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A Students’ Guide to Anti-Hindi 


My dear Young Friends and fellow-students :- 


INTRODUCTORY 


May I teke the Jiberty of an old man and hope to 
engage your altcntion for a one-hour period or so? The 
present moment of lull in your extra-curricular activities 
seems propitious for my purpose, the more so as ncither 
you nor I can be quite sure of the nature and extent of its 
duration. I have been a teacher all my active life and 
have loved being one. I still take a hand at teaching when 
a siray Student cccasionally comes my way. I consider my 
life to have been fortunate, if not indced blessed, since the 
more often I gave of what little I had, the richer has bcen 
my own gain. 


My youth was spent in comparatively halcyon times, 
unlike yours, to judge from the manner in which you have 
been secking to express yourselves so militantly and with 
such versatile vivacity. But our own lives were by no 
means dull. Then too there was a war of sorts which was 
waged by us in the mass, but the rules of it were rather 
morte stringent. We derived them from our leader, and 
any thought of by-pessing them never once cccuried to us. 
We tried to hold fast to Truth and Non-violence which 
mcant, in those days, no press to mislead us and no presure- 
groups to confound us; for we had an absurdly simple 
code of conduct to gu:de us which led us to invite suffering 
On ourselves rather than to inflict it on others. I was not 
a hero in that struggle, but lost myself in the unheroic 
millions who tricd to make up for want of derring-do by 
cult.vating faith and constancy of spirit. These are not, 
by current standards, impressive credentials; and I am 
Sorry that I can claim nothing better for myself. But [ 
acsure you that Iam onthe side of youth, because I was 
myself once young, and also because I know itis of such 
pitifully short duration. 
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I do not intend to flatter you of pat you on the back 
for mighty fine fellows on the S:rength of insufficient 
evidence. I donot believe in the divine right of any one 
or any class of people toclaim for themselves exemption 
from the social and ethical imperatives of the good life. 
Mind you, I do not claim to be a better man than my 
fellows, merely to enjoy the luxury of sitting in judgment 
over them. Both these are risks to which one is inevitably 
exposed in times of excitement, when he attemp:s to distin- 
guish between the trees and the wood without losiag sight of 
either. The short foot-note to current history which you 
recently wrote, in rather a hurry, is open to varicd assess- 
ments of which you will doubtless hear more and more as 
you grow older and wiser. I beg of you to consider the 
peints of vicw which it is my intention to place before you 
in the course of this appeal which is also meant to bea 
“guide’ for you. Please collate it with others before you 
pass judgment on me in your turn. May I tell 
you, however, that aciion is the end-product of a 
very long and complicated series of processes issuing 
from remote and mysterious beginnings to converge, 
seemingly suddenly, at unpredictable points in time 
and place?) Ifyou realise it, then it should follow that 
the extent to which we may be able to give it a new 
direction is limited by factors most of which are unsuspect- 
ed, and the rest beyond our control! But the one lesson 
~which we learnt from Gandhi was that the means and end 
of our quest must not only be in harmony with one 
another, but that both of them should subserve the grand 
ideals of Truth and Ahimsa. 


You will therefore not be surprised if I should say 
that I was among the millions of our people who followed 
with increasing bewilderment and distress, the course of 
events which you set in motion on the last Independence 
Day. As far as I was able to understand it from the 
Outside, it seemed to me that the target of your aversion 
and the victims of your wrath had not only nothing in 
common, but that they could not be linked together even 
by the most remote association of ideas. Should Tamils 


3 


kill Tamils, terroris: and blackmail inoffensive Tamils, 
damage and destroy Tamilian property to prove to 
non-Tamilians the depth of their feelings on any issue? 
Was that issue suddenly sprung on you from out of the 
blue to just fy your emotional imbalance ? Were there no 
other avenues open to you through which to seck redress 
for your wrongs? I ask these questions, not with reference 
to the past which is irrevocable, but adout a still impending 
future in which you may again. be impelled, like 
Marlborough, to ride another whirlwind and guide another 
storm! May I humbly submit for your magnanimous 
cons deration the extreme probuibility of the rest of us 
complaining (like the frog in the fable) that what is sport to 

ou is death to us? [ pray you, therefore, think better of 
it now when some thought on the question seems possible, 
and grant us Abhaya on the ground of ordinary, common 
humanity. 


Did you notice that Bzngal, which is alleged to be as 
anti-Hindi as Madras, adopted an entirely different and 
mercilully better course? E:ther their ‘honour’ was 
inferior to yours or there was no threat to it; for they did 
not run amok as you did. Had you moved your rcpresent- 
atives in the Legislature to act on the lines of the 
Bengal Assembly, it would have suffic.d to warn the 
Cenire not to play any monkey-tricks with the English 
language which you have made your own with a warmth of 
devotion which must put Englishmen, native to it, to the 
blush. Why did you not try out any of these aliernatives 
Open to you? 


1: Direct Act‘oa 


When vou started your ‘direct aciion’ programme, you 
must have been aware of the very considcrable risks of 
violence erupting out of it. I found some statement 
emanating from some distinguished but yanonymous 
spokesman of your Committee that you were not res- 
ponsible for the violent disorders, and that they must be 
presumed the work of—others. This reminds me of a 
tule in Sanskrit logic called the ‘kaakataalika nyaaya.° 
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Is the public to undesratand that the synchronisation 
of your direct action with the burnings and damage was Just 
a mere accident? Do you believe it yourselves or expect 
others to believe it? I wont insist on an answer, but 
shall infer it from the dignified silence into which you 
have retreated since then; I take it even more as a sign of 
returning grace and only pray that it may endure. 


But I cannot let this occasion vass without shedding a 
few pious drors and paying my meed of unavail ng honour 
and respect to the memory of fifiy or sixty people who 
came to lose their l.ves in circumstances of the utmost 
pathos. I do not know wl.ose lot to piiy or bewail more— 
the few who were ccolly tortured and killed or the many 
who fell to stray bullets of authonty. If you have no 
reverence for] fe, it matters little whatever else it is for 
which you may live or die. Ahimsa is Paranodharma, 
says our rel gion. From it flow such hero-c virtucs as 
courage, comrassion, brotherhood and love about which 
we all talk soulfully from plat‘orms, but which we have 
not the patience to practise. But unless we go on trying 
to leave the brute behind us, we fall a prey to the law of 
the jungle ourselves. At the risk of incurring your 
disapproval, I venture on this appeal to you, since I 
believe that the gold in you can be purified of its dross, 
and helped to shine in iis native refulgence to the honour 
of yourselves and the pride of your country. 


2: Your Unchosen? Leader 


I do not know when precisely you clothed the 
vencrable Rajaji in the mantle of your leadership. But it 
is a fact that he has assumed such leadership and scems 
determ.ncd to espcuse your cause even if you should 
change ycur mind! He is, as you kncw, a world-famous 
figure who has hob-nobbed with kings, emperors, Pres dents 
and Pontiffs. He has evinced an unwearied so] citude for 
the genetic health cf the entire human race and its evet- 
mount ng population. No one has writtcn more and more 
oficn atout it than Le. He has challenged the big, bad 
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Powers of the world to show cause why they should not be 
arraigned before the bar of world-opinion as constructive 
criminals, in as much as they have poisoned the atmosphere 
of the world and condemned generations yet unborn to 
mutilation. _You could not have chosen a worthier 
person for the high honour and arduous responsibilities of 
your Jeadership. (That is, if you have!) For in Rajajji, 
more than in any of your other leaders, (whoever they are), 
tenderness for life has reached a point of high sublimity 
which is only matched by his plumbing the depth of 
karuna Saagaraa. 


| But concerning the loss of life in your recent 
diversion, I find that he has nothing more to say than that 
it is part of the legacy wh:ch came to us out of the ‘Quit 
India’ movement of 1942. I beg leave to doubt if it is an 
adequate enough explanation. [am certain that it cannot be 
@ justification for cold-blooded murder. The cries of the 
widows and orphans produced by the many pitched battles 
of the barricades may not assail the cars of those people 
who assisted in, saw or heard of them. But may I tell you 
that they will reverberate for ever and merge with the stil] 
small voice which is never stilled ? 


As for the analogy of the ‘Quit India’ movement fished 
out from the past by your revered Icader, I must remind 
you that but few of you could have been born then. To 
prevent you from swallowing it blindly, may [tell you that 
Rajaji has forgotten to mention the trifling fact that ‘direct 
action’ was begun by Gandhi as early as 1919 or so, and 
that between then and 1942, Rajaji, along with many others, 
flitied in and out of the jails with monotonous frequency? 
I wonder if he chose the 1942 date-line because he was not 
in it, disapproved of it and was called all sorts of names 
for it! 


A further feature of those earlier bouts of direct action, 
which also has been ignored by Rajaji, is that in none of 
them did the Satyagrahis kill fellow-Indians with the gusto 
which was reported in the recent ouibreak. In the first 
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instance however, in 1921, I think,—when crowds set fire 
to a police station and burnt alive some polite-men, 
Gandhi, unlike you and your revered leader, did not 
disclaim responsibility but accepted it fully, pleaded guilty 
before a court of law and asked to be awarded due 
punishment. More, he went to jatl cheerfully to exprate 
the crimes of—others, because he would not disown them |} 
Look on this picture and on that you have drawn of 
yourselves with the touches given to it by your leader! 


3: Rajaji’s Views on Politics and you: 


What has baffizd me even more than the above is the 
quict volte face cxecuted by your revered Ieader, Rajaji, 
from an uncompromising opponent of student-participation 
in dircct action to an ardent and fire-eating advocate of it. 
He once compared you to the seed-bed cf the future race, 
and exhorted you to shun direct participat.onin politics as 
ruinous to yoursclves and to the country. He has not, to 
my knowledge, announced a change in his views on the 
subject; his present gratulations to you must therefore be 
motivated by his desire to see you and the country ruined t 
This is truly a horrifying inference to make, but it seems 
warranicd by his present attitude; and I hope he will 
clarify it if these lincs should ever come to his notice. 


4: Another Analogy: 


Analogies are fascinating but undependable things. Let 
me for variety treat you to another kind of analogy which 
your recent entr’acte has suggested to me. Come and tike 
a peep with me into the condition of Tamil Nad twenty- 
five years hence. You and your ccmrades are in charge of 
the entire State-administration. I secm torecognise in the 
then Inspector General of Police the lineaments of the 
dreaded Achilles who tied up a Sut-Icspector and burnt 
him in petrc] flames. One of the present law-college 
studen's (who will soon get their degrees without under- 
roing the course cr siiting for any examinations) is adorn- 
ing a seat onthe H’gh court bench, waiting most likely 
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and impatiently to be promoted C. J. Your Action 
Committee has become the cabnet of the state 
ministry, while the Civil Services and the M. L. A’s 
are, to a man, heroes of the present ‘struggle’. 
All this would be in line with what we see today 
when the herces of twenty-five years ago are occupying 
the seats of the mighty. Our present ministers have but 
one armed constable to guard their hearths and homes, as 
well as to distinguish them sharply from the rest in & 
democratically oriented, socialist-patterned society. But 
twenty-five years hence, each minister is seen having a 
platcon of the army, eating their heads off at ministerial 
gates, to symbolise our further march towards socialism ! 


When thus you yourselves are riding in glory, a 
movement of the kind which you recently staged should 
breik out, and another shambles prepared exactly on the 
recent model, I ask you as our future rulers, what your 
answer to it would be. I won’t be alive then, but I doubt 
even now if you could lope to emerge from it with honour 
and credit unimpaired. That is, if some stray bullet 
(perhaps from the rifle cf one of your own bodyguard) or a 
tumbler-full of petrol did not finish you cff quickly or 
Ingeringly! All th’is is net my supposition, but a 
logically drawn corollary tc what your belatedly dis- 
covered leader, Rajoji, has said. For even asthe evil of 
1942 had to be rurg.ed out of us in 1965, so must the evil of 
1965 work itself out in 1990. This is only another way of 
tell ng vou what Crrist said to Peter: ‘He who raises the 
sword shall fall by the sword.” My young friends, you 
must have heard cf vicious circles; take it from me they 
are created by violence. 


Don’t dismiss my picture as a piece of senile 
extravagance. 1990 wont see the establishment of the 
millennium by any means; and I am fairly certain that 
other pesiilential grcups clamouring for or against 
something clse or other would form act’on committees and 
give neither you nor themselves any peace. Plan the 
answer to it betimesin tune with the spirit of an age 
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which plans everything in advance, including arson, 
murder and sabotage in the name o! a Wellare State onthe 
way—out ! 


§: Whodunit? 


The Madras Chief Minister recently said that 
the disorders were inspired by the left-communists working 
from under-ground. Hethrew in som: rich millowners 
for full measure, and asserted that the students were 
imposed upon by a cabal of irreconcilables. [ am a 
doubting Thomas and do not easily swallow official 
statements. I can quite imagine the Chief Minister 
drawing the long bowto couater some of the pressure to 
which he must have been subjected in those critical days. 
But quite demonstrably, the movement itself went off like 
clock-work. There was method in the madness we saw or 
heard of. The general public was first immobilised, and 
then treated to a iree show which they didnot realise they 
were going to pay for through their noses. Quite probably 
then, many master-minds pooled their resources to promote 
the bon-fire. The Chief Minister's official assessment 
based on better knowledge than mine seems therefore 
highly plausible. 


But when I found Rajaji in Swarajya commenting 
upon jt, I read the following with more than ordinary 
interest: ‘I do not hesitate to condemn the (Chief 
Minister’s) fantastic idea as totally baseless, It was because 
this spontaneous upsurge waS a pure Students’ movement that 
it has spread all over the non-hindi areas...” The above 
is valuable both for what it asserts and for what it denies. 
As a lawyer Rajaji should know that a denial is not proof. 
Iz he the ledger—as well as the conscience-keeper of all the 
mill-owners in our Stute to assert that they have not 
rendered any help tothe leaders of your movement? The 
admission it makes involves you, my young friends, ina 
rather uncomfortable, if not almost untenable, situation. 
He says that you, you alone and none but you staged the 
entire show from. prologue to the end of a first 
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act in a suspended drama. You yourselves disowned 
responsibility though not in a convincing fashion. Rajajt 
now saddles it fairly on you. As it is a mill-stone round 
your necks, pray take it up with Rajaji and try, if you can, 
to get rid of it. 


On another point however, your revered leader has 
chosen to remain silent. He has nothing to say on the role 
of the communists in the operative part of your orchestra. 
Either they did or did not take part in it. [f Rajaji admits 
that they had a hand in it, he will have to concede that the 
‘spontaneous’ character of it becomes suspect. For the 
communists are known the world over for expert anglers 
in troubled waters. You cannot plead ejther ignorance of 
their existence or of their dedicated pursuit of their dharma, 
I daresay you know that they are pro-Pakistan in Kashmir, 
pro-hindi in the U.P., pro-Bengali in Bengal, pro-League 
in Kerala, anti-hindi in the south while remaining 
fundamentally anti-national through and through! I hope 

ou see the rather wretched dilemma that your revered 
eader finds himself in. If he admits their participation 
in the emeute which he has blessed, his public enemy No 1 
becomes a trusted though exiguous ally; but if he denies 
their participation, he saddles all the sabotage on you. 
How he and you can extricate yourselves from your 
predicament concerns you more than me or others. 


A minor claim made for your ‘spontaneous movement’ 
is that it furnishes the most conclusive proof of what you 
don’t want and what you do want. If this twin-proposition 
is true and is to be accepted, my dear friends, your 
education is indeed complete ; and what are you doing as 
students still, dawdling away your lives and cheating the 
country of your trained talents? Shut your books, come 
out of the colleges to which you have but just now crept 
unwillingly, get your degrees for the mere asking and, 
armed with them, go forth into the world and rip it open 
like an oyster, with your double-edged anti-hindi sword ! 


Pardon me if I seem to nag you over this ‘spontaneity’ 
stunt too much. It is rather basic to the whole situation 
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you have created. You canrot disclaim all responsibility 
for the cvils that occurred and yet claim them as proof of 
the cxis‘erce in you of a wide-sprecd feel ng of being 
‘threatened’ which made you act ‘spontaneously.’ Prevent- 
ing your comrades from atterding classes 1s not action but 
the express.cn of inaction. This you could have done 
withcut any fan-fare at all, as indeed ycu do all the 
academic ycar round quietly, individually and as the fancy 
seizes you. In effect therefore, you ask to be acquitted of 
all the evils that fowed from your action, while the evils 
themselves are to be ficurished as trophies of your succcss! 
This is an exercise in casuistry which the most seasoned 
Jesuits would themselves boggle at! 


But your revered leader makes no bones about it all. 
He calls you ‘heroes’ who have securely booked your seats 
in History, because you are saidto have saved India’s 
Unity at a critical junciure. and that you have ‘produced 
great and good results which even our opponents will not 
deny etc.’ The only resulis which the rest of the world 
knows of are the huge cost of repairing the damage result- 
ing from sabotage, evcn if you ignore the loss of a certain 
number of human lives. Life is certainly cheap on this 
planet since many people are anxious to reduce it through 
planning. and in our country it is dirt cheap for that 
reason. But I ask you why Raj.ji is so anxious that you 
should suspend the movement after you have resolved on 
such a course independently of him? Had you his blessing 
when ycu staried, and if so was that also ‘spontaneous?’ 
Unnamed persors are said to be lying in wait to threaten 
your hencur again, and ycu are asked to be ready to tackle 
them again on the lines which have already helped you to 
go down in history. I beg of you, my young friends, be 
content with having gone down in History once; people 
who want to go down in it twice or thrice are lke the 
drowning man—they never come up af:erwards! You 
have yct to] ve your liv.s on your own. You have escaped 
from a mortal danger, and if you will let me, I shall he'p 
ite sce the extent, the insidiousness and the enormity 
Of if. 
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One aspect of the sabotage which occurred during the 
late disturbances cannot, by any stretch of imagination, be 
ascribed to hooligans. I learnt from some of the engineers 
and technicians who have been repairing and restoring 
the electric instaJlations between Egmore and Tambaram 
that the damage wrought was of aselective kind, the strategic 
and vital points in the entire line alone being singled out 
for destruction, thus rendering the whole service ‘dead.’ 
Who could have hit upon this masterly idca except Some 
one conversant with applied clectricity, transformers, 
distributing system and so on? They happen to be a 
separate branch of engineering specially studied by those 
selected for it. All such technical institutions are along 
the electrified lines between Egmore and Tambaram with 
hostels for the trainees attached. I do not assert that 
some of you master-minded and completed the job; but 
would you at least concede that it must have been the work 
of ‘experts’ and not of hooligans as airily asserted ? Even 
more pertinently, the spontaneous-combustion theory of 
Rajaji dces not fit into the facts here. 


6: Title Explained 


In calling this appeal to you “A Guide to Anti- 
Hindi,’’ Iam aware that it might create a first impression 
of my being entirely with you in all that you have thought 
or said or done—and undone. But I am neither anti- 
Hindi nor anti-English as I hcpe you will find out. My 
aim is to take your anti-Hirdi bias fora fact and then guide 
you through the numerous consequences and complications 
to which it will infallibly Jead you. I wish to be a guide 
inthe sense that traffic-signals are guides. Careful and 
cautious motorists respect a Red light, law-ab‘ding 
ones do not ignore ‘One-way traffic’ notices. People 
who think that these are nefarious attempts to 
thwart their freedom or outrage their honour pay 
the price of their heroism every day as they come out of 
police-courts or are carried off to their graves. I have 
merely mapped out the directions and destinations to 
which your anti-Hindi fixation cannot but lead you. I 
think it would be prudent, if not.wise, of you to take 
these into account in additionto your wholly admirable 
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love of freedom and liberty. The final choice must be 
yours, and not that of some other people who are out to 
make cats-paws of you. For I dont wan't you to say after 
the event, as you recently did, that some others and mot 
you were responsible for the conscquences, 


If 
1 Dewn with Hindi! 


Let me now proceed to consider the main issue which 
ie have stream-lined into a succinct and scarifying slogan. 
am sorry to say there js not much originality in framing 
the cry: ‘Down with Hindi!’ I have seen so many other 
things being ‘downed’ in my time without any tangible 
result as to have lost all my terrors on hearing such 
verbal annihilation, Actually the things which are thus 
cried against seem to thrive onthem Falstaff puts it more 
Jearnedly when he says that ‘the camomile, the more it is 
trodden on, the more it grows!’ I would love to annotate 
it al some length, but it would be irrelevant here; and you 
may not care for it. For one of the comic ironies of 
present-day Indian youth is that the more they passion- 
ately yearn for English, the less do they study or understand 
it and the worse do they master it! This is what your own 
Professors, Principals and Vice-Chancellors declare from 
the house-tops. As you have not protested against such 
Jeremiads aimed at you, nor resorted to ‘direct action’ to 
‘down them’ for their temerity, I must accept their assess- 
‘mont of your English attainments as much nearer the mark 
than may be good for your conceit. But unl.ke them, I can 
give you the proper reason why it should beso. Standards 
fall from a higher to a lower level, and your predicament 
reveals what is happening above you, from your ministers 
and M.L.A’s through V-C’s and professors down to the 
tutors sitting on your chests l:k2 a permanent nightmare! 


But to return,—thougk the above is not a digression if 

ou have been able to catch my point. ‘Down with 

, pial spear? another cry which I often hear in news- 

paper-headlines,—they’re so loud! But do you know that 

it flourishes very comfortably under the very noses of those 
t 
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that raise the cry? ‘Down with Capitalism’ is heard from 
another quarter of the heavens; but most of them who 
inspire this chorus have fat bank-balances under many 
aliases. We cried down the Chinese with 450 million 
throats in urgent unison, we burned the effigies of Chinese 
notables; but the Chinese armies are straddling our 
countiy with celestial] serenity which becomes them well, 
Since it is their national hall-mark. In addition to the 
burning of some people, by unknown persons, you directly 
burned the effigy of a monster dubbed Hindi. But 
imperialism, capitalism, China and Hindi are, in spite of 
your tribal whoops and incantations, not only very much 
alive, but alas kicking lustily indeed! 


Perhars you merely wished to convey the simpler fact 
that you do not hke Hindi. The same thing may well 
go for all the languages which you dons know. But I 
thought that it was part of your education to reduce the 
area of your ignorance to the extent that opportunities and 
your cndowments might facilitate it. Even more relevant- 
ly, Lask you whether it is wise or prudent of you to 
advertise your aversion for Hindi in such an unnecessarily 
ostentatious way? Sometwoto four out of ten among 
rou have a future only outside Tamil Nad !—that is, if you 

ave ambitions, aptitude and adaptability. Your cries 
against Hindi might have been heard and noted by many 
people in the North of India. Won’t it be rather awkward 
for you to repeat that slogan in answer to questions 
at any intervicw for which you may be called in due 
course? I shouldn't like you to emulate Peter who denied 
Christ thrice ere the cock crew twice. Or you may be forced 
to recant which would be even worse! For as some one 
Las said: ‘Of all the canis that are canted, the most 
cdious is that of the man who recants.” I pray you, think 
of it before it is too late. 


For, apart from all other considerations, the rude 
reality that fuccs you today is that you cannot afford to 
indulge in the luxury of taboos. Quite patently, you can 
not hope for an all-India career with a ‘Down with Hindi’ 
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badge pinned to your bush-shirt-sleeve. Are you sure 
in your own minds what is the thing you want and what 
it is that you do not want? This is somewhat elementary, 
as Sherlock Holmes often used to say. Why not clarily it 
for your own comfort before marching .on the war-path 
again? 


2: Anti-Hindi — Pro-Eaglish ? 


Supposing that you arrive at the conclusion that you 
do not want Hindi, how does it follow that Eaglish is 
the only ineluctable alternative? Why do you want to 
thrust it down the throats of others who do not want it as 
you don’t want Hindi ? By the way, have you read Marx? 
If you have and can apply the dialectical method (wrongly 
fathered on him), you would realise that out of the 
conflict of English and Hindi, a third entity which is 
neither must emerge and which both must accept willy- 
nilly. It is up to you to evolve it and commend it for the 
acceptance of the other side, since it has left you with the 
option of using either English or Hindi to secure peace. 
In reality however the Marxist approach fuils here, for, 
English and Hindi are not dichotomies and there can never 
be the kind of conflict between them which the Marxist 
theory posiulates. You are therefore committing your- 
selves to a struggle which is unnecessary, unprofitable 
and bids fair to be interminable. Have you thought of 
the implications of it? 


3: Language or People? 


This ‘Down with Hindi’ slogan is to be regretted for 
another reason. I do not know whether it is the language 
or the people using it whom you have inview You can- 
not ‘down’ any language mercly by burning books in it, 
for language is in the tongue and not in type or on paper. 
It is made up of aksharas every one of which is Brahman. 
if you mean the people, it iseven morea pity. For it 
will show you up aS man-eaters which, having tasted 
human blood, are said to be so choosy as to be content 
‘with nothing else. Besides, these people who speak Hindi 


15 


—without any sort of malice prepense—happen to be your 
brethren and countrymen, though [ admi: that we do not 
mect them as often as brothers should. Out of sight 
often drives things out of mind, waile absence is said to 
make the heart grow fonder. Would you falsify both 
proverbs at one strok:, and set about to destroy a fairly 
large number of people for no other reason than that they 
speak a different language from yours? Dont you think 
this an unamiable fram: of mind for decent, civilised 
people to indulge in? The linguistic fanaticism o¢ which 
you accuse them cannot casily be proved, sirce you have 
been told as politely and affably as possible that you 
would be free to use English for as long as you like to use 
it. Do you think that the British or French or American 
government would allow any part of ils country to use 
any foreign language of its choice in the manner in which 
you have been permitted to use Englisa? Having 
obtained a totally unheard-of privilege, you would 
proceed to testify to your gratitude by forcing others, 
who do not share your loveto fall in line and conform 
with you! Who is chauvinist—you who fight for a 
language which is not yours, for which you have no real 
love and to which you have made and can make no 
contribution, or the other people who want to use their 
mother-tongue and who implore you to use your own 
mother-tongue with equal freedom ? 


4: The Hindi Country 


What your ebullition has done is something ultimately 
more damaging to yourselves than to others. Hindi im- 
perialism is a figment of some clevzr minds which have 
imposed it on your very tender and susceptible ones. I am 
saddened by ihe evidence of appalling igaorance of Indians 
among Indians who, afier all belong to a common and 
not-io-be-despised country. Tne Hindi area, as it is called, 
is a sprawling, unwieldy stretch of our land which, ina 
historical view, is the heart of Bharat, the scene of our 
epics and puranas, the stage on which our heroes fought, 
saints sang and philosophers brooded ; every inch of it is 
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holy, charmcd, classic ground redolent of memories which 
the outside world cannet share in, and which can never 
pall on our minds and feelings. But itis a long suffering 
invalid with a sick heart which is unable to control the 
nervous twitchings and trembiings of its other members. It 
has long been the happy hunting-ground of the Bengali 
Babu, the Purjabi Skh, the Aligarh Muslim and the 
Kashmiri Brahmin. The teeming children of that soil live 
a patient, resigned and sub-standard life, although the en- 
tire area is richest in natural resources. It is in the grip of 
adventurers whocombince the iniquities cf the old order with 
the cynicism of the new. Compared to itor indeed to any 
other state, I venture to say that Madras is the cleanest part 
of the Union of India. And in one disastrous moment of 
suicidal impulse, you have gone and done a thing whichall? 
of us must rue for many a l.ve-long day! My dear friends, 
the Hindichaps deserve your pity, not your hatred. And if 
only you would rise to the occasion, why, I promise that 
one of you might still blossom forth into a Chief Minister 
of it in due course! 


5: Power-madness 


Your leader has however clarificd this point by 
saying that the cbject of his and your detestation is not the 
Hindi Larguege but the people speaking it who use it 
as an instrument cf their imperialism. According to him, 
Hindi becoming the official language cf the Union has 
made Hindi-wallahs power-mad. Let me grant it so that 
we may proceed to consider the logical impl-cations of it. 
First cf all, an cfficial Janguage can make its users 
‘power-mad, because an official language inevitably 
carrics rower with it. At present an c fficicl languzge is in 
force and at work, and it happens to be Engi-sh. According 
to Rayjoji's thesis, it must therefore carry power 
with it, and those who use it must be power-med. 
Do you follw me? In effect, what Rajaji says is 
somewhat as follows: ‘Wewho are using this language 
and runnirg the edministration of this country in ie, 
enjoy the powcr which it has vested in us—and, some of us 
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have gone tothe point of getting mad with that power. 
We enjoy the situation nevertheless, and would like it to 
last for ever. Further still, if we may judge others from 
Our Own experience, we are convinced that any other 
language displacing English will bring another set of 
people using that language (with which they are more 
familiar) to wield all the power which we are now enjoy- 
ing ourselves almost pre-emptively; and they will become 
power-mad as we are and have been ever since we found 
and took to English! You may 8ay that it is open to us to 
master the new language and wield the power which may 
flow from it as the Union language. But the main difference 
between Hindi and English is a secret that is entirely to 
our advantage It is that English cannot be mastered with 
ease by the bulk of our countrymen, however long they may 
Study it. We, a handful of people, who have taken to the 
study of it for some generations and have almost got 
English into our blood, not only exploit its scarcity value, 
but can bequeath it to our children also for ever and ever. 
Not so with Hindi! That wretched language is difficult 
for us at this stage; too many millions speak it without 
any effort, and the number of finished masters of it would 
be far greater. relatively to their total population, than the 
numbers of English-knowing people. Quantitatively and 
qualitatively, we are bound to be swamped, specially with 
this democracy upsetting everything everywhere. All 
things considered therefore, it is best to paint Hindj- 
wallahs as black as possible in the hope that something to 
our advantage might come out of it.’ 


Do you think there is any flaw in the above argument ? 
Do you now see the inwardness of the demand for 
the maintenance of the status quo, so enthusiastically 
echoed by all the ‘intelligentsia’ as Rajaji rightly says? In 
the final analysis it amounts to saying : ‘let the bulk of our 
people—97 per cent or so—remain as they are, and we shal] 
remain as we are!” Theoretically, of course, all of us are 
free to study English, Hindi and Tamil. But the new 
rulers are so manipulating the system of education as to 
ensure that none of these languages is really mastered by 
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our people to that degree or extent which would profit 
' them or the country. I deal with this in a separate 
section below. 


6. Power-mad Anglo-phils 


. But let me underline here one aspect of the above 
atgument, The power-madness of the Englished minority 
in actual control today is an intolerable reality which is 
evidenced on all sides. But the dreaded power-madness 
of the Hindi-wallahs is prospective, contingent and almost 
impossible since they have weakened so much as to let you 
have English,—so far as you are concerned,—for ever. 
They have made a concession which is there for all the 
world to see. But you refuse even to share that power 
which, according to you, inheres in and springs only from 
language, and want to exploit English exclusively and 
brazenly to the infinite hurt of yourselves and your 
own people. Let alone patriotism; some one _ has 
equated it to a minimum of a six per cent return. 
But I ask you: Is it commonsense or prudence for you to 
be locked up in this unreal but deadly duel? Your 
victims—97% of the people—may wake up one day to the 
truth, and do for you as the Tarquins, the Bourbons and 
the Romanoffs have been done for. The communists are 
waiting for that precise point, though I don’t know how 
soon we may all reach it, Whether you call them right or 
left, whether they are up, or down, or under-ground or 
above-board, or below the belt, they will step in at the 
right time to write ‘finis’ briefly and brusquely to all the 
illegible and ungainly scrawls with which you would, by 
then, have disfigured your note-books. 


7. Nature of Power 


For, my young friends, please learn from your studies, 
if not from what I am writing here, that the pursuit of all] 
human beings is Power. Power corrupts, but it also 
sanctifies, depending upon the wielder’s soul and spirit. 
It represents the systolic and diastolic action of the 
Universal heart. Even the dead have the power—to rot! 
How much more should be the power of the living? If you 
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do not use this power wisely and humbly, it will infallibly 
use you to the point of breaking you to a million 
fragments. 


8. The Philosophy of Power 


Do you know that Marx wasan Advaitin? He 
enunciated the same doctrine in a jargon which has been 
hailed as new, when in fact it is as old asthe world. The 
power of communism is derived from a Clear-eyed 
perception of the centres of power, and a concentrated 
march on them with a view to capture them. That is why 
you find communists universally lauded for or accused of 
wanting ‘to seize power.’ It 1s the most rational, religious 
and inspired thing to do. You yourselves are just now 
running about, helter-skelter, either searching for the 
power which you do not have, or holding on to power that 
you feel is slipping away from you. The communists of the 
world have a fundamental family-resemblance because they 
are engaged in a crusade against all rival centres of power 
which they find blocking their path. But while theirs is a 
scientific concept which is rigorously pursued, yours is a 
muddled notion induced by Maya of your own creation. 


9. The Status Quo 


The easiest argument urged in favour of continuing 
English as the Union language is in the interests of 
Maintaining the status quo. It astonishes me to find it 
supported by some people, whom I know to be capable of 
rational thought. Peter in the transfiguration scene was 
so thrilled that he begged Jesus to make it their permaneni 
place of dwelling tor ever. He wanted the status quo not 
only for himself but for everybody else. Christ did not 
chide him for his puerility or immaturity, but let him 
learn the truth induecourse. If any status quo can be 
willed, why be so niggardly and pick out language alone 
for such pickling for ever? What about the Princely 
States ? No one would love the status quo more fervidly than 
they. Take a Gallup-poll among them to make sure, and 
you will be gratified (or shocked) by a cent per cent vote 
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jn favour. Ask the Zamindars if they wouldn't like the 
status quo to be maintained or restored? But ask the 
great masses of workers, who have flocked to the factories, 
to go back to their villages to maintain the status quo, or 
order the dismantling of the factories themselves in the 
name of the status quo. You will be taken aback by the 
violence of the reaction to your proposal. How are you 
going to settle this wrangle? Why not take one single, 
decisive step backward, and restore the status quo with 
Britain in full contro] again? The impartiality that you 
now :pine for, the doom of being victimised by Hindi 
demons that now threatens you so menacingly, and a 
thousand other discontents which have caused us to raise 
our hands against one another would all be removed at 
one stroke, till all of us again enjoy absolute equality in a 
eommon and still nostalgically cherished slavery. That is 
the relentless logic of the status quo ante. 


Ill. MYSTIQUE OF ENGLISH. 


1. An International Language—Not born but made 


English is said to be an international language. So 
are French, German, Russian, Italian and even Chinese on 
the way to it. But what is that to you who not only do 
not know any of them, but who have fortified yourselves 
furthermore with a compendious contempt for your own 
mother-tongue? Weshould not give up what we have 
got, say some of these Anglo-phils. But who asked you to? 
Why do you seek to throw dust in your own eyes by 
confusing the issue ? You are asked to learn an additional 
language if you have the potentiality for it, because the 
rewards open to you are great and manifold. Even at 
the lowest level of self-interest, it ought to tempt you. 
Do you suppose that some people from the Moon or 
Mercury came down to make English or French or German 
an international language and, having made it, went back 
to their celestial abodes? Have you not the ambition or the 
guts to dedicate yourselves to make your own language 
also an international one? 
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Secondly, examine the structure of any one of the 
international languages, and you will discover a remarkable 
fact. They contain alot of words which are completely 
alien to the speakers of them. What is meant is that the 
technical and scientific terms found in them are ‘inter- 
national’ when in reality they are of Greek or Latin origin. 
Even when they are of other derivation, they get into 
general currency because of their utility. We speak of an 
aeroplane, but the Germans call it luftwaffe. Vickers is 
now a world-famous engine of the internal combustion 
variety. If the inventor and patentee of it had been named 
Knickers, it would now be called Knickers! And as Vickers 
are much in demand, Knickers too would have become 
internationally recognised! Our people have not yet dis- 
covered or invented anything of note, and so they imagine 
they have not the words tor what they have _ not 
invented! There is a convention among Western scholars 
to identify new things with the help of latin for- 
Mations; and they are accepted as a matter of 
course to denote the things invented. That is, Western 
scientists are classical scholars as well; while we have 
voted unanimously that Sankrit is a dead language. So are 
Greek and Latin—to the people who are dead to them. 
When we become original and inventive after we get 
education in the right way, depend upon it, we too will 
produce a crop cf these international terms derived from 
Sanskrit which is the elder brother of Greek and Latin; 
for the things being ours, their names too will be ours. 


But what do we find? There are people who make 
fun of words based on Sanskrit roots or complain that 
they do not know them. Instead of taking the trouble 
to know the unknown as zealous students should, the 
attempt is ridiculed and discouraged. This is exactly 
on a par with your staging walk-outs from the examination- 
hall because the questions are among the unexpected ones ! 


2. The Power of Sanskrit 


As a matter of fact, Sanskrit has been such an inter- 
national language to all our regional languages, and the 
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wealth of it that is scattered among them is unperceived 
by most of us. Vinoba Bhave (who has many bees in his 
bonnet) is a living monument of this kind of international- 
ism amidst us. In arecent article, he has shown that the 
commonest words in use everywhere in our land are all 
derived from Sanskrit, and Vedic Sanskrit at that. When 
your doctor speaks of some ‘cardiac’ trouble, have you the 
wit to know that the scientific word is derived from 
Sanskrit ‘hridaya’? ‘Meningitis’ is a fearful affliction for 
it touches the mind; but it comes from Manas! Instances 
can be multiplied of wagon-loads of such Sanskrit roots 
and words in what pass for ancient Greek and Latin; and 
we find people here bleating that we must depend upon 
English for an international language! 


Five hundred million people speaking fourteen 
different languages deriving sustenance from Sanskrit and 
one another are there ready to hand. Butas you are sworn 
to neglect them, Goddess Saraswati has let you go witha 
curse of sterility branded on your brows. If any one has 
survived the blight, you will invariably find him reinforc- 
ing his English or French with more than one classsical 
language, apart from his mother-tongue. ‘Not for me,’ 
you cry horrified at the ordeal; for your philosophy is 
everything for nothing. But culture or progress or what- 
ever else you call it, is the work of the elect who scorn 
delight and live laborious days, for such is their 
philosophy! 


3. Equality of Handicap 


You speak of imposing an equal handicap on all to 
ensure equality. I suggest Arabic for all Hindus of India 
and Sanskrit for all Muslims of India to ensure this 
desirable objective being reached for all-India examination 
purposes at the highest levels. Your objection to either 
suggestion is that they are not easy to learn. This implies 
that English is easier for you to learn because for some 
generations you have become steeped in itand you find it 
suits your aptitudes and interests to a nicety. Now look at 
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this point with some care, and it will expose to your horrified 
gaze the gigantic andcynical fraud whicha minority of your 
countrymen are determined to practise on the rest of you. 


In the name of a non-existent equality of handicap, 
the English educated minority is now fighting tooth and nail 
to maintain their hold on their privileged position in the 
public life of our land, The English press is solidly anti- 
Hindi, because there is big money in English; education 1s 
in the python-grip of these anglicised men occupying (I 
Should say, usurping) strategic centres of power and 
patronage. These English-educated cohorts are blessed 
with an advantage which the new-comer from the villages 
is deprived of; they are the products of English education 
in the second or third generation. They come from homes 
which are pitiful copies of English suburban flats and 
a style of life which pass forthe height of elegance and taste 
in our midst. They speak English at home, abroad and 
dream their dreams also in English. And such English 
too! It has often tempted me to extend the scope ofa 
passage in the English Common Prayer-book’‘and implore 
God to save me from ‘plague, pestilence, sudden death—and 
‘Indian English!’ The equality of handicap you long for is 
provided by Nature, for it has ensured that all children 
at birth are equally ignorant, and furthermore they all go 
to school atthe same age and with the same degree of 
illiteracy. It is education that discriminates between 
them; will you abolish that! 


Stick to English, if it pleases you; but be sure in 
your minds for whose benefit you would stick to it. The 
Majority of you can never, never profit by it, eitber 
economically or culturally; but in your name, it suits the 
slick, supple, unscrupulous group which played jackals to 
the British lion and which was content to feed on the 
remnants of the dinner which that kingly beast ate first. 
Rajaji, let me hasten to say, 1S mot of them; but he 
leads them now,—for what reason God alone knows! 
It is these very anti-Hindi people who are equally deter- 
mined that the regional languages do not come up. Do 
you think that I am trying to bluff you? Bear with mea 
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little more, and I shall prove every one of the points I 
take up. 


4. A Boomerang 


If equality of handicap is a desirable principle, then 
let me make another suggestion for your consideratien 
and acceptance. Your fears concerning the domination of 
Hindi spring largely from the apprehension that the Hindi- 
wallahs would swamp you in all-India competitive tests. But 
you have not theught of the unseen advantage which some 
English educated boys have over the rest of you ; my sug- 
gestion is that entrants to competitive examinations like 
the I. A. S. or I. F. S. should be subjected toa preliminary 
screening. All those coming from families which are found 
to have had the benefit of English education through more 
than the present generation should be automatically dis- 
qualified from sitting for these all-India tests, and only the 
rest of the applicants should be allowed to sit for 
them. Only then would the principle of equality of 
handicap operate fairly. The moment you broach this 
idea, you will find a mighty bowl of rage deafening your 
ears from all sides. These instigators of the present 
rumpus will stand exposed in their true colours as the last 
and most contemptible of exploiters in our midst. For if 
* you mean equality of handicap to be real, you must devise 
some method of ensuring it; and there 1s no ether method 
than the one I have suggested. They will then talk 
feelingly of Fundamental Righis, discrimination, fana- 
ticism, chauvinism, rank injustice and what not, practically 
employing against you all the philippics and diatribes 
which they and you have till now been training against 
Hindi! 


5. Quotas—Regional and Communal 


In the name of equality these people wish to enjoy 
the fruits of a discrimination in their favour. The only 
retort which you can effectively give them is to practise a 
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pitiless equality by using a legitimate principle of dis- 
crimination. The amusing part of this undesired ‘dis- 
cfimination’ is that it has been quietly at work all these 
fifteen and more years. May I remind you that it 
started forty years ago with the principle of ‘communal 
representation ? People who were affected by it grumbled, 
but had to submit, though they were allowed to grumble 
to their hearts’ content. Current variations of it are the 
allocation of seatsto districts instead of to candidates, to 
various classes labelled ‘backward’, ‘more backward’, 
‘mountaineers’, ‘foresters’, ‘cave-dewellers’, ‘nomads’ 
“scheduled’ and so on. In Mysore there was, and perhaps 
stillis, asystem of double-standards; one set of minima 
for pass to some, and a different and lower set of minima 
for the rest. It was all done to ensure equalisation of 
opportunities for all! Why don’t you ‘down’ them all 
as well? 


6. Standards—Rising aad Falling 


The truth of this matter, my dear friends, is that you 
have been gulled into a dangerous notion that, with 
English as an all-India medium, we Madrasis, can 
maintain a lead over the rest of India, as we often did in 
the past. I say it is dangerous because it is based on a 
complete ignorance of prevailing conditions elsewhere in 
our country. While standards :n our parts have been 
steadily falling, they have been rising elsewhere. And do 
you know the reason why ?. The medium of education all 
over North India is the mother-tongue or the regional 
language as it is funnily called. Regions don’t talk, do they ? 
but men do! Some recent disclosures in the dailies made it 
clear that our percentage of successes 1n all-India examina- 
tions has been slashed from 28 some years ago to less than 
13 last year. While it should cause us concern from one 
point of view, it has created alarm of a different kind in 
the leaders of neighbouring states. The Andhra Chief 
Minister deplored that the representation of Andhras in the 
Central services was utterly disproportionate to their 
population strength, and has demanded a system of quotas 
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to be fixed for the purpose. This is the logical consum- 
mation of the Communal principle which was introduced 
under British auspices. Personally I contemplate the 
consequences of accepting this demand with complete 
equanimity; but I fancy that the  English-wallahs 
everywhere would join forces to fight a pitched battle over 
this issue, without however any prospect of getting away 
with it! 


When that quota system comes—I have a shrewd 
suspicion that it is already at work—these Anglo-maniacs 
will find themselves deprived of one of the major objec- 
tives of their guerrilla campaign. They may produce from 
among their close-knit ranks as many, English-writing 
Shakespeares, Miltons and Burkes as they please; I know 
they haven’t so far, andcan’t ever. But they would be cut to 
size in all-India affairs with inexorable impartiality born of 
indifference, The pressure if, at all, is likely to grow in 
the reverse direction. The Hindi-wallahs are certain to 
fare better in English too since they would come to master 
it with a sound and vitally expressive mother-tongue to 
help them. I go so far as to visualise a time when the Tamils 
would clamour for the elimination of English, even as 
they now clamour for the elimination of Hindi ; since what 
would motivate them would always be the same,—namely to 
steal a march over others in this game of life. Let me 
hasten to tell you that sucha desire, far from being ignoble, 
is both natural and universally found. For Nature itself 
discriminates between man and man, making some geniuses, 
and leaving the rest to fend for themselves. 


7. All-India Services 


Another criticism of the proposed quota-system is that 
it would destroy the all-India character of the services. 
This is one of those generalisations which lie like truth. 
If the all-India character comes from participating in a 
competitive examination, that feature is still there; if it 
is the result of selection by merit, it is alto there, since the 
fittest up to the prescribed number would be enrolled from 
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each state. The neglect of merit is thus seen to be a 
wholly unfounded complaint. What is perhaps intended 
is that the best men from one state may not measure up to 
the best men from any other state. This is at most sup- 
positious, but granting it for the sake of argument, it is 
also true of the present system where the first-ranking 
candidate and the last, sneaking into the selection-list, are 
separated by a disparity which is more accurately and 
objectively recorded in their performance-sheets. I have 
not heard any one complaining about this inevitable result 
of ranking, and the sloping gulf that separates every one 
from the one next below him. They are recognised as fit 
for the cadre, and are expected further to find their levels 
in the actual fields of work to which they will be assigned 
in a rotating manner. The plums of the service go to the 
best of the Jot,—or so at least we are led to suppose. But 
it is as likely as not that the better civilian may be content 
to work at a lower level, and find compensations in other 
fields of equal value to himself and the nation. 


Occasion and the man: 


I shall go one step further and grant that state-quotas 
would stunt the successful candidates to the state-level, 
and inter-state mobility rendered more and more difficult. 
Tnis can happen only when state-wise selections are rigged 
to push in the unworthy at the cost of the best. Even so, 
new opportunities and new incentives may be expected to 
enlarge their minds and heighten their human sensibilities 
so as to enable them to play their parts worthily. Byron 
describes the awe-inspiring effect of beholding the dome of 
St. Peter’s Church at Rome by saying that the soul of the 
beholder expands to take in the majestic dimensions of it. 
A praetically unread but self-taught man has blossomed 
into a national leader of the first rank; and it is within the 
knowledge of most of us how he adjusted himself to his 
mounting responsibilities and exhibited a flair for political 
acumen, a steady dynamism and an amazing tact in the 
handling of men. Has a breath of scandal, or charge of 
incompetence, of nepotism, of perverting political power 
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for personal ends ever touched Kamaraj? We should all 
be preud of him, not as a Madrasi or Tamilian, but as an 
Indian who can keep his head clear and cool when others 
Jose it, who has never failed in the human touch and who 
has governed with strength and moderation. If he, without 
any background, could make such capital use of his 
opportunities, why should we suppose that the pick of our 
trained youth will fail to make the grade in their turn ? 


9. Myth of Efficiency 


The anticipated fall in efficiency is a stock argument. 
When Sir Francis Burnand was editing Punch, an old lady 
at a party greeted him with an ominous shake of her head 
and the remark that Punch was deteriorating and was not 
what it was ip her youth. Sir Burnand is reported to have 
‘made her a grave bow and the reply: ‘I agree with you, 
madam ; it never was\’ If you understand the delicate wit 
of the remark, you will be at a loss to know which to 
admire more,—the suavity or the irony of it. 


These apostles of efficiency have either no notion of 
what it means or quietly connive at its deterioration till it 
becomes a fait accompli. Something worse than the quota 
system is actually in force in almost all the states, and it is 
called communal representation. When it was first proposed 
about forty years ago, the spiritual forbears of these living 
apostles of efficiency raised the identical cry against it, and 
prophesied woe unto the entire administration. But the 
system came nevertheless, and the administration has been 
going on at least as well or ill as it did before it. What 
is even more to the point, some of the people who denoun- 
ce iinow were themselves zealous in applying it when 
they had power in their hands. Today the services at 
state-levels are so diversified in terms of communities that, 
a priori, administration must suffer grievously at their 
hands. But I should like any of the purists to have the 
courage to come forward and publicly say so with impun- 
ity. The vaunted superiority and, therefore, the indispens- 
ability of particular communities with a pre-natal patent 
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for such jobs have been debunked effectively. This is not 
to say that the new class are immaculate and infallible ; 
they, like their confrerers all the world over, suffer from 
the evils of over-bureaucritisation. But considered as. 
Civil Servants they are standing up to the crazy demands 
of over-government which has come to plague us perma- 
nently in the name of a Welfare-State. 


10. Wanted Character —all-round 


And then, what right have we to ask our Civilians to 
be superior to our politicians on the one hand and the 
public on the other ? How can they, forced to touch pitch, 
hope to remain undefiled? The ambit of their initiative is. 
insidiously narrowing while their responsibilities multiply 
fearfully in all directions. They have to serve not only 
God and Mammon, but all the lesser deities of Pande- 
Monium and yet come out unscathed! Corruption is born 
Of secrecy and security ; and our democracy which should 
have let the fierce sun of publicity play freely upon it, is 
driven to work like moles in the dark and under-ground. 
In a much smaller crowd of Athenians, Diogenes was 
unable to spot the honest man with the aid of his lantern; 
he would never dream of embarking on such an impossible 
quest in the modern world, particularly in chaotic coun- 
tries like ours. 


Remember tbat it is you with your mon possumus 
attitude who are responsible for floating such desperate 
ideas and expedients. It is up to you to choose one of 
two evils, both of your own seeking, because you have 
deserted the path of reason and commonsense. If you do 
not take a move forward of your own accord, depend upon 
it, an earthquake will do the work for you. The moral of 
it all is that the one thing you cannot ask for or hope to 
get is the status quo. As well ask for our dead ancestors 
to come back to life! 


11. Why not import all our needs ? 


If we are to have a ready-made language for all our 
needs, why not extend the arrangement to other fields, and. 
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get all we need from England, Russia and America where 
they produce things more beautifully and cheaply? 
Why, in snort, should we draw up our five-year and other 
plans merely to produce inferior textiles, crude motor-cars, 
insufficient and sub-standard steel, adulterated cement and 
so on down the entire shopping list ofthe nauon? Wecan 
enter into arrangements with the advanced countmes and 
they would jump atthe offer. But the planning pundits 
Say (quite rightly, I think) that if we depend upon others, 
we would be lost in an emergency. But it 18 astounding 
that in a matter that touches our very soul and spirit asa 
nation. there should be a single Indian to demand 
shamelessly that we should borrow a foreign language, 
Merely to assert that it is not foreign cannot confer on it 
National provenance. As well, label a donkey a horse and 
claim that you have achieved a metamorphosis! In 
an emergency, we would have to rush to London or Oxford 
or Canterbury to decide a difference of opinion among 
ourselves as to what a particular word or phrase actually 
means! Grant that we cannot agree with one another on 
any question in a peaceable, gentile, brotherly manner, —we 
grant our unfitness for Swaraj; if we add to it a blazing 
torch of searing hatred for one another which singe: 
scorches and burns us all alive, we establish beyond 
doubt our unfitness to be included in the human 
species. 


12. Go Slow without Moving! 


Another argument is: ‘Go slow, if you please!’ This 
is coupled with a covert determination not to take the 
first essential step at any time in any direction. The pace of 
your march can only be determined if you first agree to move 
on. Itis said that the peopleare not yet'ready for the change- 
over. Ido not know who has discovered it and how he 
made the discovery. I rather fancy that the very same 
people must have told us that we were not ready for 
Swaraj, and that we should not aspire for it ina hurry. 
Swaraj came without heeding them, and we woke upto 
the need for meriting it by our actions. Midnight of some 
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day in 1947 did not bring us Swaraj; but it gave us the 
green-flag signal to go ahead. We have faltered on the way, 
forgot the main road, dawdled too long at the wrong points 
and are altogether in a somewhat messy condition. But 
are these reasons to justify our staying put or going back or 
Tunning away from the scene aliogether? Are We not 
realising painfully, slowly and all the time that Freedom 
iS no joke, nor even a game o! skittles? If our plans are 
to be pushed through with maximum urgency, I say that 
our mental, emotional and spiritual or cultural fitness for 
our new responsibilities should be stepped up, at a some- 
what higher tempo. 


Stevenson, who wrote largely for young men like 
you, puts it nicely by saying: ‘Store up riches as 
much as you can against the day of riches.’ Let 
us not find ourselves in the predicament of the new-rich 
who have everything but culture. In the penultimate 
era of British rule through which I grew up [ 
had everything but freedom and felt that life was 
Stale and unprofitable. But now I find myself in a worse 
Situation ; for now I have freedom and nothing else! My 
young friends, this applies to you with even greater force : 
and because of it, it is a parlous future into which you are 
drifting unknowingly, indolently, almost perversely. My 
sands are running out; but I know that yours are 
accumulating still. Pray use them well. 


13. The English Window 


Nehru once compared English to a window which is 
opened to the outside world which we cannot afford to 
shut eut; and every nitwil has been repeating it fatuously 
ever since. But what, I ask you, is the earthly use of a 
window if you have no door through which you can come 
out of or go into the room itself? The Lady of Shallot- 
was condemned to see the outside world only through 
a life-size mirror (facing a window) placed in her room 
out of which she was not allowed to go out. But when 
the mirror cracked in some mysterious fashion, her world 
disappeared and she with it. Would you all like to suffer 
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the fate that overtook that charming but helpless girl whose 
education was so stupidly perverted by whoever was 
responsible for it? I sincerly hope not. A good habitable 
home needs windows and doors. Your mother-tongue 1s 
the room with door while foreign languages (even Hindi 
if you please) are but windows. Know which is 
which, provide for all, and lead more healthy lives at least 
hereafter. 


But in one sense the comparison of English to a 
‘window’ is appropriate with a vengeance. The English 
which you have acquired or enjoy is like the possession 
and enjoyment of all beholders of all display-windows of 
our big shops in which we find a seductive and varied 
show of the products of luxury. Their price-range is 
beyond 99 per cent of all us, but yet they sell and the 
companies make tremendous profits. You see a bed-room 
suite which is priced 3000/- enly! You see a frigidaire 
costing a trifling 2U00/-; gleaming beauties in steel to 
serve as your ward-robe catch your eye in another window. 
And you enjoy a Barmecide feast which starves you body 
and soul. You are similarly taught Shakespeare and Mil- 
ton and the rest, but all the profit you get is a window view 
of their glories. You want notes, probable questions etc., 
and make a hash of your English from first to last. People 
do not spend their lives gazing at or through windows, 
They are intended for ventilation ; the more of them there 
are to a room or a house the healtheir would be the 
dwellers in it. That house is your mother-tongue. 


14. English as a Neutral language 


I have already laid bare to you the hollowness of the 
claim that English would be a common handicap for all; 
it is next said it would be a ‘neutral’ language as 
well. To call any language ‘neutral’ is a triumph of 
obtuseness, and I do not know who first applied that 
epithet to English ; for he deserves to be honoured with 
‘poornakumbam’ ‘Ponnadai’, ‘Darivattam’ and ‘Pattabhi- 
shekam.’ But al] others who have been repeating it after 
him are, to a man, children of a larger growth who believe 
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that if a thing is repeated long and often enough, it must 
be true! Languages are not only not neutral, but are the 
most dynamic, explosive and vital force in men;and they 
will work wonders or cause untold havoc according to 
circumstances. This is a great truth enshrined in the 
cultural history of the world. 


The idea underlying it, as you think, is that 
all the Indian languages are violently and _ dis- 
gustingly partisan, and that we must go in for an 
official language which would be like some of 
our ancient mownies,—detached, impersonal, with all 
passion spent. But the people who use this word hardly 
know what a language means; it is speech which is sound 
which is sabdha, which is Brahman, the eternal, all-pervad- 
ing reality, the ‘waves’ through which modern science 
has established remote sight and remote control. Puta 
sea-shell to your ear and you will be aware of that 
neutral sound; but it is only neutral in the sense that 
you do net make head or tail of it. And yet itis out of 
that neuter that all creation has taken shape. The Vedas 
call it parame yyoman, that 1s pertaining to Brahman, 
That is why, as I Said earlier, what we call letters 
are sounds which are indestructible—aksharaas. 


If these considerations are kept in mind, it will be 
seen that English is anything but a ‘neutral’ language; 
no language is. Besides, English is urged by those who 
have fallen for it through good or bad acquaintance: it is 
not neutral to them. It will be neutral, that is, meaning- 
less, only to those whom we keep igncrant of all lan- 
guages—even of their own mother-tongues—which they 
talk, as they breathe, with a certain animal instinct. The 
condition of English remaining neutral to them js that 
they must continue to be kept in that state of ignorance in 
which they may be continued to be exploited by these 
people! 

Neutrality as applied to languages is thus seen to be 
a fraud which has for its aim the wholesale condemnation 
of all Indian languages, even in their state-milieu. For if 
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any one of them can become unclean by being used at the 
centre, it must revel in that uncleanness more shamelessly 
at staie-levels, As a certain amount of inter-state business 
must always be carried on, and as the local languages are 
branded as ‘unfit’, it should follow that the mother-tongues 
should everywhere be abolished ! 


If you tell an Englishman that we consider his lan- 
guage neutral, he will think (rightly) that you have gone 
dafi; for the idea of applying the neuter gender to his lan- 
guage would strike him as imbecile toa degree. Do you 
call Portia’s praise of Mercy or Shylock's passionate out- 
burst or Hamlet’s soliloquy on suicide neutral? Does 
neutrality reside in the words or the speaker or in the con- 
text? The miserable truth is that you would much rather a 
foreign language ruled over us for ever than that we should 
evolve one of our own. It is not the study or love of 
English that has brought us to such a degrading pass; jt 
is the degradation in the mind and soul of those who say it 
that peeps out of such an inept statement ! 


Lastly, there is a comic and unintended implication 
of pleading for a ‘neutral’ language. Applying the analogy 
of a neutral person, it should follow that it should not 
take sides with any of the Indian languages, but itself 
remain wherever it may be. This means that the Indian 
languages musi fight it out between themselves, and evolve 
a concensus of their own. This is exactly what is envisaged 
in the Constitution, and it wculd materialise cnly when al] 
the state-languages go full steam ahead. Seeing that these 
worthies do not want it, their espousal of English for qa 
muddled reason, exposes them to the ridicule of any sensi. 
ble man. Language is supremely feminine, for it 1s creative; 
but a neutral language is balderdash. 


Why do you seek to impose your glamour for the 
English language on others who know nothing of it at one 
end. or who have a corresponding glamour for their own 
mother-toneue and wth more reason and semtiment on 
their side than you have fora comrlete outsider? Some 
unfortunate orphans owe all they may became to a kindly 
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foster-mother; but the Case of one who, having avery 
loving and devoted mother, spurns her to blubber and 
slobber over a maatraantai is both unnatural and ludicrous. 
It is in nature for mothers to put up with anything from 
their unfeeling, graceless or depraved children; for to 
them, these ne’er-do-weeis are children still; but what a pity 
when these truants to nature, loyalty and piety should 
preen themselves on their perversion and invite the whole 
‘world to follow them and do likewise! The iron 
and satire of Voltaire and Swift, the sneer of Gibbon, the 
white-hot indignation of the prophets, put together, would 
be inadequate to siigmatise these worthies as they deserve 
to be. 


15. Falling Standards 


To start at the lowest point, standards in it are going 
down steadily, and you yourselves know how difficult it is 
for you to express yourselves properly and neatly in English. 
Thousands of you are sharp, precocious and quick in the 
up-take, and score cent per cent in most of the subjeets; 
but a majority of you suffer grievously, needlessly, because 
of the hurdle of English which you are condemned to 
cross under exasperating conditions. Your experis call 
for an improvement in teaching methods ; others advocate 
a simplified English. But not one of these admits the real 
cause of the trouble which is making English a compulsory 
FIRST language. Itis the living embodiments of these 
falling standards who become teachers in due course, and 
it is they who further help the depression of the average. 
All the wastage that is now admittedly going on in education 
is due to the obstinacy of an older genera! ion which sits tight 
on your necks likethe Old Munof the S2a, and who would 
meither get off nor reduce your burden. They belong to 
a vanished era, but unluckily for ycu, have refused to 
vanish with it. Had you organised a movement of this kind 
to enforce the teaching medium in the mother-tongue pro- 
gressively and continuously, wonderful resulis would have 
been achieved even in the last fiteen years. Waen the 
Constitution gave you an opportinity to develop your own 
moiher-tongue and when it offers varted incentives, you . 
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I find from the papers, which have been whooping 
against Hindi, a subtle change of intonation in the writers 
Of special articles, at the prospect of the quotas coming. 
They have suddenly discovered brains, cleverness, efficiency 
etc. , as likely to suffer a disastrous eclipse. Ideal with this 
separately. Administration, it is feared, would go down and 
chaos would stare us in theface! But their wailings and 
warnings are unlikely to be heeded. A quota system 1s 
but the logical and triumphant culmination of a movement 
which started Jong ago, and which has been religiously 
kept up by all ministries whatever their personnel or eom- 
plexion. What used to be called the monopoly by a_ few 
of all the plums of office has been so effectively 
broken that, today, when an upper-caste individual 
obtains a coveted job, it is greeted with incredulous 
surprise. There is such a thing as people rising to an 
occasion, just as there is also the case of people sinking 
beneath sloth, complacency and satiety. I: is all a 
question of your attitude to life and men. If you think 
that life is worth while and that men can be decent, all 
else becomes plain sailing ; for then you will m ke allow- 
ances forthe black sheep. But if you hold that you must 
push on somehow and that the devil should take those who 
are hindmost, you may find yourself more often in the 
rear than in the front ! . 


You have added the quota system to many other ills 
that you and your leaders may enumerate to your- 
selves in your sub-conscious arithmetic. The Tamil pro- 
verb which says that the man who started to dig a well 
found that he had enraged a ghoul seems unhappily 
applicable to you. ‘If I may suggest it, stop further excava- 
tion, for the well you are digging 1s a pit-fall for you! 


Two other better results of your agitation have just been 
announced. The Calcutta University panjandrums have 
decided to make Bengali the medium of all instruction 
from the academic year 1967! Why 1967 is a minor 
mystery, but it is a tacit admission that their bluff has 
at last been called. The Bengali’s devotion to English 
is thus seen as motivated by politics. The more vener- 
able Struldburgs of our own University have also been 
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jolted out of their smug, supercilious complacency. The 
V-C. announced at the last meeting of the Academic 
Council that the Syndicate would bring in proposals for the 
teaching of some subjects in the regional language! The 
Tamil proverb which is applicable here is the one which 
says that the man, who was trounced unmercifully, still 
proudly boasted that his moustache was never soiled in 
the dirt! If you will kindly remember that these very 
Same worthy people made a dead-sei against Messrs. 
Avinashi and Subrahmanym when they pleaded for such 
a reform some years ago, but pleaded in vain, then you can 
form some idea of how solicitous of your interests, how 
efficient, zealous and patriotic these caterpillars of your 
education have been all these years! 


You would have realised by now that the only states 
which have protested against the proposed quota-system are 
Bengal and Madras. Do you know the reason why? With 
the help of English, both have been carrying away the 
lion’s share of places and perquisites in the all-India servi- 
ses till now. The other. siates are now clamouring for 
their share, thanks to your preposterous agitation. I have 
shown already low this quota business would be the 
crown and summit and coping stone of communal repre- 
sentation which first began in Madras, and which has now 
spread all over the country. You can do nothing about it; 
for things being what they are, the consequences of them 
will be what they must be! That is what a profound phi- 
losopher said; it is not mine. Incidentally, I must tell 
you also that the ‘plums’ of office have ceased to attract 
our most adventurous or ambitious youth. They are stray- 
ing further aficld in search of fresh pastures. That is why 
the I. A. S. asa cadre has sunk into inglorious medio- 
crity since the beginning of our independence-era. 


{V 


1. What Pakistan has done 


Consider next, your infatuation for English from ano- 
ther angle. You know that we have Puk.sian on our 
door-sttp. Do you know what is the national or official 
language of 1t? It is URDU! The Bengalis resented it and 
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fought hard to secure parity of status for English— 
do you think? Did they yell for ‘English? Alone’ 
or ‘English for Ever,? as some dilapidated old 
gentlemen are doing in our midst? No, they insisted 
on Bengali and obtained that privilege. Tne result 
is rather curious if not diverting. There are in sepa- 
rated Pakistan more ardent lovers of Bengali who have rai- 
sed it (o full political status than has been done by Benga- 
lis in Bengal who still clamour, next to us, for the contin- 
ued use of English. These two—the Bengalis and Tamils— 
are actuated by as:mple but not edifying feeling that, 
because Bengali or Tamil can never be the union Language 
of India, therefore, it should be something else which 
belongs to none in this country! This attitude of mind 
is well summed up in the proverbial story of the man 
who prayed tothe Almighty that he would gladly lose 
one of his eyes if, at the same time, his enemy lost both 
his! Solomon’s Judgment was copied in the creation of 
Pakistan, for a child in dispute was cut in two to placate 
two rival claimants to it, one of whom was demonstrably 
not the mother. The true mother was so stupefied by the 
proposal that she lost consciousness during the operation, 
and has woken up too late to find the mischief done! 


How do you explain the fact that neither the Western 
nor the Eastern wing of Pakistan gave not even a moment’s 
thought to English? Do you think that they are stupid and 
backward, as our dear, departed leader often hinted in his 
inimitably delicate way ? Do you believe that they wish to 
remain ienorant and backward for ever? How do you 
explain the fact that, in spite of their anti-English bias, 
both England and the U. S. are backing them with 
undiminished zest? Their eeonomic condition is better 
than ours. for we are borrowing from them too! They 
are well-fed enough to sell their surplus rice to us, while 
we have erected permanent Kavadis inal] the countries 
of the world, begging for doles of rice, wheat, and 
whatever else is thrown away thereon the refuse! Nor 
has Pakistan suffered the disgrace of being whipped 
by a foreign power as we have been; notan inch ef Pak 
teiritory is in alien possession by force majeur as is our 
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sad lot. Inthe diplomatic circles of the world, Pakistan 
enjoys greater honour and prestige than we do. 


2. Our Image Abroad 


Our embassies abroad and the ornaments shining in or 
from them are an objects of discreet joking, ill-concealed 
raillery and quiet contempt for anumber of reasons, not the 
least important of which is the fact that these worthies 
speak Oxford English with meticulous laboriousness. They 
are ignorant or contemptuous of Indian history and they 
glory in their desiccated and alienated condition. The 
world may be pardoned if it thinks that we continue slaves 
of England ona voluntary basis, even after getting our 
independence! Fora parallel, let me tell you that, after 
Lincoln issued bis proclamation abolishing slavery, many 
among the Negroes were so confounded that they implored 
their erstwhile masters to let them remain their slaves 
Still! 


What Pakistan has done, we toocan do if only our 
leaders had aclear vision and were resolved to give the 
benefit of it to the people. It heeded the call of patriot- 
ism, commonsense and the natural urges of its people. 
Nor need you run away with the notion that it has abandon- 
ed the study of English. It has produced at least as dis- 
tinguished modern scientists, writers and poets as we have. 
Ask any Indian muslim who he is, and he will reply proud- 
ly: ‘A muslim.’ Ask any Indian who he is, and he will 
tell you the mame _ of his caste. The Muslim has 
one overriding loyalty; the Hindu has none to 
take him” out of his self-centred, narrow, pitiful 
existence. Al] the world is afraid of our potential, united 
strength, for it would be impregnable; we however hasten 
to assure others that we can never agree on anything or 
unite over anything tomake history. Our champion-role 
from after the coming'of Islam has been to mar ourselves 
and history itseif. Why do we need foreign adventurers 
to disrupt us when it is a national hobby of irresistible 
fascination for us all! 
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3. Language and the Capital 


That is one of the reasons why I make this appeal to 
you. I appeal to your better side, to your nobler impulses 
which a]lso automatically promote the progrees and con- 
solidation of our country. In choosing your slogans and 
battle-cries, even your self-interest should teach you to 
inspire in others sympathy for your cause and respect for 
your methods. You have all read some history, and some 
more than others; and you must therefore know that the 
Official or national language of every country develops 
and has always developed round the centre of its power. 
Delhi has seen many changes of government—this is the 
ninth according to some people. Mind you, but is has 
always been called ‘imperial’! The reason for it is that it has 
dominated the entire country from Kashmir to Cape Co- 
morin. Whether the central power was autocratic, demo- 
cratic, native or foreign, it has always enforced its over- 
lordship of the whole. Not for vanity nor for ostentation— 
as seemed the case latterly—but for the compelling need 
to secure its owu safety. It was exactly a case of ‘aut 
nullus, aut Caésar,—either empire or nothing. The idea of 
a Chakravartin with a capacious and protective umbrella 
spread over all the people is typicaily Hindu, and it goes 
back to the véry beginnings of our history. 


From before Prithvi Raj’s time’ till long after him, 
Sanskrit remained the official and national language, while 
regional prakrits also flourished side by side. Records 
and memorials testify to both as living tongues. The 
unity of India has endured through the longest period of 
the world’s recorded history, pertaining to a single peo- 
ple, because it was never so much political or militarist 
or even economic as cultural, emotional and religious. 
In this respect, the: only parallel to us is furnished by 
Europe taken as.‘a whole with Roman Catholicism to give it 
its spiritual and cultural sustenance. That is why ‘all the 
politica! systems emanating from Delhi took care to leave 
the states or desas or kingdoms practically sovereign in: 
their restricted jurisdiction. From the common matrix 
of Sanskrit, regional languages drew continuously and’ 
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copiously, and gifted genius from regional] language-areas 
enriched Sanskrit in their turn. We may say that the re- 
ciprocal interchange went on even during Moghul times, but 
was arrested only with the advent of the British through 
our own monumental folly. For the British rulers wished 
us to dcvelop our ‘vernaculars’ with the aid of their new 
Icarning, while the first generation of our intelligentsia 
proved recreant to their heritage. Since then, all the 
languages have suffered equally disastrously because we 
had neither the power nor the inclination to put them to 
purposeful use. The hope that Swaraj would usher ina 
more congenial atmosphere for our regeneration has been 
falsified in this, as in so many other branches of our 
national activity. 


Had there been no change of Capital from Calcutta 
to Delhi, the official language might well have been Ben- 
gali in the Nagari script. It would not have meant favour- 
ed treatment of Bengalis or discrimination against the 
rest. It wouJd have merely acknowledged an inexorable, 
objective fact. Tie Marathas, who built up an empire of 
their own and made Marathi an imperial language, have 
a more legitimate grouse against Hindi than we, Tamils, 
since we have never been in the mainstream of Indian. 
history. But we too have our compensation in the 
memory of a greater India beyond the seas which Tamil. 
genius and Tamil enterprise established in the East 
Indies. It was not exclusively Tamil, however, because 
its ideolegy and impelling forces were derived from Sans- 
krit literature and history of which Tamil empire-builders 
became devoted exponents. 


But Delhi is a city of ill-omen, for it is drenched with 
the crimes and follies of men far more than any other his- 
toric capital; perhaps only Constantinople beats it 
by a good length! And there is another common 
factor between them which I need not specify here. The 
British had to quit it within less than forty years of trans- 
ferring their capital toit from Calcutta. It looks as if we 
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are not likely to fare much better. Soon after Independe- 
nce came, I wrote in favour of our leaders taking a deci- 
sion to shift the capital to a more central spot, and sugge¢s- 
ted Wardha to be expanded as Delhi has since been. [I also 
added that Delhi should be turned into a military out-post 
from which we could survey and control the whole of the 
Himalayan regions without the pantomimicry of politici- 
ans furnishing gaiety to the nations of the world. But of 
course. I was and still continue, without any discomfort, 
a nobody; but often enough good sense or even wisdom 
emanates from the mouths of babes and sucklings, and 
such a simple but heroic decision about our capital seven- 
teen or eighteen years ago might have symbolised the re- 
surgence of a truly national spirit and its holy sanXalpam 
to niake good in the modern world! But this linguistic 
trouble is not wholly due tothe location of the capital ; 
it is, as I seek to show elsewhere, motivated, in the last 
resort, by an aversion to any capital at all! 


Look at London: a most unlikely place for an empire's 
capital. But it was due to purely historical causes. And 
what you call modern English developed out of one dia- 
lect from half a dozen, some of which had a better liter- 
ary claim. West-Saxoo, Northumbrian, Anglian. Ken- 
this did not fight against Midland but made their own 
contributions to it and felt content to make it as much 
their own as of others. This English, as spoken by the 
Londen cockney, would be gibberish to you, just as the 
dialect of any one of the shires would leave you guessing 
as to what the speaker was saying. But you have never 
been there; nor have'I, but Ihave read different kinds of 
English to assure you that there is no single English language 
exactly for the reasons that are brought up against Hindi. 
What is called King’s English isa fluid, uncertain and 
constantly changing entity; and you may know more about 
itif you took the trouble to listen-in to a twenty-four- 
hour progarmme of broadcasts emanating from the London 
B. B.C. Butthen the British have more important and 
fruitful things to deal with, and so have left their language 
severely alone to develop in its own way with the help 
of their writers, their orators, their preachers, their actors 
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and their universities. We have left it to ignorant or 
timid politicians, carpet-baggers, and tuft-hunters to 
decide the issue for us. Whenthe blind lead the blind, 
is it any wonder that both should fall into the ditch? 


Look at the map of the Grecian archipelago. It was 
an accidcnt that Athens rose to greatness. Neither Sparta 
nor Corinth could do anything about it. Although Greek 
was the main language, it had many dialects which dis- 
tinguished the regions from one another, precisely as all 
North-Indian languages are local variations of Hindi, 
itself the orphan of Sanskrit. It is thus clear that English 
has been granted an indefinite reprieve to mollify you: and 
it seems a curious expression of gratitude for you to turn 
round on the rest of the country, and demand of it that it 
should also continue English for ever! The fox, without 
the tail has not the faintest chance of persuading the rest 
to emulate it merely to keep it 1m countenance. Not 
until you return, like the prodigal son, to your Tamil 
Parent can this unnatural fixation be resolved ; and it looks. 
as if a new generation must take charge before such a 
desirable turn-about is achieved. 


V 
1. What about Tamil ? 


What has amazed me in the present welter of confu- 
sion is the curious fact that no one, I say litera!ly—NOT 
ONE of you—has raised your voice in favour of making 
Tamil your local, regional and NATIONAL Language. 
May I remind you that it happens to be your mother-ton- 
gue ? Why not demand that your regional language be 
accorded national] or official status of co-ordinate dig- 
nity and validity? Why don’t you demand of your Madras 
ministry that it should conduct all its business in Tamil ? 
Sri Annadurai puts it to wonderful use as an orator, and 
writes it with equal facility and force. There are, in Tamil 
Nadu today, professors, philosophers, poets, critics and 
novelists using Tamil as their medium who would be an 
ornament of, and bring honour to anycountry. If they 
could find Tamil adequate enough for their varied needs 
as artists, thinkers and savants, why is it not being used 
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for the comparatively more pedestrian and hum-drum affairs 
of education and administration? I may be told that some- 
thing is being done, but that it has to be gradual and well- 

hased. But the whole thing is eye-wash sull; for not 
only has there been no such phased development in edu- 
cation itself, but there has been a quiet, insidious and 
relentless reversion to the status quo in it which the Tamils 
are still unaware of in its ultimate and total enormity. 
For you know that your medium of instruction up to the 
Secondary stage is Tamil], but that at the University level, 
English is being thrust down your throats with such brutal 
stupidity as to make 99 per cent of you choke, gasp, splu- 
ter and vomit at last without obtaining any real relief! 


You may think that I am raising an irrelevant Issue to 
confuse your minds. Believe me when I say that I am not 
a politician, but a one-time teacher. Asa teacher [ hold 
ita Sin to corrupt the mind of anybody; and to corrupt the 
minds of the young, I hold to be the deadliest of the 
deadly sins. For it 1s in them that the country’s future is 
shaping; and the elders of every generation wish (and 
ought to wish) for their children a lot at least slightly 
better than that which was their own. Your parents cnter- 
tain such hopes and longings for you individually, and 
they cheerfully erdure untold hardships and privations to 
help you forward, only because they are buoyed up by 
their pride in you and hopes for your welfare. 


2. Cheating Tamil 


Therefore when I ask you to consider why you are so 
contemptuous of your mother-tongue and so iniatuated 
with a tongue which 1s utterly foreign to you, can you not 
see the bearing of it on your present agitation? First and 
foremost, Hindi can never intrude where the moiher-tongue 
holds sway 12 undisputed majesty; Hindi imperialism, if 
likely or a reality, can be utterly smashed by Tamil devo- 
tion, and the constitution begs yon to develop and sireng- 
then it. Our youth are better grounded in general know- 
ledge today because they are getting the benefit of their 
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mother-tongue as the medium of their instruction. But at 
the collegiate level, you are being subjected to a species of 
tortuous experiment ot experimental torture which has ne1- 
ther science nor sense to commend it. The sudden demo- 
tion of ‘Tamil from the first to a second or n-th place 
damps adoloscent ardour, blights promising genius and Cas- 
trates a whole generation, condemning it to wholesale 
sterility. Who profits by it? 


The unremitting use of Tamil for any and all purpo- 
ses will give it a dignity, prestige and potency which it now 
sadly and unmeritedly lacks. If the Tamilian is to become 
ashamed or distrusful of his own mother-tongue, do you 
expect any one else to pay any heed to it? Languages are 
revived or destroyed by those who speak it, think in it and 
use it for all their needs as men, above the level of beusts. 
And may I tell you, from my very meagre knowledge of 
my niother-tongue (ignored in my time instead of being 
contemned as now) that it is one of two or three most 
highly evolved languages of the world? If it has at all 
survived, it is in spite of the neglect, the contempt and 
the ingratitude of its own children in the present genera- 
tion more than at any time inthe past. , Compared to its 
antiquity, copiousness, marvellous amplitude and depth 
as evinced by its enduring human appeal, English—I mean 
the English of Shakespeare and Milton—is an upstart of 
yesterday ! , 


3. Linguistic Snobbery 


Languages are like men—they are subject to snobbery. 
I have been struck by a pervasive and desolating inferiority 
complex dogging the minds of our Tamil scholars, writers 
and artists. The reason jis that in education, administration, 
in business, law, politics and the bureaucracy, English still 
retains pride of place withcut rhyme and reason. A smat- 
tering of English is considered the hall-mark of the new 
aristocracy which lke the iceberg, floats on the submerg- 
ed bottom o: the great bulk of our ignorant Masses. Our 
English smatterers and stammerers are, aS a rule, Tamil 
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lgnoramuses, while most Tamil enthusiasts are strangers 
to English. Kipling asked his countrymen: ‘What do 
they know of England who only England know?’ May I 
vary it and ask: ‘What do they know of English or Tamil 
who know neither well enough?’ Have you not heard or 
found out for yourselves that those who sailed into power 
after freedom have been largely made up of illiterates whose 
only concern has been to exploit power with all the grievous 
consequences which we see around us today? Are you too 
resolved to wallow in this stinking puddle to churn out 
filth, mud and poisonous fungi to foul the air all round 
you? If so, hear a solitary cry froma vanishing genera- 
tion which, in the name of God, bids you desist! 


4. A Reform Aborted 


Why I have said all the above is to give you courage 
and confidence and sound reasons to make you demand 
the more intensive and extensive use of Tamil in our 
state. As I have already pointed out, Sri Subrahmanyam 
when he was education Minister and Sri Avinashi before 
him. made a gallant attempt to introduce Tamilas the 
medium of instruction in the degree courses as well, instead 
of making a somersault with a view to catch English in the 
air as in now being done. The Vice-Chancellors together 
with the vested interests which sustain each other on a 
basis of complete reciprocity, and who know that they 
must sink together if they do not swim together, torpedoed 
the reform by covertly sabotaging it. Tamil students who 
flocked to these new courses in high hopes and with pardon- 
able (if not legitimate) Tamil fervour, found themselvcs 
exposed to ridicule and contempt to ensure the failure of 
the experiment. And the failure was thereupon triumph- 
antly cited as conclusive proof of the unworkability of 
the Tamil medium for our higher education! 


_ First of all, the desire for a job or a career is the 
driving motive impelling you to get educated. Because 
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it is: inevitable, it has to be accepted as also laudable. 
The young men who opted ‘or a Tami] course had a 
reasonable hope of being pioneers in blazing a new trail 
which would have ultimately led to the entnronement of 
Tamil as the language o° the masses, the classes, of govern- 
ment, literature and the arts. By choking off Tamil at the 
collegiate level], your 'eaders have made sure that Tamil 
Never, never attains to its rightful place in your higher 
life as Tamils with a valuable cultural heritage. The 
actual result today is that you are no better off with Eng- 
lish than in the past, and infinitely worse off as children 
of Taimizhagam. You and your leaders have conspired— 
you unknowingly and they knowingly—to play a shabby trick 
on the language which Valluvar turned into iridescent 
crystal and Kamban shaped iato a swelling symphony! Do 
you think that I am exaggerating? You have never heard 
of me, my young friends, and I assure you [ am not after 
your Votes ! 


5. Potency of Tamil 


You have all been scared out of your wits by the bogey 
that Tamil is not developed enough to be used for higher 
education. But who has iound it out after due trial? It 
is like saying that a mountain—spring contains only one 
bucke!-ful of water and that it cannot irrigate acres. Any 
sensible farmer would Jump for Joy at the sight of sucha 
spring, and he will proceed to draw bucket after bucket 
out of it, since he knows that a natural spring will never 
go dry. My young friends, every language is a God-given, 
perennial spring and only cries to be drawn out. The 
spring to draw from is in you and in your culiural heritage. 
Do you know that the word Saraswati is eiymologically 
cognate with the word ‘stream’? Tuerefore he who says that 
Tamil is undevelured is guilty of ignorance, malice or 
defamation. People say that atomic energy remained un- 
developed till modern times. What they mean is that man 
remained undeveloped forthe purpose, and that the moment 
he tried, he achieved it. Scientists tell you that the 
Sun isa practically inexhausiible store-louse of atomic 
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energy. It has beei there for millions of aeons, and we 
none the wiser till now! 


But not so our ancients. They discovered step by step 
the wonderful potentialities of their mind and evolved 
speech which is the oflspring of Brahman! A people who 
were able to measure time, and sub-divide or multiply it 
to arrive at infinity in both directions, who have enunciat- 
ed theories of cosmogony at one end, of fission, and 
relativity at the other end, cannot exactly be dubbed ignor- 
ant or backward. And yet, all these discoveries and 
truths are found imbedded in Sanskrit and Tamil lore. 
Why should you traduce anything the value and worth 
of which you neither know nor take the trouble to know? 


6. The Role of the Classics 


It is next said that even if we use our langu- 
ages for many purposes, we can never afford to give 
up English in Law, Medicine, Science, Engineering 
and modern technology. The ignorance underlying this 
pathetic admission would be laughable if its effects were 
not so tragic. Were the builders of the Madurai temple 
and Tirumalai Naicken’s palace — English-educated 
American approved, Russian-returned Engineers? What 
Englismen have done is to embody in their own 
language every scrap of knowledge culled from all 
the corners of the world so as to make it available to 
their own children from generation to generation. In doing 
so, they have not scrupled to borrow words, phrases and 
terms from what, to the entire western world, is a common 
and inexhaustible matrix—namely Greek and Latin. If 
any of you have the patience, Task you to take up any 
technical book on law, medicine, engineering or mathema- 
tics and count down all the words which are of English 
origin and those which are of Greek, Latin, German, French, 
or Arabic origin slightly disguised. Eliminate the latter 
groups of words from the book, and then try to read the 
book. See if you can make head or tail of the remnant. 
It would be like infantile prattling or anthropoidal chatter! 


31 


What has happened? The Europeans belong to one 
cultural stock even where they claim to be ethnically sepa- 
Tate or different. So they forget their separatist quarrels 
in the field of knowledge, and are drawing from a com- 
mon source by common consent to name the new things 
they have been inventing or discovering continuously. 
These names serve to identify them, but it is the things 
themselves that count. 


Let me give you a simple illustration. Nuclear 
physics and space-conquest have opened new worlds 
of which you may have heard something without 
knowing anything. That is the lot of most of us who 
are laymen. But the scientists themselves have coined 
a whole dictionary of new terms to indicate the 
differentia of their discoveries and inventions. You 
talk easily of cosmonauts; but do you know that it 
is a new word formed by joining two latin terms, cosmos 
and nautilus in an elegant manner? The meaning isa 
Sailor in the universe of space. See how many words are 
compressed in a single term! The miracle was achieved 
because Latin and Greek are still very much alive to the 
pioneers of thought in Europe and America. There are 
thousands of similar examples which the brighter among 
you will come to know. But the condition on which you 
may come to know them is that you must learn and mas- 
ter not English alone but your mother-tongue, Sanskrit, 
Latin, Greek, Russian, German, French and all. This is 
clearly too much for any single person. So what the Wes- 
tern countries have been doing for more than a thousand 
years is to ground all education in the mother-tongue, and 
spur the gifted among them to master the other languages 
according to their varying aptitudes, so that they bring in- 
to their native stock the treasures which they find in other 
jJanguages. 


7. What have you created with English ? 


‘As it 1S. you are neither good Tamil scholars nor good 
English scholars. Have one hundred and fifty years of Eng- 
lish education produced ome scientist (other than Raman) 
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of international fame? Or one poet, novelist or dramatist 
other than Tagore, known to the outside world? Count the 
numbers of them produced by great countries like Japan or 
small countries like Poland or Yugoslavia, Egypt or Israel, 
For their works are fond in English translations. We 
ought to hang down our heads in silent humiliation, 
self-imposed by our own folly. But do you know that all 
his life, Tagore denounced the waste of energy and time 
involved in forcing all our children to be taught in the 
English medium? All the fomentors of current discord 
know the truth of this elementary principle of education; 
but as they havea variety of axes of their own to grind, 
they slur over what our own best minds have to say about 
the well-being of the coming generations. +»Not one of 
them dare come for ward and accuse Tagore of being a 
chauvinist or anti-English fanatic! 


Do you know that the members of the old I.C.S 
were men of first-rate and versatile abilities which helped 
them not only to a coveted career the material 
rewards of which were glittering, but which also gave them 
even ampler scope for burgeoning out into archaelogists, 
historians, poets, philosophers, linguists and experts in 
obscure but important fields of knowledge? [am afraid 
that few of our I.A.S. have so far done anything worthy of 
note, beyond drawing their monthly salary, T.A. 
etc., although they are supposed to be the inheritors of and 
Successors to a magnificent tradition. The reason is, to me, 
plain; it is that these young people, taken by and large, 
have neither a knowledge of sucha tradition, nor are given 
the equipments to build up one of their own like it. 
Being the products of an insane system of education with 
imbecile priorities stupefying them, nothing better could be 
expected of them. I would sooner be cut to pieces than 
admit that our breed has gone down in quality to accouat 
for this eclipse. My dear young men, you are being fe 
on chaff and condemned to pertorm like beasts of burden. 
All the rabble of English-educated Indians, who are just 
now writing such unmitigated rubbish in the daily news- 
Papers have not, between them, yet produced one good 
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Classic in English which the English people think good 
enough to be prescribed for study by their youth. On the 
Other hand, we are so stupid and so dead to any sense of 
our own self-respect as to go on prescribing in our Univer- 
sities the third-rate hack-work of English drudges who 
thus find an easy way to keep their pots boiling. I have a 
fellow-feeling. if not sympathy, for these ‘devils.’ But I 
ask you: Did God create us and does he keep us going 
for the benefit of the English trade? And have we no other 
function to perform in this vast field of human exertion ? 


8. Let Regional Languages Come up. 


The moment we decide to use Tamil without reserva- 
tions, we shall be saved for ever after. There will of 
course be a time-lag in which every change will seem 
painful and unnecessary ina short view. The test to be 
applied in such cases is always one and the same: Is 
our objective sound in itself and is it essential for our 
very existence? If the answer is in the affirmative, you 
must go ahead with faith above and fortitude within, for 
the future will then be with you. But the necessary incen- 
tive to use the mother-tongue can only be furnished 
by the State using it for alk its needs. Before the 
linguistic squabble first reared its head in the Lok 
Sabha some time ago, I made the suggestion (it was 
neither original nor startling), that parliamentary 
debates must be allowed to be conducted in all 
the fourteen languages recognised by our Union as equally 
national, and that a mechanical arrangement should be 
installed to have all the speeches simultaneously translated 
into the two leading languages, Hindiand English. Such 
a system is in vogue in the UNO deliberations where you 
may be surprised to know that thé majority of speeches 
are made in NON—ENGLISH languages. They are 
simultaneously translated into English, French and I 
believe, one or two other languages. Thanks to this 
arrangement the UNO, which is riddled with interna- 
tional rackets, is happily free from this linguistic one. It 
was only after some ‘fanatics?’ made the Lok Sabha a 
‘bear-garden’ that the government took a tardy but 
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obvious step, and it is now possible for any one to speak 
in any Indian language there, and for the same to be 
heard by the rest in a medium known to them. 


I mention this small episode to remind you of a 
simple truth. When government is run by dedicated; 
efficient men, it will anticipate trouble and devise 
ways and means of eliminating it well in advance. Why 
did the Lok Sabha authorities not order the present 
arrangement from the very beginning? The same sad story 
is being repeated in every aspect of national revival and 
reconstruction, with all the deplorable results which we 
now sce distracting and debilitating us steadily and 
noisily. 


If all the regional languages clamour for and obtain 
recognition on the basis of parity, and if all of them are 
purposefully used in the Lok Sabha, very important and 
beneficial results would follow. Al] the Indian languages 
would be forced to rub shoulders with one another, each 
giving something to others and taking something from 
them inreturn. The linguistic wallsthat keep ourstates 
in akind of isolation would be demolished and all the 
languages would confront one another face to face. The 
frequent hearing of new or strange tongues must leave 
on the minds that hear, some sort of impress of their own 
Swaroopas, and acquaintance will be encouraged to grow and 
ripen into friendship. Orators and wits in each language 
will inevitably make their mark, and at least to enjoy a 
topical joke, there would be eagerness to know what has 
been said. Thus will come into currency an acceptable 
and appreciable number of phrases and expressions which 
would contribute to the evolution of accmmon all-India 
language, not necessarily Hindi as now hoped for or feared, 
but something based on it and obtaining gradual, imper- 
ceptible consent. 


9. Organise a new Indian Service 


This chronic dog-fight over the languages would then 
cease, and people’s energies could be diverted to the solu- 
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tlon of more fundamental and dangerous problems. But 
a concensus on this question in this manner presupposes 
an important conditien. It is that there should be an 
equally common and widespread realisation of the abiding 
and imperative need for preserving and strengthening our 
national solidarity. Though it sounds self-evident, the ideas 
entertained about it and the feelings which can be roused 
by it are so inextricably mixed as to furnish ready-made 
dynamite to those who may be inclined to blow us up sky- 
high. I shall presently deal with some of the hide-outs, 
bunkers and booby-traps which have to be cleared out of 
the way if our fondest hopes and dreams are ever to be 
realised. 


But let me pursue the previous pointto its end 
before I proceed further. Simultaneous translation of 
Lok Sabha proceedings is more a means than the 
end itself. The up-grading of all our languages in 
fact, as in law, would entail an immediate esta- 
blishment of a secretariat of translators well versed in any 
two or three or four of our languages to play not merely 
a mechanical but a highly creative role as well. For it 
would offer an instant and natural stimulus to the more 
accomplished and adventurous among you to cultivate the 
‘gitt of tongues.” Let me tell you that the intellectual 
attainments of the aspirants for this new role would have 
to be pretty high; and the prospect of their becoming 
administrators as well should be open to them. No one 
should be recruited to any all-India service who is not a 
master of at least one other foreign language than English. 
By this means, the entire personnel the Central 
Government can be transformed in less than a 
generation into a new type of officials who can easily 
mediate between the states and the Centre, and who can 
generate a New dynamism to keep the two in rhythmic 
harmony. Their intellectual calibre ensures ideal opport- 
unities for their becoming experts in some branch or other 
of knowledge, learning or research the fruits of which can 
be made available to the whole country in all the regional 
languages at the same time. 


58 


to get at what is being discovered or proved by 
internationally-known workers. Hundreds of editions of a 
single text-book are known to have been published, and 
these are held as never out of date because later gains are 
incorporated into older basic knowledge. How can there 
be text-books in Tamil when Tamil is not used except in 
our kitchens and Kinemas? When a beginning is made 
to teach all subjects in Tamil, the most enterprising among 
the teachers will bring them out in double-quick time. 
The fittest of them will survive to the unfailing benefit of 
the educated. Our best instrumentalist-musicians fashion 
their own tools. Even when they buy them brand-new, 
they adapt and modify them to suit their personal techni- 
ques. Likewise with text-books; give the teachers an 
incentive and they will reward you and themselves. 


I have spoken on Tamil at some length because it is 
the root of the matter. The moment you stand up for Tamil, 
that moment you will see the hollowness of your present 
agitation. I am sorry to tell you that you have.been 
completely misled by interested and false propaganda. 
The most ludicrous sophistry has been indulged in to side- 
track your attention from Tamil to English. Let me 
illustrate this technique in the next section. 


V. BABEL OF TONGUES ? 
1. The Russian Way. 


It is an unnoticed feature of interested propaganda in 
our country—I suppose it isthe same elsewhere as well— 
to quote the Western powers or Russia when either of 
them seems to support one or other of the peculiar per- 
versities or puerilities of our leaders. We are all for 
democracy after the Western pattern, and all for planning 
according to the Russian recipe; and by a simple trick of 
tacking the one on to the other, we have evolved, tothe 
amusement of the entire world the Jusus naturae, demo- 
Cratic planning, securely based on a democracy whose 
illiteracy and ignorance are tenderly protected! But the 
Russian method of tackling a multilingual society is 
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screened off from view lest it should catch on, All the 
regional languages of many groups comprising the Soviet 
Socialist Republics are official in their own milieu as a 
matter of course ; and Russian is the link-language which 
is taught to whoever is eager to participate in the activi- 
ties of the new Russia that has been taking shape during 
the last forty or fifty years. English, German, French and 
Chinese are among the other languages a knowledge of 
which qualifies the pick of the bunch for places in the 
higher echelons of scientific research, the army, navy, air- 
force, the civil services, and the party machine which Is at 
once a compact parliament and a parallel government. 
Armenians, Ukrainians, Uzbek muslims, white Russians, 
Georgians, Tartars and Mongolians are all jostlizg one 
another in the Presidium and competing to make Russia 
stronger in a] possible ways. 


‘-O, but the Russians are totalitarian, have no use for 
democracy and ride rough-shod over the people who have 
learnt to submit patiently and helplessly because they have 
been rendered powerless.” This is what you are told by 
those who have reduced you to such a condition here f 
And you swallow it without a moment’s thought. If only 
you could think this out with some ordinary care, you can 
see for yourselves how untenable it is. First of all you are 
told that the Russians have advanced wonderfully and 
have become a leading world-power; but in the next 
breath you are told that they are dumb-driven cattle and 
hopelessly demoralised and cowed down by brutal repres- 
sion. How can you reconcile these two views into any 
sense? Each of them rules out the other absolutely and 
with finality. 


For, you must know that a dictatorship can flourish 
with democracy in the sense that the dictator shares the 
likes and dislikes of the people, but tries by all means to 
employ their potential for national ends. An immature 
people, no less than a decadent people require, first and 
foremost, discipline. An incentive to discipline must be 
sought in the self-interest of large masses of people who 
can realise the benefits of good government in terms of 
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security, stability and steadily rising standards of life. 
Even if the rise is not steady, it would be enough if 
achieved gains are not neutralised by new disabilities, 
Taken by and large, the Russians can justly boast of these 
benefits. 


2. Russia’s Advantages 


Unlike almost any other modern nation, the Russians 
have never been colonialist; or adventurers or imperialists. 
This is not because they are more virtuous than others but 
because of two factors limiting their scope. The first of these 
was historical and the second is geographical. The forgotten 
Czars were identified with imperialism landward,—north- 
east-south-west,—in days when three other empires were 
rampaging with equal ferocity. These were the Holy 
Roman Empire, the last avatar of which was the Austro- 
Hungarian monarchy of the Habsburghs, the Turkish 
empire which, in the nineteenth century, came to be called 
the ‘sick man of Europe,’ andthe British empire which pro- 
liferated and spread sorapidly in a short time as to prove 
the boast that the sun never set upon it. Russia's lodestar 
in those days was and even now is Constantinople, and the 
Czars made many languid attempts to capture it. But the 
other empires were too strong for her; still the dream of 
recovering it is cherished, and the Red Flag has still 
an even chance of flying over the Bhosphorus. 


The second factor that obviated or muted her predatory 
spirit was and stillis the wide extent of her land—area—the 
biggest in the effective occupation of a single power in the 
modern world. These wide, open spaces of the sprawling 
Soviet Union are being exploited with a will which has 
been inspired by immediate and prospective gains to the 
great Union It hascalled for an unerding stream of man- 
power, energy, talent, enterprise and initiative which the 
Russian leaders have found on their’own, without taking 
their hats round to be filled with alms from all the world. 
It is not her ideology that has frightened the West, but the 
use to which she has put it that poses athreat to it. Take 
away the military potential from Soviet Russia—you would 
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be the first to make fun of her. But now you dare not 
think or speak of her except with bated breath and in 
whispering humbleness. Did ste achieve all this by 
making her decrepit old men inflame the minds of their 
youth to cry themselves hoarse for German or French— 
both of which were court-languages of the Czars at one time 
or another? Do you know the use which the Russians 
have made of German in their recent sensational advances 
in the fields of aeronautics, nuclear power and space— navi- 
gation? And yet you find Russian magazines discussing 
them withan expertise that has driven the Western powers 
to make a more intensive study of Russian than ever! 


3. Language is creative. 


Such are the realities of language in performing the 
twin functions of a creative power and an unfailing tool. 
You have the same power as the Russians have, but have 
you made any attempt to discover and harness it for }our 
needs? My dear young friends, China has done it before 
your own eyes, almost under your noses, while your leaders 
were blinking the one or sniffing the other, what time they 
descanted on their own glories as the successors of Buddha, 
Asoka and Gandhi! It has been usual in history for the 
masses to be massacred to gratify the megalomania of one 
masterful mind. Butthere is no parallel in it to the cream 
of youth, of budding intellect, and crescent strength taking 
over the senility of age to periorm a spectacular suicide of 
itself! Youth has ever been in the van of progress, not 
in the rearguard of a hopeless reaction. Have you ever 
heard the youth of Catroclamouring for French or German 
in preference to their own Arabic? Have they fared worse 
than you? Why, in heaven's name, do you not look around 
you and see what giant strides Youth is taking all the world 
over? But alas, an evil spirit has seized you, and it pre- 
vents you from taking the very first step forward. You are 
therefore driven to go back, and consider it the very acme 
of enlightened self-interest and unsullied super-patriotism ! 


By your demand for ‘English for ever,’ you are ensuring 
a division of one stock of people into two on the basis of 
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a language which is utterly foreign to both. You may 
claim it to be your second mother; but you have not 
beheld or suckled from the breasts of her tenderness which 
she reserves," naturally and entirely, for the sustenance of 
her teeming children. She cannot give you even the drops 
that may be spilled from her fecund spring because you are 
nowhere near enough to lap them up in their gushing 
warmth. At best you would grow a bottle-fed baby, when 
you could be so different with the milk of your own mother 
which, not being drawn, leaves her sick and ailing perma- 
nently. Is nature wrong, do you think, in prescribing the 
mother’s milk for the child? Why this infatuation for 
bottled milk, subject tothe hazards of its commercial 
exploitation, when an inexhaustible quantity of it in its 
‘pure state is available for your sustenance? I have 
asked this question of you a thousand times in the 
course of this appeal to you; for your neglect of it 
is sO contrary to commonsense and self-interest as 
“to drive the heavens themselves to let you perish ! 


4. Pakistan’s way. 


I have already referred to the manner in which Pakistan 
thas tackled the problem of her national or official lan- 
guage; but it is not a little singular that our highly 
patriotic press should have screened it off from your view! 
“The fact that she has not recognised English at all does 
not mean that it has been banished bag and baggage, 
Script and scrippage. I daresay it continues to be studied 
and made use of in the Universities as well as in official 
business. But what we are making a mountain of is seen 
there, in proper perspective, as a molehill. The amoure 
propre of East Bengal has been gratified by upgrading 
Bengali while Urdu is perhaps making silent advances in 
all directions. It is not simply a question of two languages 
‘being easier to deal with, but rather the recognition of the 
parity of both and the tactful, elimination of a source of 

discontent. Which, unlike us, they have achieved. 


But the Russian example is so much on al] fours with 
our case as to expose us and our leaders for a set of ne’er- 
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do-weels since we refuse to adopt the same straight and 
sensible course here. 


5. How Democratic! 


It is asserted that because the Soviets are not 
democratic in our perverted view of it, therefore they 
cannot be free even when they use their own language! 
Note the deliberate mix-up of two unrelated things. 
Political or economic freedom may not be there; the notion 
that we enjoy both in abundance is too fantastic for words. 
The fact that people there do use their own mother-tongue 
for all purposes without taboos indicates the existence of 
freedom in a sphere where even slaves are sensitive to 
freedom. The people there at least know what is going on 
even if they are powerless to alter it. Here, our people are in 
the much more pitiable condition of not even knowing what 
is going on and so, much less able to alter it or oppose it ! 


A further distinction is laboured to prove that in 
Russia the ruling classes and the masses form two immis- 
cible and antipathetic groups. If so, it is all the more to 
their credit that they have not dammed the flood-gates of 
native speech and thought anywhere in the far-flung union. 
If a handful of thugs can hold up a bank-cashier and walk 
away with the loot, it is apparently democracy according 
to some people here. A society that either condones 
v:olence or is too weak to stand up to it may be anything, 
but not democratic; and the democracy which is at work 
in 1) country is the democracy of the big bully,—either 
way 


I have heard some of you young people say exultingly 
that it is only direct action of the kind that you staged 
that has forced the government to yield to your demands. I 
don’t think you are right in your complacent conclusion. 
But supposing it to be true, cannot you see that what you 
imagine to have gained by your methods is in jeopardy 
against another group which may be stronger than you, and 
which may despoil you as unceremoniously as you did 
others? Have you heard of linguistic riots in Russia ?—or 
anywhere else? 
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6. Multilingualism 


One unintended and undesired consequence of a 
minority insanely swearing by ‘English alone and for 
ever’ has been to drive middle-of-the road men to canvass 
the pros and cons of multilingualism. Their dissociation 


_ from the Hindi-phobes is a sign of grace in them which I 


~, welcome with thanks. 


It does not mean that all or many or even One 
should talk all or some of the languages all the time, for 
you often hear people say that it would promote a babel. 
The UNO, to which I have already referred, is functioning 
on the basis of multilingualism. The fact is that evena 


” polyglot prodigy speaks only one language at a time. We 


have advanced so much in the field of technology that we 
can use mechanical devices for enjoying the luxury of 
multilingualism with no more than unilingual equipment. 
Let me give you a familiar example. Take your daily 
newspaper, in English as I presume. All] the news of the 
world comes to you in an English garb. We get a sheaf of 
items of news date-lined Moscow, London, Burundi, 
Tirana, Taipeh, Tokio or Buenos ‘Aires, or Paris or Bonn 
As you relax over the paper, do you ever think of the multi- 


lingual trick at work which brings all these different 


‘ linguistic areas to you in your own linguistic medium ? 
* An army of international news-agents and correspondents. 


are responsible for the miracle which you take so much 


..for granted. Shakespeare makes Englishmen, Scotchmen, 


Irishmen, Welshmen, Germans, Italians, ancient Greeks 


and Romans, medieval barbarians, and an aboriginal 
African nationalist called Caliban speak robustijous, 
slangy or sophisticated Elizabethan English; and your 


:. sense of propriety and ideas of practicability or ‘workability” 


vad 


—as it is called—are completely satisfied! Reason? You 


sare under the gmp of a powerful maya that all _the world 
speaks the particular language with which alone you are 
familiar! a 


e 


Likewise with our Indian languages: If they are’ used, 
each in its own habitat, they wlll shine like burnished 


‘metal which is in constapt use. They will besides  rub- 
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shoulders with their neighbours, giving and receiving new 
potencies. A new norm of speech, exclusively Indian, will 
grow and become the touchstone of the rest by basing 
itself on Indian tradition, ethos and requiremen:s. The 
gifted writers would turn to it and, by using it for their 
creative purposes, find at once unsuspected potentialities in 
themselves and an ever-expanding public beyond them. It 
is therefore of the utmost urgency tor the states to forestall 
an imposed Union language, whether native or foreign, by 
Taising the state-languages to their utmost height and 
amplitude. Only thus can a Union language, racy of the 
soil emerge by natural, evolutionary and imperceptible 
steps. 


If we could transform by slow degrees the present 
Lok Sabha into a League of Indian bhashas representing 
all the pradeshas, it would reflect the Indian image more 
truly and in ever-growing and lovely shapes. All the 
legislative power now vested in it should be distributed 
among the states themselves, and it should concern itself 
with national affairs only—defence, foreign policy, com- 
munications and central finance needed for them. The 
President should be re-styled Dharmadhikari, while four or 
five mantris with a chief—Pradhan Mantri—treed from the 
incubus of a parliamentary majority, but chosen by the 
head of state, should be entrusted with the co-ordination 
of the national potential for national ends. When plan- 
ning becomes regional, the dependence of the parts on one 
another will foster a livelier sense of responsibility than 
when, as now, a central Leviathan is at once disliked and 
bullied into ad hoc surrender here and there. A more 
equitable disiribution of powers would also follow which 
would provide plenty of work forthe s:ates to do. What 
the centre may lose in direct control may be gained in 
terms of an accession cof prestige and influence which are 
more precious assets. Tne longing tor separation would be 
sterilised and anal}! India Union would come to be cher- 
ished to gratify the emotions which now find no effective 
constructive, pleasing expression. But these are not for 
democracy as we have debased it, and as it is too much 
with us today. 

5 
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7. Trilingualism. 


What is called the ‘three-language  fermula’ 
is a half-way house and not the final dwelling 
place of your journeys. If all the people of India 
could become trilingual—small groups closely knit 
have shown such a capacity,—then you will find a 
remarkable change coming over the medium of inter-com- 
munication between the different linguistic groups, One 
of them will become universalised without detriment to 
the utility for which the other two were chosen by common 
consent. A relegation would follow of what would then 
stand out asa catalytic agent; and I¢ke catalytic agents 
would be used only on occasion. 


The State medium being fundamental will remain; a Uni- 
on official language being no less imperative will grow at the 
top since state-pressures would be exerted on it all the 
time. Therefore what would result isa slow but inevitable 
extrusion of English from all official, administrative and 
diplomatic needs of the Union. All of us have a 
sacerdotal language for ritual and ceremonial purposes. We 
use it, only on occasions, but take care to insulate it from 
perfunctory or common speech. But as such a link would 
be our creation and based on our own emotional and 
cultural needs, it will enjoy the sanctions of our piety 
equally with those of our vanity. 


It isin the manner in which we work the three-langu- 
age formula that we can demonstrate our bona fides to 
ourselves, first and last. if the so-called ‘anti-Hindi 
areas’ should make a dead-set against Hindi and stick to 
English, then they must scrap the three-language formula, 
opt for English on their own, and confront the centre 
to make itschoice. They would themselves fall between 
two stools in the meanwhile, for ifthey are sincere about 
making their state languages the sole medium ofe all state 
work, the English aliernat.ve would aot be so much as 
lcoked at by the great majority who would naturally put 
their soul into their mother-tongue. Only if the states 
stultify themselves by sticking on to Ergl.sh and keeping 
Out th: mother-tongue would there arise a situation wher, 
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English and Hindi would be forced to fight it out for no 
earthly reason. For the three-language formula ensure. 
that the fighters know all the three while they are obstinate 
in tabooing English on one side and Hindi on the other. 
If you can visualise such a situation, then you will have to 
ask yourselves what it is they are quarrelling about! Not 
language, since they seem to know all the three. It would 
then unmask your real mind and expose a simple political 
animus such as I deal with in the sections entitled 
Polarity’ and ‘ Fissiparity °. 


8. Bilingualism—A Snare? 


Bilingualism properly understood implies multilingual- 
ism as a Minority activity, inspired by a spirit of 
adventure, a love of knowledge, desire for emulation and 
the ambition to make a mark in life. It is an assignment 
which challenges the attention and engages the abilities of 
an elite. If they cannot or will not rise to their oppor- 
tunities, not only will they themselves fall, but the rest 
will never rise up from their fallen condition. The most 
accomplished and gifted Englishman or Frenchman or 
German or American, or Italian or Russian is proud of his 
mother-tongue, every rift of which he loads with rich ore 
quarried from all or any of the other languages. Can we 
€ver approach them by ignoring our mother-tongue, while 
remaining bemused with English or pursuing Hindi with 
insensate hatred ? 


Even in countries where bilingualism or trilingualism 
is the law of the land, as in Canada and Switzerland, it is 
unilingualism when you come down to brass-tacks. The 
French-Canadians and English-Canadians are uneasily 
yoked for historical reasons, and one of them—the French 
—are keen to secede. But they know what you dont seem 
to understand, that even if they obtained their severance 
from of the union, for economic and other reasons they 
would still need a knowledge of the other language. This 
is the reason why you donot hear themcrying: ‘Down 
with the English language’ in imitation of your ‘Down 
with Hind’. 
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These natural and inevitable consequences of bilin- 
gualism must be perfectly well-known to Rajaji. As the 
final conclusion of bilingualism in our country would 
be the regional language at state-level and Hindi at the 
Union-level, and as it would deprive everybody concerned 
in this miserable squabble of his occupation he has, on 
behalf of them all, come out against it. He has warned that 
bilingualism would be a delusion and a snare, and that it 
would expose one set of officials to victimise or be victim- 
ised by another set through back-biting, slander, cheating 
and sharp-practice. Mind you, it is not a case of a Stray 
clerk or officer who is supposed likely to indulge in such 
nefarious practices, but the entire corps of officials, divided 
into two opposing camps, and solemnly sworn to cheat and 
be cheated! 


Why highly qualified and trained officials with all 
incentives to the cultivation of their patriotism, integrity 
and the bettering of their own prospects as zealous, upright 
and eificient officers should be attracted to knavery, 
rascality, confidence-trickery, and chicanery as their 
vocation is a mystery which Rajaji has not condescended to 
explain to a rather dense public. That men fall for temp- 
tation may be conceded as an a priori proposition ; but that 
Rajaji should take it as a demonstrated truth startles 
me somewhat, since it unveils a view Gf human nature 
which is not mine. I myself distrust a too rosy 
view of men and things; but I have no_ use for 
dark glasses in my mind. They would darken my soul 
without reducing the sun’s resplendent light by so much as 
a jot or tittle of the millionth part of a neutron. 


But from another point of view, Rajaji himself must 
admit that bilingualism is neither a snare nor a delusion. 
In his writings and speeches, he uses Tami] along with 
English, quotes Sanskrit pretty often and parades Latin 
when discussing legal matiers. He is multilingual in fact, 
and is the more agreeable for that reason. Even the 
unlettered workman in our towns has the ability to lard 
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his Tamil with some Telugu or Hindi or English words. 
There is no purely unilingual language anywhere in the 
world for, being used by men who move about, it takes on 
and adds to its own currency new or rare or valuable words 
from wherever they can be picked up. In our border 
areas people are bilingual as a rule, but it has not led to 
cheating, breach of trust and other dreadful results 
among them! 


9. Bilingualism in Our State 


It is curious that Rajaji has made no mention of the 
progress of bilingualism in our state during recent years. 
The immediate objective of it is to assist in the emergence 
of Tamil as the sole official language of Madras. The better 
it succeeds and spreads, the less scope there would be 
for the use of English. A point must be reached, sooner 
or later, when the need for English for purposes of admin- 
istration would completely disappear. At that stage people 
would also come to realise that Tamil is as good as English 
was in the past—(possibly even better). The resulting 
prestige accruing to it would, in the meanwhile, have 
compelled the machinery of education itself to be switched 
over to the Tamil medium in a parallel development. 
English would continue to be studied as a compulsory 
second language; but the prevailing obsession with it 
would yield place to a zestful study of it by those who have 
a better aptitude than their companions. Therefore 
whatever cultura] and other benefits are supposed to come 
to us through a study of English would continue to be 
available, but to a fitter and fewer audience, and through 
them to the rest. What would then become of Rajaji’s 
condition that English must continue as an official language? 
Giving it up yourself for such a purpose, would it not be 
comic if you should insist on the Centre keeping it up 
intact ? 


Consider next the attitude of the rival parties to this 
question of Tamil. Both the Congress and the D.M.K. 
profess cqual devotion to it and are committed to the 
enthronement of the ‘national language’ of the Tamils. But 
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why is it that they go about it so gingerly? The ruling 
party has declared thai the experiment o: using Tamil as 
the medium in colleges has failed and so vas withdrawn it! 
You, my voung friends, must realise the implications of that 
@onclusion. You do not want Tamil to come up by any act of 
will either on vour part or on the part of your leaders. Your 
bilingual formula is of no earthly good to you since it 1s 
restricted to Tamil and English one of which you don't care 
for atall! That is, you treat the formula as a blind tor the 
gratification of your continued infatuation for English! 


What can be your motive for such an extraordinary 
course of conduct? And even :‘more pertinently, what 1s 
the inwardness of the D. M. K. party which swears by a 
Tamizhazgam but connives at the thwarting of its coming 
by allowing English a free field? Sri Annadurai has 
declared that he would make Tamil the Janguage of the 
High Court itself! Sounds heroic; but it is hollow, my 
friends, so long as he does not call! for the change-over of 
the medium of education at collegiate levels from English 
to Tamil. Let me give you my explanation for both these 
mysteries. Reject them if you are convinced that it is 
false. 


You have not taken to the Tamil medium kindly 
because it was introduced half-heartedly, and because all 
the educational high-ups lost not a single opportunity to 
ridicule and condemn it. Your prime motive in getting 
educated is to find a career for yourselves, and I entirely 
approve of it. But when you are told that a Tamil degree 
would make you a frog in the well, you are naturally dis- 
heartened and want to opt out of it. Let the Madras 
Government declare that graduates and posi-graduates with 
Tamil as their medium would be eligible to compete for 
Staie-tests as well as for all-India = services. on 
equal] terms with those who may offer English, and that their 
Own media would be allowed to be used ior all such tests 
without invidious distinction: [ bet a hundred to one that 
you will all opt for the Tamil medium tomorrow! 


Mind you, English would continue to bea subject of 
your study, so that it cannot be said that you will become 
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ignorant of it suddenly, though:English is not the sole 
portal to enlightenment ; it would remain in the competi- 
tive tests, but in its due place, as one of many compulsions 
which you must choose, to qualify you for high administ- 
rative and other ressonsibilities. Your mathematics or 
science or history or biology papers would show the extent 
of the factual knowledge you have mastered. They are 
most of them symbols which may go as well with Tamil 
as with English, if only you have learnt to yoke them with 
your mother-tongue. The odds are that you would show 
better mastery of them than the English-wallahs, labouring 
under the additional handicap of a foreign medium. 


The reason why the D.M. K. Party has not gone full 
steam ahead with this Tamil business is that it would 
inevitably knock the bottom out of their English. The 
demand for English us Union official language would. 
collapse with Tamil as the State language. English there- 
fore furnishes a powerful divisive and disruptive force which 
is well calculated to keep the Centre perpetually guessing: 
what any state might do under stress of whipped-up emo- 
tion. If there is one kind of fixation at state-level, there is 
another kind of fixation at the Central level. The latjer 
is bedevilled by the idea that unity cannot grow except with 
a single language. If the centre took its courage (a rare 
commodity with it since the upsets of our ‘freedom’) in its 
hands, and'declared that all states were free to use their 
regional languages for all their purposes, promising in 
return that they would be communicated with in tbeir own 
regional media, this particular hatchet would have to be 
incontinently buried. What is after all a question of 
mechanics is exaggerated into some Stupid principle or 
dogma, and the Centre wanders about like babes in the 
wood to its own eventual destruction. 


But if the bilingual formula is worked honestly, far - 
differcnt results would follow. At state-levels, it would 
mean the regional language in full sway and for dealing 
with other states and centre, it would be either English or 
Hindi, both of which must be allowed free scope on the 
understanding that English would be used only transition- 
ally. It would be further underlined by the admixture of 
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a percentage of all-India service-personnel with the higher 
echelons of the state bureaucracy ‘and Secretariat who 
would help in the progress of bilingualism as between 
Hindi and the regional languages, more than of English 
with them. So far as our state is concerned, these I A.S., 
I. F. S., and I. P. S., chaps would necessarily learn enough 
Tamil to follow or initiate files without being at the mercy 
of Uriah Heaps below them. 


As a similar osmosis will be at work in every other 
state, an identical development in all of them would be to 
give pride of place to the regional language everywhere 
and bilingual correspondence with the Centre for as long 
as there may be a need or fancy for it. A chief conse- 
quence of these trends would be the creation of a psycho- 
logical atmosphere everywhere which will come to depend 
upon an Indian medium more and more and on a foreign 
one less and less. No one is out to abolish or outcast 
English studies, the instrumental utility of which might 
come to be reinforced and widened by more of our young 
men taking to the study of French, German, Italian, 
Russian and so on. The reform desired is intended to be 
gradual, but consciously willed and intelligently phased. 
It is the blank refusal of an influential but truculent 
minority to help in this attempt that has brought about 
all the trouble, and which until it is completely discredited, . 
is bound to work much more havoc. ° 


10. Medium of All-India Examinations. 


When mountainswere in labour, few expected the 
‘outcome to be aridiculous mouse. Out of this linguistic 
broil which appeared so portentous, has issued the petti- 
fogging question: What should be the medium of all- 
Indiatests? A clear and rational answer is ready to hand, 
since it automatically results from the recognition of all 
the state-media as equally official ornational. But because 
the latter proposition is not to the taste of some of the 
States themselves (!), they reproduce their allergy toa 
logical extension of it to the media of all-India tests, The 
chief objection currently voiced against it is that it would 
be impossible to evolve a uniform standard to evaluate 
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the work of students in 14 janguages. This calls for some 
careful, if not rigorous, thinking which, I don’t say I can 
offer you; but I can indicate the factors that should be 
taken into consideration before accepting that assertion 
blindly. a 

What do we mean by a uniform standard? An army 
wears a uniform, but many may be found in it who are 
arrant cowards.or sad misfits, We however know that all 
its members have been put through a uniform course of 
training which leads to different kinds of assignments being 
distributed among them. Some may be better than others, 
but all are above a certain level which is determined partly 
objectively and partly subjectively. 

Candidates wishing to enter the all-India tests come 
already dressed in a uniform which shows them as having 
reached acertain preliminary level of attainments. That 
is what the B. A.. or M. A. degree indicates. Is there any 
uniformity of standard as between these products of about 
twenty or so universities? The only standard that one can 
Swear to with a safe conscience is that of an average which 
is arrived at purely quantitatively. Even in regard to 
English which is the ‘ link‘ here, it is so uneven inan all- 
India survey as to fail of its purpose, Sucha simple word 
as ‘school’ is found assuming the following forms in 
different parts of India thatis Bharat; to wit, kool, iskool; 
uskool, sukool inthe speechof graduates themselves! But 
they are all known to mean ‘school’ and we get a move 
along. The will is taken for the deed! 


Or try to find out how English and mathematics are 
made to reach a uniform standard. ‘Two men work at the 
two subjects and grade the candidates as a resnlt of their 
labours, Then a third one comes along and skims the 
cream off for other use and the results have been deemed 
satisfactory. An examination of examiners would reveal 
" amusing or horrifying or astounding abysses of disparity 
between themselves! We dont talk about them because 
we cannot abolish them. Even as it is, the English medium 
for the I. A. S. and other tests is functus officio 
for all non-language papers like Maths. -Science etc., 
because as [ have said, they deal with symbols which 
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may equally well go with ‘all regional languages. 
These are the limitations of the existing system. And yet 
some conclusions are daily reached, and we are asked to 
accept them as symbolising an agreed or evolved con¢ensus. 
What is known as moderation comes into play when, in the 
final tabulation, a student, who scores near centuries 1n all 
Other subjects comes acropper in English, is given a leg-up, 
and vice versa to a lesser extent. You thus see how 
infinitely susceptible to manipulation this blessed 
Standard is! 


Now, by instituting examinations under the U P.S.C. 
in the regional languages, let us see what new diffi- 
culties are created. Al]. the examiners dealing with 
English, being conversant with it on an_ all-India 
basis, the present situation would continue undisturbed. 
As regards the valuation of other papers which will be 
submitted in the regional languages, the examiners will 
naturally be pundits in their special fields; and what they 
would additionally need is a knowledge of and familiarity 
with the regional language concerned. The whole seheme 
as we enviSage it pertains to an order of things in which 
the regional languages have full and free play at and up 
to the various state-levels. Proficiency, if not scholarship, 
in them must be assumed on the part of the examiners 
dealing with these candidates. We may therefore require 
a corps of fourteen examiners multiplied by ‘n’, the 
number of subjects prescribed forthe I.A.S., I believe they 
now employ as many as, if not more than, this number 
which sounds formidable. But even if it should be more, 
I, for one, won’t grudge a few more starved teachers getting a 
few of the pickings of this sumptuous all-India table, a 
close preserve of some lucky chaps. They may be counted 
on to perform all the ceremonies and rituals which, as we, 
saw, the present hierachs are in charge of. They will 
produce a uniform standard as well as others have been 
producing till now. ) 


There is a further advantage in their case which is 
now not available. The experts in regional languages are 
more numerous and many of them are also di-glott experts 
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info the bargain. F'or the Hindi regions, it will be found 
that a Marathi or Gujarati examiner would be automatic- 
ally conversant with and be master of Hindi as well. For 
the Bengali region, a Bengali would be found to give a good 
account of himself for Oriya, Assamese and Pali in the 
same manner. Thus two representatives from the north 
would account for half a dozen regional languages between 
them! In like manner, Tamil and Malayalam co-exist in 
many scholars with equal vitality and fulness, while 
Andhra and Kannada can be made to perform a like 
desirable duet. Thus four or five members of a supreme 
U.P.S. Board can do the trick more easily and to better 
purpose from the national point of view than now! 


The real obstacle here as elsewhere is the primordial 
tamas of the governments concerned. Neither the states 
nor the Centre have really thought seriously enough, and 
responsibly enough, to lead to any decisive action. So it is 
_acase of pots, kettles, stoves and gridrions calling each 
other black! 


A single lever can be used toset many things moving, 
a master-button can be pressed to flood the whole country 
and your souls with light. It is the regional language, but no 
one is anxious to touch it with the end of even the longest 
barge-pole! When a crowd finds itself in the dark, panic 
seizes it and it lays about itself with destructive fury. That 
has been our predicament since independence. 


11. A National ys. an Official Language 


All of us have contributed to the confusion 
arising from the mix-up of two. separate entities 
which are an ‘official? language and a ‘national’ 
language. A cogent argument can be built up to 
prove that we are not a nation since we have no national 
language. The recent flare-up has proved it both positively. 
and negatively. You have declared uncompromising war 
on Hindi, thereby betraying an animus against any regional 
language becoming national, which convicts you of not 
being a oitizen of an Indian nation. Youhave at the same 
time, made yourselves the laughing-stock of the world by 
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pleading for the extension of a national status to English 
which, notwithstanding your romantic devotion and fervent 
fidelity to it, is alien to you. Ihave not come across any 
man seeing a handsome and Juno-like, matronly figure 
and rushing to her pleading passionately to be accepted as 
a son or asking her to deputise for his mother. Do we apply 
the criteria of youth, beauty, education etc., to determine 
the worthiness of our mothers for our love ? Not that I know 
of-or any one else for the matter of that! Why then do you 
dread or hate the emergence of anational language and 
would opt for an official language wholly foreign to you? 


You may retort that you have a mother-tongue which you 
dearly love, and do not put forward its claims to national sta- 
tus because you know or fear that they won’t be recognised. 
But is it for recognition that you want to havea national 
language? Don't you feel its compulsive urgencies in 
a thousand other ways such as other nations are showing 
all over the world? If you do not, what is the raison 
deire of your existence? What is your objective in a 
Strictly materjal, secular, political or economic sense? 
If you ask yourselves such questions, then you will be 
compelled to recognise a kinship with the rest of India 
which is not according to text-books, but which is never- 
theless a fact of your consciousness. The profundity of 
this sub-conscious feeling is the great rock on whichlI 
would beg of you to build your character and personality. 
It is an indescribable amalgam of some religion, some 
language, some history, some cultural stimuli and 
responses, some social mores and institutions and 
some geo-physical similarities. This is an invaluable 
and largely intangible asset which, because you are not 
exploiting il, cannot be dismissed as non-existent. Remem- 
ber besides that this corpus remained largely unaffected 
during one hundred and fifty years of British rule, when you 
found no difficulty in learning an ‘ official language’, pro- 
fited by it andrendered unto God the things that are God’s 
with unbroken piety. Now Lask you: What has happened 
aiter the coming of freedom to make you rebel) against rend- 
ering to Caesar the things that are Caesar’s? You know the 
need for a Union Officiai language, but as you are not the 
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only one to determine its character, you, must go with the 
rest in the selection and development of it. The scope of 
a Union language to impinge on the masses of the people 
anywhere will always be severely limited because it is a 
a bureaucracy or the intellectuals who will handle 
it. Itis at best a quid pro quo—that is, you learn that 
official language to ensure your bread and butter with 
varying quantities of jan, cakes and other delicacies added! 
The bulk of the nation or the people get on without these 
jobs, and what is worse, must gct on without them for 
ever. Where is the grievance then to justify any kind of 
demonstration on your part? 


As for a national language, you may boldly take the 
stand that 500 millions cannot be expected to speak a- 
single, national language and so, for reasons of ccnve- 
Mience have divided themselves into fourteen or fifteen 
groups all of which are equally national. In your own 
milieu it is a self-evident proposition and obviates all 
controversy. But as time goes on and your national 
language comes into frequent contact with the other 
national languages in ever-expanding circles of a mounting 
spiral, a concensus will appear at the top which will be as 
national as the other fourteen, and which will have the 
additional distinction of enjoying greater mobility in and 
outside the confines of the country asa whole. How soon 
it will materialise need not exercise you now; but for the 
present it will be Hindi though, in practice, English will 
continue to be used. In other words we may arrive at a 
condition in which the national languages will all be regional 
and the official language will be national outside the country. 
How can this adversely affect you now or in the future? 


Let me give you an illustration: Ask any Scotchman 
if his national language is English. He will bricfly knock 
you down for a convincing answer. The Scotch area very 
clannish and cantankerous lot, and you may find a fellow- 
feeling in them for your own attachment to your mother- 
tongue. If you get over your initial discomfiture and probe 
him further, you will find that he treats English as the 
official Janguage, while reserving all his emotions for his. 
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own Scottish. But he has studied and mastered English so 
well as to use it to better advantage than most-Englishmen 
themselves. Have you heard the yoke that the Irish con- 
quered an empire for Britain while the Scotch came to rule 
over it, and that all the odium of the entire transaction has 
had to be borne by the rather stupid English? If you 
achieve half as much, you would be the makers of a New 
India, and entitled to rank with the benefactors of our 
country. But to achieve it, you must join the main-stream, 
and not sulk, like Achilles, in his tent. He at least killed 
his enemies. But you rather threaten to emulate Pyrrhus 
who made his own side rue his victory! Why not make it 
your life-mission to demonstrate to the world that you can 
help build up a modern, progressive, civilised nation 
without the hall-mark of a single national language ? 


An official language of the Union can be evolved 
in Jike manner for the benefit of all those who have direct 
dealings with the Centre—the bureaucracy in the first 
instance, the ministers in the second place, the legislators 
and so on in a descending order while, at the same time, 
the substance of what they are writing or saying or doing 
is automatically and simultaneously rendered in the state 
media. This is purely a question of machinery, curricula 
and syllabi pertaining to education at the higher levels and 
the media chosen for all-India competitive examinations. 
All the nation is not competing for these tests, but a picked 
handful of them with hopes, ambitions and abilities to 
match them. If they had been given the chance and if the 
ministers had meant business we should have evolved, by 
now, such an official language at the centre at least. The 
acquiSition of it and the continuing process of polishing 
it with use would have been established as the hall-mark 
of the new administrator, the new minister and the new 
publicist. Because there was not even a glimmer of an 
idea about them. no beginning was made till now. And 
now everybody says that we should proceed cautiously in 
this matter, as though they are negotiating the marshes of 
Lake Tannenburg or feeling their precarious way on 
s:mpans up the treacherous slopes of the glaciers of 
Himalayan peaks! Actually not a step is taken in any 
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direction, but a shrieking, frenetic, raucous demand is 
made for the maintenance of the status quo. What can be 
done with it? 


12. The ‘Fourteen-Languages’ Mantra 


You might have noticed that I have urged the states 
to go ahead with plans to make their own media as official 
and national as they pleased within the limits of their own 
States. My vision of a future, prosperous, united and 
progressive India has also been adumbrated here and there 
in the course of these observations. A League of Indian 
Nations need not be a matter for joking. An ‘Arab League’ 
comprising widely-scattered Islamic groups has long been 
functioning without provoking adversecomment. At least 
to counter that which, in the long run, poses a far more 
formidable threat to us than either Russia or China or both 
together, it behoves us to evolve a concensus which would 
help us to survive the meditated Islamic dream which 
iS suStained by the vision of the Crescent embracing the 
Atlantic at one end and Indonesia at the _ other. 
We have the resources to withstand this attack, since 
we accounted for it when it wag first made with 
all the cards in favour of the invader, and when we 
had to fight it without any kind of outside help. That 
is why I ask you in the interests of our future safety and 
present honour to cultivate the regional languages without 
further loss of time and as an indispensable first step. 


But the leaders of the D.M.K. seem to use the argu- 
ment merely as a debating point. For when they demand 
equal official status for all the fourteen languages, they 
ccuple it with the demand for the continued use of English 
at the Centre. They do not seem to realise that this would 
amount to relegating their own regional medium to a place 
of insignificance both in the educational and administrative 
spheres, and to that extent, incapable of either fostering 
the mother-tongue as it should be, or helping it to its 
primacy with the people themselves. For the natural 
tendency for all of us is to mind whoever is the star- 
p.tformer, and who are subordinate to him or her. The 
latter may be needed, but the former is paramount. 
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Another consequence of the D.M.K. proposal would 
be to make their own position still more vulnerable, In 
the first place, the fourteen languages would at once be 
reduccd fo eight since the number of states using Hindi in 
common are the U.P. Rajasthan, Punjab, Bihar, Madhya 
Pradesh and Kashmir. Their use of Hindi would be doubly 
sharpened and intensified since it would serve for both 
regional and extra-regional requirements. They would dis- 
card English more and more for all the exhibitionist 
purposes tor which it is now used. Orher states like Bengal 
and Madras which may have to conduct business with 
them, will find themselves compelled to honour their state- 
media on the basis of rec!procity. Hindi is thus tound an 
imperative in our own sell-interest. It is for this reason 
that Hindi is visualised as a ‘link-language’ in the transi- 
tional period and not English. You will find that the right 
to determine the pace of the change-over, now left to you, 
will prove a liability insiead of an asset, and you would be 
compelled by hard realities to reduce the period of the 
transition to a minimum. It is somewhat by way of 
compensation for this that I have brought in the ideal 
of an Indian League of Languages or nations where all of 
them could find free, unfettered expression to minister to our 
sense of separate identities enriching a sub-continental, 
sociocultural pattern, in which the wiole is a voluntary 
and creative contribution of the perts. 


But these are the objectives in a long-range view. A 
first and necessary step in their direction is to remove the 
irrelevance of English and put in its place the mother- 
tongue. The longer you evade this simple duty, the worse 
it will be for you! 


Part Il 


Texts and Pretexts 


1. ALIBIS 


Old-fashioned history-books used to sort out the 
immediate causes of a ‘war from more remote factors that 
had been contributory ‘to it. To takethe most recent case 
of hostilities now in progress in Viet Nam, the immediate 
cause is the alleged infiltration of communist guerrillas from. 
North to South Viet Nam ; but the remote cause is, as every 
one knows, the global conflict between two power-blocs. 
headed by Russia and the U. S. for world-mastery. Neither 
of them really wants world mastery, since they are sensible. 
enough to know that itis beyond them. But the gnawing 
doubt in each is that the other fellow might try it out after 
all, and then where are we? So they look round for ‘ soft 
spots’ as they are called, and burrow in them—yust in case !" 
Once you dig your toes in, itis so difficult to bale out on 
your own; for every effort to lift yourselves up with the 
help of your braces or belt has the opposite effect of 
plunging you deeper into the bog. England went to war 
with Germany in 1914 for the sake of ‘protecting’ the. 
neutrality of Belgium. But when the Kaiser asked the. 
British government, well in advance, whether Britain would 
come to the rescue of Belgium, the question was rejected as 
inadmissible because hypothetical, and many excellent 
excuses were found in British parliamentary rules and 
regulations. The Kaiser committed the mistake of giving 
himself the benefit of the doubt instead of giving it to the 
other side, as it should have been, and found himself in the 
soup—eventually ! | 

; / 

In the same way, the immediate cause of the Anti-Hindi 
agitation was the coming round of -the 26th of January in 
1965 which none ofthe parties thought of till just a few 
days earlier, You may think it incredible, but I have often 
experienced a like amnesia myself with the result that -I have 
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missed quite a few good wedding-dinners ! But the manner in 
which the agitation caught on and became the FIRST first- 
class all-India fixture in seventeen years,makes it quite obvious 
that there must have been remote causes which have been 
brewing for quite some time. These are inthe nature of 
the ‘philosophy’ which lurks underneath politics. Every 
country has a particular skeleton which it hides jealously 
in its national cup-board; it has also a particular idol which 
it cherishes no less zealously and which it airs on ceremonial 
occasions. The English are deeply tarred with the puritan 
brush but are rather shy about it. Theydo not parade it by 
itself but, as occasion serves, along with some other 
provocation as when King Edward VIII wanted to marry 
a divorcee. The Americans are very proud of Lincoln and 
very much embarrassed about the negroes. So the two are 
inextricably mixed up in all their triumphs and tribulations. 
The French are very allergic to monarchy but they go mad 
over their emperors—the latest of them being De Gaulle. 
And as Fluellen says, you will find likewise in every other 
country. He puts it more pedantically through an original 
comparison between King Henry V and Alexander the 
Great. 


Our own speciality has been to brag about our unity or 
bewail the absence of it; to grow lyrical over our culture 
and be rather shame-faced about our caste-system; to 
point tothe Taj Mahal as if we, individually and but 
yesterday, completed it for the benefit of tourists and to 
earn foreign exchange; but we also threaten bloated 
Capitalists with summary hanging if they allowed any more 
hovels to come up. We worship our country as our own 
mother, but so scandalously ill-treat her as to leave no 
doubt ia the minds of observant foreigners that our mothers 
must be having a pretty thin time of it. We are allof one 
family, crowed Bharati the poet, and clinched it by including 
the crow itself as a member of it; but the clannishness of 
Our ministers, leaders. industrialists, and intellectuals is 
appalling in its thoroughness. We don’t mind if some foreig- 
ner cuts out and walks away with chunks of our territory; 
but we fight like Kilkenny cats over a backyard here ora 
channel there or a sea-strip elsewhere. Johnson's dislike of 


Scotchmen was an amiable eccentricity in contrast to the 
rancour which our linguistic, communal and religious groups 
in pairs entertain for one another. 


As a result of these paradoxical realities, we are never 
happier than when we can make ourselves gratuitously 
miserable. Bengali versus Assamese to their North and 
versus Oriyas to the south, Andhra and Tamil, Kanadiga 
and Maharashtrian, Malayalees among themselves present a 
fearful picture of an uncared for Zoo which we have been 
unable to control or abolish. Five hundred years of 
suspended animation have left us in the predicament of the 
Prisoner of Chillon who regretted his release, since he did 
not know what to do with his freedom. The rise of Delhi 
to greatness is too much of an eyesore all round; add to it, 
gegional, historical memories which hark back to mythical 
times, and you have an emotional attitude which is ready to 
$¢ize upon any pretext to make trouble. 


In the next few sections, I touch upon some of these to 
enable you to make their acquaintance, but not to cultivate 
them too much, as they are not the very best company I 
would recommend to you. They are part of your environ- 
ment, however, and you must make the most of them by the 
exercise of patience, tact, sympathy and understanding. 
Ideas are, for the most part, like sleeping dogs until some 
one stirsthem up. As beneficiaries of such education as the 
country gives you, you have a special responsibility to see a 
little ahead of your fellows and provide against unforeseen 
accidents. For we are too big a country, too diversied in 
the people, too unequally endowed by nature and planning, 
too vulnerable to resist the enemy within the gates and too 
optimistic about the enemy beyond. Disasters have not 
destroyed us while prosperity has not strengthened us. Jn 
a strictly realistic and objective view, we canaot make any 
mark anywhere in the modern world; for that requires a 
vision which is not the same thing as awill 0’ the wisp, a 
faith that is dynamic and a purpose that is constant. This 
fight for English is a total irrelevance and guarantees that 
‘we remain blind, defeatist and disrupted for ever ! 


B4 
2. Polarity 


We have been hearing a good deal of the East- 
West conflict in the last twenty years. It is actually much 
longer and embraces the whole of written history from 1000 
B.C. at least. Lux ex orient, says a latin phrase, meaning 
that light travels from the east to the west. Civilisation has 
at any rate done so all along. The Vedas radiated all round 
the compass; Buddha went both east and west, Christ and 
Mohammed were from Asia which is east of Europe; the 
Chinese gave the world gunpowder and the mariner’s 
compass, while we gave it the concept of zero and the higher 
mathematics. Our philosophy and metaphysics have 
reappeared in strange forms in Western thought. These are 
all admitted facts ; and curiously enough the latest to prove 
this is not we, as was fondly hoped at one time, but China 
with her nuclear bombs! 


But there is another kind of conflict which is between 
north and south; itis called polarity. Such a conflict has 
been going on in our country for three thousand years at 
least. The most marvellous evidence of it is found in the 
impress of Sanskrit on Dravidian literature, life and 
thought. Take the oldest records of the Tamils; if you 
examine them you will find astounding evidences of Sanskri- 
tic influence. To get over this awkward fact, there are now 
some intrepid Tamil scholars and savants who have coolly 
claimed them as Sanskritic borrowings from a still more 
ancient Tamil. [am willing to admit it cheerfully, for it 
proves the polarity to our own gratification. From 
Silappadikaram through Manimekalai to Kamban and the 
Alwars and Nayanmars, the influence of Sanskrit is so deep 
and pervasive that whatever else you may assert about it, 
you will have to admit that such close parallelism could not 
have been the result of hatred, bitterness, contempt or 
ridicule. It is thus a new quality of acerbity that you wish 
to inject into this ancient and stabilised relationship 
between the north and south of this country; and I ask you 
how shall it profit you or impoverish the other side? 


Let me give you some other historical instances of a 
similar polarity which have made great history elsewhere as 
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here. The Scots and the English were at daggers drawn for 
centuries tilla common monarch first united them. But 
when London became the capital, the Scots did not say, down 
with English, but set themselves the job of mastering it; 
and they did it so well that most of the British Prime 
Ministers have been Scotsmen, most of the judges, most of 
her generals, sailors, poets, novelists etc., Scotland is still a 
poor courtry because of its natural physical features. The 
Scots still cherish their separate identity with fierce tenacity, 
but have enriched themselves and the country of their 
adoption. They chose to stoop ‘to conquer’ if you can 
call that stooping which was imposed on them by historical 
necessity ; had they sulked in their fastnesses, sooner or later 
they would have fallen to one or the other of the fighting 
hordes from the north-east who would have also reduced 
England to a continental overlordship. 


In Germany, too, there is a north-south confrontation 
with the South more deeply influenced by Catholicism and 
the empire of Rome than the North which fell to Martin 
Luther, Frederick the Great, the Kaisers and Hitler. 
Bismarck’s famous phrase ‘blood and iron’ was often 
misrepresented as glorification of fighting and killing. 
Actually what he meant was that by invoking the sense of 
German nationalism which was latent in all Germans, he 
hoped to make them strong as iron. Méilitarism also flowed 
out of it, but as all nations of the West were frankly 
militarist, none of them could cast the first stone at 
Germany. 


The strength and weakness of our country spring from 
its size, numbers and diversity of geo-physical, political and 
economic realities. The problem that faces us is at once 
fascinating and baffling. Our brief existence and course asa 
free country have been marred by enthusiasm unsupported 
by knowledge, and planning schemes marked by wrong 
priorities. The two ideas of unity and unification were so 
inextricably mixed as to make confusion worse confounded. 
The secret of our survival is so simple that a child could 
understand it; and that perhaps isthe reason why it has 
eseaped the eyes of the grown-ups. The unity that has endu- 
red all through was not a political or economie unity, but a 
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cultural, religious and sociological sameness which gave 
abundant scope for all forms of government to exist side by 
side. The Athenian city-states flourished independently but 
came to grief the moment they were merged in a confedera- 
tion. This in spite of the fact that they were tiny, pocket- 
states by modern standards. A political unification of the 
whole country is a modern necessity on account of scientific 
advances and technological progress. But the constituent 
parts are too big to be merged or absorbed in a bigger 
whole, again for historical reasons. To give them their 
untrammelled freedom would be to invite the intrusion of 
outsiders who would proceed to hold us down by playing us 
off against one another as the British did, as the Moghuls 
did, as the Hindu kings did long before them. To the Tamil 
enthusiast, I must say that the Moovender—Chera, Chola 
and Pandyan kings—were always fighting one another in a 
cyclic order. Each one blossomed for a time as a 
Chakravartin, thus proving the twin phenomena of 
Fragmentation and Holism. 


It was the recognition of this truth that led our consti- 
tation-makers to make a clumsy compromise between a 
unitary and a federal type of government. The states are 
near sovereign but the Centre is paramount. When it begins 
to work, then rubs are met with, and they need to be 
smoothened out, ever keeping in mind the truth that we cannot 
afford to make either suffer or aggrandise itself at the cost of 
the other. The Unitary idea received a powerful fillip from 
the grandiose visions held out by Planning schemes, a socia- 
list order, democracy and what not; the disillusion grew 
apace with the steady failure of the plans themselves to deliver 
the goods. The factitious urgency which was imported into 
the philosophy and technique of our planning forced the 
pace to an extent that carried its own penalty with it. As we 
know, it was allin answer to the threat of communism 
which remains a threat still, increasing in its inevitability 
in direct proportion to our inability to order our affairs 
through good faith, good humour, tolerance, and some 
modicum of patriotism and public spirit which can effec- 
tively demote the ego from the first place. The last is by no 
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means easy, but it is the hall-mark of the public worker,. 
whether he is salaried or not. 


Polarity thus being both a geographical and emotional: 
reality, we have to come to terms with it in peaceful, 
civilised ways. A confederation of the southern states won’t 
work for a day in the prevailing temper. If the Congress. 
party, even at this late hour, loosens central reins some- 
what, and uses its vast influence and power to encourage- 
the formation of composite ministries everywhere, the. 
unscrupulous exploitation of mass ignorance inflamed to. 
hysteria, misca!led democracy, can be mitigated a great deal. 
Icannot forget that, in terms of human potential for lead- 
ership, we never had such a galaxy and (may never hope to. 
have it again in the near future) as that which clustered 
round Mahatma Gandhi. It was a miracle then, and seems. 
incredible now; but it was a fact. The best of them either. 
withdrew of their own accord or were extruded by the. 
Ironic fates; others paid their debt to nature, while some. 
others have stayed too long! The result is that no inspiring © 
leadership has risen from any state, resolved to remain there - 
solely in the public interest. What the states thus lost has 
not been a gain to the centre. If the trend could be reversed, | 
both would stand to gain, and our Union be saved. As the. 
pre-condition even for our quarrels to be indulged in with 
impunity, is the safety and sanctity of that centre, it is to be 
devoutly hoped that every leader and every party, now 
piously intoning Unity, will contribute something to it instead 
of demanding everything from every one else. That Unity is 
to every one’s interest, but it should not, for that reason, . 
degenerate into nobody’s business. 


3. Fissiparity 


The popular idea concerning this word, better known. 
adjectivatly as ‘fissiparous’, much in use with us just now, 1s 
hard to get at, and when studied seems much beside the- 
mark. It is often used to convey the meaning of a_ break- 
away, repeated at each stage ad libitum until like an onion. 
peeled off purposefully and tearfully, there is ncthing left at 

he end. This is but half the truth about this term. We find: 
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in nature and the operation of ‘natural laws’ a continuous 
process of sub-dividing accompanied on paralled lines with 
an equally sustained process of re-formation of the divided 
parts differently. Ina general sense therefore, we stay put 
while cataclysmic changes go on occurring in and all around 
us. Fission is just simple division with which latter word it 
is cognate. A stupendous and blinding example of fission is 
furnished to us al] by the sun which is emitting nuclear 
particles in obedience to its own laws. But these assume 
many forms of energy to produce many forms of matter 
and thereby fulfil the other part of the law of fission. Even 
scientists, who ought to know better, are often guilty of 
‘Saying that the energy from any source is_ ultimately 
‘dissipated ’, to mean that it ceases to exist. Actually it is 
an eternal phnatasmagoric alchemy that distinguishes this 
‘universe of one or two inches of which we have managed 
to obtain a smattering knowledge. As old worlds are dis- 
‘solving through this proceee of fission, new worlds are for- 
ming through recreation which is fusion. This is the gist 
‘of the ‘continuous creation - theory’ which has been put 
forward by some nuclear physicists after Einstein, and 
which is the elementary principle of ancient Vedic Hindu 
Cosmogony. 


But none of these profound or far-reaching ideas are 
so much as dreamt of in the political philosophy of those 
who bandy this word about shudderingly or sportively. 
They simply mean that a well-set whole is needlessly being 
smashed to smithereens. But in actual fact and on close 
analysis, it will be seen that he who wishes to break-away 
form One group is largely impelled by a longing to join or 
from another group which he feels is more to his taste. 
Absolute solitude however is not the ideal of any man born 
so far. His infirmity is something more appealing to us 
all. It may be compared to the impulse of every ma.ried 
man or woman to cast an Wnnecessary glance at another 
woman or man not his wife or her husband! Most people 
are decent ia a manner of speaking, and have neither the 
inclination nor the opportunity to do wrong. They would 
be horrified if you put such an idea to them, and they would 
vote you a horrid man to be left severely alone. But they 
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are the very people who find in a roving eye an escape 
valve for their unconcious /ibido. For of none of us can 
it besaid, as Valmiki says of Hanuman, that he never 
looked at a woman above her anklet! 


Likewise with the attractions and repulsions of any 
kind of political agglomeration. Give mea free hand in 
England, and I promise to raise a Welsh demand 
for the setting up of Spanish as an ideal neutral language 
which would equalise the inequalities of English to Welsh 
Cornish, Manx, Irish, Scotch and Gaelic tongues which are 
now spoken in the area known as Great Britain. Suppos- 
ing that the Welsh got away with it and were free to set up 
old Cumbria or Cymry as a separate and sovereign state, 
they wouldn’t rest content with it. They in their turn would 
set about to discover that ancient Welsh and ancient Gallic 
dialects had muchin common, that they formed one 
linguistic stock and that it is their divinely appointed mis- 
sion to unite all Celtic people together in a new, modern, 
socialist-dmocratic state. They would thus prove how they 
could give hell either way-as exploited victimis or as high- 
minded and inspired missionaries of a powerful ideology. 
That is, if they had a thousand other sub-stantid grounds” 
of complaint provoked by nincompoops in power who are 
unfit to rule them and unwilling to leave them alone. 


The truth about Indian history is, asI have already 
pointed out, that people who dislike Delhi for any reason 
and want to get away from it are driven sooner or later 
to come back to it. As we cannot shift Delhi, it has 
cast on all of us the impossible and disagreeable feat of 
| having to shift for ourselves. It is only when we try and 
realise our failure that we come back again and again to it in 
an altered frame of mind. 

But so far as the South is concerned, the proverb 
Dilii dur ast is eminently true. The law is said to have a 
long arm; but we have to remember that the longer the arm, 
the more remote and less effective is its grasp of whatever 
it wishes to get hold of at the other end. The citizen of 
Delhi has more solid grounds for being fed up with it than he 
who lives in Dindigul or Doddbalapur. For myself, I share 
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the feelings of the Delhi citizen and have no hesitation in 
rating it one of the most disgracefully administered of all 
the world’s capitals. If a rival to Delhi should arise in 
Dakshina Pradesh, it would be the beginning of a new tussle 
between the two on some other count. If the south downed 
the Northern capital, it would promptly transfer its capital 
to the North, and not shift the northern capital downwards. 
This is real-politik, whether you like it or not. So you see 
how fission is always on the way to fusion,but unfortunately 
through confusion ! 


Again look at the still unborn but solid, well-knit, 
unanimous, anti-Hindi South as a political unit. A common 
aversion having been eliminated, a conimon love will be 
discovered non-existent. River-water rights, boundary 
limits, enslaved linguistic minorities, lop-sided plans, 
unbalanced industrialisation, too many _ crore - pathies 
and too many _ coolies in the capitals, will be going 
off like Deepavali crackers all the year round. The 
incubus of English will be discovered, first by Andhras and 
then by Karnatakas. Keralites will divide themselves 
equally between the opposing camps, asthey are now doing, 
to ensure that whichever side won, they do not lose anything 
much inthe upshot. A diversion may be staged by Tamil 
evangels to save the Ceylon Tamils from Sinhalese tyranny, 
which has such close affinities to Hindi tyranny 
There will be other diverting or distressing consequences to 
the balance of power in South Asia, forcing the major 
protagonists to make a Viet Nam of Tamil Nadu with the 
Andhras forming the Laotian hinterland, and with Viet 
Cong guerrillas irrupting from everywhere into everywhere 
else. That would at least be the real thing in contrast to 
the present shadow-boxing with the punches being none the 
less vicious for being delivered in the dark. But of one thing 
you, my young friends, may be sure. You would find in 
middle age, becoming wise after the event, and appealing to 
other young men, as lam now appealing to you, to put 
first things first. There is a time for work or play or to laugh 
and dance or mourn —but one thing atatime. You cannot 
prepare for your examinations at the barricades, nor can 
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you promote any direct action with too many indirections: 
and indirect backers pulling you round a circle! 


In the above extravagant picture, I have attempted 
what is called an essay in Historicism. You may define it. 
as a kind of political determinism applied to the future. I 
mention it to reassure you that, as in ordinary predictive 
astrology, so with political astrology, the future does not 
ever happen as foretold; and the reason is that we men, 
committed to an endless drama, unconsciously introduce 
our personal twists and turns to deflect the result in smalk 
or great measure. If the picture suits you, then you may 
sit back and relax; but if it does not, pray be up and doing 
while you can do something about it. This and nothing. 
but this is the burden of my appeal to you. As Buddha 
told us: Right thoughts alone lead toright action, and 
right education alone can give you right thoughts. So 
instead of, as great poets do, plunging into the middle of 
things, please resolve to begin at the beginning—the sooner 
the better. 


4. Self-immolation 


One of the most perplexing off-shoots of the anti- 
Hindi agitation has been the scarifying phenomenon of 
self-immolation. I have been trying to figure it out in terms 
of its psychological rogts, and emotional compulsions. The 
world has long been familiar with the idea of martyrdom as 
a kind of Passive Heroism which has had far-reaching. 
consequences. A dynamic individual so controls his dyna- 
mism as to be at rest, while a static crowd is so worked 
up as to do something about it. This usually takes violent 
forms at first, and gradually settles down to a kind of be- 
lated expiation for the dead man by taking over whatever it 
was for which he laid down his life. Johnson opined that 
it was the ultima ratio of an ideal which seeks self—expres- 
sion in the businesses and bosoms of men. The more recon- 
dite the ideal the longer it takes tocrystallise into a dogma. 
Furthermore it seeks to supplant a different and often ruling 
ideal opposed to or directly the negation of if. This is in 
short the history of martyrdom through whieh the Christi- 


92 


an religion spread over Europe, displacing the religion of 
the pagans which, though a hotch-potch, found patronage 
under the Roman emperors. So the persecution of the early 
Christian sects was justified as the suppression of anarchic 
and anti-social elements which, indeed they were, if you 
studied their role in the disintegration of the Roman 
empire. 


The ancient classical tradition speaks of a kind of self- 
immolation which I venture to bring to your attention. You 
have all heard of Brutus and Cassius committing suicide 
when the battle of Philippi went against them, and the 
cause which they fought for—namely Republicanism—was 
lost. They preferred to die with the Republic rather than to 
survive it aad live dishonoured lives. Such self-immolation 
was considered a Roman ‘virtue’, as you may find out from 
Julius Caesar. Butif you could go further back into anci- 
ent Greek history, you will find a more fearful example of 
this self-immolation at work which I want you to ponder 
more deeply for a reason which I shall indicate below. 
In what is known as the Oedipus cycle of plays, a ghastly 
tragedy is worked out which is exactly after the manner of 
some stories in our own Puranas. It is prophesied that a 
son born to a reigning king and queen would kill the father, 
marry the mother and reign. 


In spite of the most ingenious attempts to avert the 
catastrophe, it comes about exactly @ foretold. But when 
the new king is installed, one of his first duties happens to 
beto trace the murderer of the previous king and punish 
him duly. The Central Bureau of Investigation was set in 
motion, though some ministers and the Queen had a vague 
foreboding and tried to dissuade the king from his resolve. 
But he persisted until he found the desolating truth that the 
murderer of the old king was none else but himself. There- 
upon, he held a trial in due form, and condemned himself 
for a murderer. He next pronounced sentence on the 
Criminal to the effect that, he should be blinded in both 
his eyes and sentenced to banishment for life. He did 
not kill himself as he felt that the ends of justice 
required his torment and purgation before he conld fairly 
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expiatc his crimes of parricide and incest. Note besides 
that the self-immolation was decided upon only after 


he found out that there was no way of recalling the past 
and undoing his deeds. 


I now invite you to compare that example of self- 
immolation with one recorded in Sangam literature. It was. 
the ill-luck of a Tamil king named Kopperum Chozhan 
to be not merely long-lived but to occupy the 
throne as a corollary to it, too long; his two sons. 
at last decided that it was time for the old man to 
retire in their favour. The king was apparently of the 
Lear-type and feeling, in spite of dotage, every inch a king, 
resolved to punish his off-spring for treason. They rose in 
rebellion against him, but,just as the battle was about to be 
joined, the chief minister advised the king to abdicate for 
very sound reasons. Chiefest of them was that if he won, 
he could not rule for ever and there would be nobody to 
succeed him after hisdeath. If he lost he would die and 
the sons would succeed him asamatter of course. To 
avoid being put to death by his sons. he suggested abdi- 
cation and self-imposed exile from his kingdom. The old 
man saw the sense and force of the argument, and so walked 
out of the palace into the forest. Brooding over the throne 
which he had lost by his own volition, he resolved to starve 
himself to death. What was more he fulfilled his vow. 
Real martyrdom therefore includes self-immolation, whereas 
‘self-immolation might gpiss martyrdom by many lengths. 


But in all these cases which I have instanced, you will 
have noticed a common element, namely, the resort to self- 
destruction only after it became quite obvious that the 
injury felt could not be overcome by any practicable, human 
means. In all of them, there is besides an ethical imper- 
‘ative involved, the vindication of which stands above all 
other considerations including the most tenacious and 
precious one of self—preservation. They point to a level of 
‘intellectual clarity and emotional sensibility raised to their 
highest pitch, alike in the individual and the society in 
-which he lived, which must have felt the slightest aspersion 
on honour, personal or national, as a:‘deadly. wound... ...:2 
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I think Jainism favours some sort of immolation asa 
legitimate means of freeing oneself from the bonds of 
saimsara ; but the Buddhist priests of Saigon who resorted 
to burning themselves to death were not Jains; and I do 
not know enough of Buddhism to say whether it too favours 
such auto da fes. The Buddhists had good enough reasons 
for going on the war-path within the limits of their faith; 
for they saw adouble disgrace enveloping their country — 
with the pro-Communist and Pro-American juntas at feud 
with each other, but both making a dead-set against 
Buddhism and Buddhist patriotism at the same time. 


But I doubt if these complicated considerations 
entered into the minds of those ill-starred Tamils who 
burnt themselves in the recent flare-up. Auto-suggestion, 
oratory and false propaganda between them can claim these 
as their toll. The Saigon example might have conjured 
visions under the sway of the first of the above, a call for 
‘Struggle and sacrifice in impassioned utterance would 
‘answer to the second; and for the third-may God help us 
all!—the poor victims were led to conclude that Tamil was 
in danger and was about to be destroyed or had actually 
been destroyed! So they must have felt that they had 
nothing more to live for, even as Brutus felt after Philippi. 
The one point of relevance to you, my young friends, in 
this ghastly business 1s that you and these people have been 
working at cross-purposes. You fought because you wished 
to defeat Hindi; the suicides occugred because they could 
mot save Jamil! your ‘ Victory’ has become as much a 
delusion as their ‘defeat’; for Hindi never came to invade 
or enslave you and Tamil 1s as well or ill as it has been 
hitherto. 


Did you once think or raise the slogan of Tamil in 
Danger’? and yet it has claimed a toll of life unnecessarily. 
From these considerations, I hope you will determine for 
yourselves the fundamental difference between martyrdom 
and self-immolation. Martyrdom hopes to establish 
something new, while self-immolation is an index of 
something irretrievably lost ! 
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Gandhi practised a kind of self-immolation which 
stands in a class by itself. It has been denounced as a 
species of intimidation and coercion; but he announced only 
once that he would go on a fast unto death and why. 
It was to annul the Macdonald award. But healso proved 
how it was not sprung as a surprise on the people either 
here or in England; for he quoted from his speech at the 
Round Table Conference where he said, inter alia: ‘Ifthe 
scheduled castes are to be Separated from the Hindu 
community, I shall resist it with my life.’ He useda common 
turn of words and loaded it with a literal significance which 
was not given toitatthat time or at any other time by 
others. 


Apart from the ethics of it, it way always a conditional 
death which he risked. He cut across both martyrdom and 
self-immolation by using a combination of both to achieve 
his ends which wereeven more ours. He used his own life 
asa pawn to be sacrificed to gain a king or queen. If it is 
permissible in chess, I dont see why it should be repro- 
bated in the larger chess—board of life. It must also be 
admitted that he won because the proposed vivisection of 
society was felt to be too absurd to succeed, both by the 
government and by us. A similar challenge over Pakistan 
was not offered partly because it wouldn’t have worked and 
partly because the Hindus felt completely fed up. And we 
all know that when a man is fed up, he usually does the 
stupidest things imaginable for quite some time after it. We 
are in the aftermath of Pakistan still, and hence it is that 
our unity is bandied about by all and sundry. We do not 
bandy about our domestic relations in the same lackadai- 
sical manner, do we? 


The real objections to Gandhi’s fasts spring from 
psychological considerations. They divested the people of 
their due share of responsibility for fighting their own 
battles. We were cowardly enough to run away if the fast 
failed, ‘but to porfit by it if it succeeded. Hence the parlous 
condition of our country to-day. The second and more 
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fundamental objection to it is that fasts, austerities, sulks 
etc., in politics are a woman’s weapons. Kaikeyi 1s the 
classic instance of one who used them to gain a point; and 
an old pauranika of my acquaintance once told me witha 
shrug: ‘ Complete success, sir; Kaikeyi got what she wanted 
—her widowhood!’ When exhibitionism enters into fasts, 
then they are shorn of their virtue. One hundred years ago, 
the American Negroes were given freedom; and yet they are 
still fighting for it, either because they have not got it or 
because they cannot recognise it. By contrast, it is not to be 
wondered at, if we, who got our freedom just seventeen 
years ago are still unable to locate it. The majority have 
not yet thought of it, while the minority are looking for it 
in the wrong places. Freedom does not come and go; itis 
eternally lost and gained. 


6. Blackmail 


As an institution, blackmail is both ancient and 
honourable. For it is the first law that takes shape in a 
jungle. The world is ever divided between those who offer 
protection and those who need it badly—or think they do. 
Look at the number of Gurkha watchmen in the offices and 
private homes of ourcity! At all times, whether settled 
or unsettled, you find adventurers roaming about who, as a 
fictitious character in a modern play puts it, ‘are itching 
to measure theirsels’ against anything that seems bigger 
than ‘theirsels.” They proceed to prove it by protecting 
you or pulverising you. Both are equally welcome to them, 
since both lead to the same conclusion—the vindication of 
their superiority. As only those survived who sought their 
protection, it was readily enough granted in return for a 
consideration. But periodically the protector had to turr 
against his own patron to keep his spirit of adventure in 
proper trim, and what was a cheerfully paid tribute at first 
became later on a hateful exaction which tended to deprive 
the victim of his zest for life. When what we now call the 
‘state’ took shape, it proceeded to make the mixture as bcfore, 
but began to prescribe it in a variety of concoctions which 
assured you of a variety of benefits. The only condition 
imposed was that you had to pay for your doctors and their 
Prescriptions. 
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So rapid and spectacular has been the progress of our 
civilisation in recent decades as to bring about a ‘nationali- 
sation of blackmail’ throughout the world, with the states 
performing the double function, above described with a 
non-stop and quick-change artistry which has entranced 
and enslaved all the original adventurers to become their 
protecting destroyers or destructive protectors. We dont 
call them blackmailers any more; but they are known now 
variously as leaders of parties, intellectuals, egg-heads, 
theoreticians, the avante garde, Planning Experts etc., They 
have farmed out the ‘people ’ everywhere between them- 
selves, and promote their own thrift through a politic and 
wise husbandry... If I should say that the modern state 
has become the,biggest goonda, you might think me ill- 
bred and vulgar. But what else is the inwardness of the 
Public Sector, Controls, taxes, excise duties, nationalisation 
et hoc? Whatever the return you and [ and all the rest of 
us get for our pains and penalties, we receive with incre- 
dulous joy and gush our gratitude in a cascade of trembling 
hope. But as the technique can be studied without its 
frills by the percipient, the more adventurous of these 
dispossessed spirits first wonder why they should not try 
out the same experiment on their own, and then proceed 
to act. WS 

Applied to our conditions, we may see blackmail at 
work in allotropic modifications which may be classified 
as economic blackmail (taxation and plan-frames,) Political 
blackmail (the scramble for leadership), and linguistic 
blackmail, (tribalism.) The record of Congress in power 
is a shining illustration of the first two kinds of blackmail. 
~The lingustic blackmail, which did not begin with the 
establishment of linguistic provinces as falsely alleged by 
many worthies, was discovered as a by-product when the 
lingustic states were simultaneously reduced to a parochial 
‘status with Central Planning usurping the whole constitu- 
tion. People who now clamour for constitutional safe- 
guards are in the predicament of the man who shut the 
stable-door after the horse was stolen. But as nobody 
seems interested in: the recovery ‘of the stolen horse, the 
stable is going to rack and ruin,-~-door, ‘lock and all! Asat 
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the same time every one feels the need to do something or 
Other and finds himself baulked on all sides, he has found 
in this linguistic lullaby something to soothe ard infuriate 
phim at the same time. 


A rather significant exception was furnished to us by 
the troubled conception and abortive course of what, a 
few years ago, was called the Punjabi Suba movement. 
It masqueraded under an apparently political or constitu- 
tional label but was patently based on the principle of a 
script which cut across almost every street and home in the 
Punjab. That movement was different from the present 
one in another notable feature. It pleaded for a_ regional 
language being accorded a rightful place by making it 
appear that it was being emasculated by all and sundry. 
Whereas here, English is invoked to choke offthe rise of 
any Indian language to the status of an all-India medium. 
In the first case, blackmail assumed the form of a damsel 
in distress who tried to rouse miscellaneous knight-errantry 
to action. Inthe present case, it is not even tribalism, 
which interms of cultural progress may be studied as atavism, 
but plain, unblushing, parasitic poltroonery! For in swear- 
ing by English it is deliberately swearing its soul (if any) 
away ! 


But note the manner in which the Suba agitation was 
collared and disposed of. A Punjabi Sikh reincarnated 
himself into a modern Rudra and, swearing that he would 
give it no quarter, proceeded to demonstrate his ability to 
achieve it. Set a thief to catch a thief, says the proverb. It 
meeded a Singh to singe the Suba. Let me hasten to say 
that I consider the demand for a Punjabi Suba is theoreti- 
cally just and sound. My reason for saying so is that it 
was notan alibi to interpolate English in preference to 
Hindi or Urdu. Nor was ita Trojan horse prepared to 
accommodate the despoilers of our freedom with a view to 
take us back toa status quo which has allured others 
elsewhere with the charms of a Mohini. While that one 
fizzied out, not before a grievous expense of toil, tears 
sweat and blood, this one from Madras with which you are 
obviously identified at many points, and which has taken 
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‘an equally heavy (if not heavier) toll already has neither 
unsettled anything old, norsettled anything new. But both 
-have been an irrelevant intrusion which has done nobody 
any good that I can see or think of. 


The power to protect or blackmail any state vested in 
the Centre is negligible, if not undependable by definition. 
If the Tamils ever come to see things in true perspective, it 
can only beif a Tamii Kairon Singh comes to administer 
the affairs of this state. Mind you, I do not apotheosise 
the dead to gain a debating point. He was no worse than his 
fellows, and distinctly better in a matter or two. Do not 
think that the prospects are remote or unlikely. The 
danger of a Punjabi Suba in a vulnerable area is increased 
-a thousand-fold in the (as yet) secretly longed-for breakaway 
-of the South from the North. We have an extended sea- 
board which in the past offered ideal landing points for 
all our past humiliations. The character of future intruders 
would be the same, though their complexions may difer, 
and their catch—words and call-signals would have to be 
different. If you are resolved to go on the war-path for the 
*protection’ of English, without furnishing yourselves with 
a new uniform and new equipment of your own, pause for 
heaven’s sake, to think of the manifold opportunites you 
would be offering to Vasco da Gamas, Dupleixs, Clives 
‘and Cootes lying in wait for you by land, sea and air. 


I am not an alarmist when give you sucha _ warning. 
The English—swearing caucus tells you with the bravado of 
‘a Pistol that they will disrupt the Union if they are not 
allowed to impose their will onthe Country. This is the 
one thing they can truimphantly achieve,—to lose the 
freedom they did nothing to bring! 


7. The Failure of Democracy 
This is a matter of daily demonstration, and 1s cause 
enough for abundant disquiet—to lovers of peace and demo- 
“cracy. At the moment these latter are nowhere in the 
‘picture. Many ersatz varieties of democracy have come on 
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the market after the second world-war, and the peace of the 
UNO broke out. They have been labelled basic, guided, 
people’s, controlled, indirect, socialist, functional and so on. 
Ours is in process of going through a sea-change in which, 
wherever it is not misguided, it runs wholly unguided. All 
the clans, old and new, have rallied under the Plans, and 
grind their private axes on the prostrate body of the nation 
asa whole which, being an intangible process, goes by 
unobserved and unfettered. There is no sense of discipline 
anywhere—from the Central Cabinet to the children’s 
nursery. Chota Moghuls in fancy dress hold the people to 
ransom through aconstitutionally usurped but surreptitiously 
delegated authority. 


Look at the legislative record of the last fifteen years. 
All steps. taken forward or backward in those years have 
been due to undemocratic pressures exerted in blatant 
contempt of the legislatures. M. P’s and M. L. A’s take 
an infinite deal of trouble and spend an unconscionable 
amount of money to get elected; but once they get in, 
they think it their whole duty to stage recurrent walk-outs 
from them! They deify men with feet of clay and defy men. 
with wigs on their heads. Courting imprisonment and 
moving ‘cut’ motions are practised side by side not only 
without any sense of their incongruity, but are considered 
meritorious, if not heroic. All these have combined to 
promote a state of jitters in which the most farcical and 
melodramatic puerilities have occurred ; and all of them have 
been cited as proof of an irrepressible, spontaneous mass- 
upsurge. We have thus reduced to a perfect caricature 
both Gandhism and the parliamentary system. 


This is not a case of ministerial instability alone. 
France, in the inter-war years had week-end governments 
which were always falling down, down like London Bridge 
in the music-hall song. The Latin states of South America 
have been thriving on instability for a couple of centuries ; 
while I find it difficult to determine what has helped 
Congress more to hang onto power—its art of managing 
men or mismanaging the country! All the use to which we 
‘have put our freedom has been to demonstrate our total 
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unfitness for it. We have more false prophets to the square 
mile than any other country, and their business has never 
been so good. All parties are skating on thin ice and when 
tired, seek a resting place on exploding cases of dynamite. 
And we are told that English is the sovereignest specific on 
earth for all our ills, with the addition of Hindi as the 
villain of the piece! 


When Cromwell with his Ironsides crashed into the 
House of Commons, his first move was to point to the 
Speaker’s chair, mace and other insignia and rap out the 
order; ‘Take those baubles away.’ When Paris was sunk 
in an orgy of violence and its streets were drenched in 
blood, Napoleon came along and ordered his soldiers to 
shoot ad libitum. Carlye puts it with comendable, if sardonic, 
brevity by saying: ‘ With a whiff of grapeshot, Bonaparte 
brought the revolution to a close.” Ca ira continued to be 
sung, but it became a halleluja for the ‘little Corporal.’ 


Is that what our high-minded, frustrated, long-injured 
democracy wants? It is at any rate ready to hand waiting for 
the call. Using the anti-Hindi step of the ladder to mount to 
supreme power, you may live to see the ladder kicked down 
unceremoniously as all ladders in history have been. 
Satyagraha which needs publicity for its notional successes 
will wither in the dark; parliaments will go up in smoke. 
And you will find a new rabble of paid scribes to commend 
to you something else as new which you will take a long 
time to find out is in reality as old as the offending Adam. 
‘Liberty!’ exclaimed Madame Roland, a lovely victim of 
the French Revolution as she stood on the scaffold: 
* Liberty, what things are done in thy name!’ We live and 
learn, it is said. But have you or will you? 


8. More Circuses 


A Tamil proverb says that the milkman pleaded 
inability to milk the cow as he was suffering from a swollen 
lip. Less humorous but more preposterous is a bright 
Suggestion advanced by some worthies that if the Lok 
Sabha could stage one of its sessions in the South, the anti- 
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Hindi virus could be sterilised. The idea underlying it is 
that what the people want is a non-stop circus which could 
divert or distract their attention from their multitudinous 
other troubles. 1 dont deny that circuses have a role in the 
art of government, but it must be fortified by bread as well 
in equally non-stop doles. If anything, the supply of the 
bread takes precedence, for the imperious demand of the 
inner man in us which would not be brooked. The Roman 
empire combined the two and kept itself as a going concern 
for quite some centuries. In the end, both failed, not 
because they were not forthcoming, but because they had 
become too plentiful, and so came to pall on jaded palates. 


Besides, this kind of circus, unless televised in the 
widest commonalty, will not be seen and enjoyed by all—if 
there is anything to enjoy init. Even then what is seen 
would be not the same thing as seeing and acting in it. The 
press does this function, errors and omissions excepted, and 
takes both cash and credit for it with the concurrence of 
the victims themselves. The gravamen of the complaints, 
whether just or unjust, well or ill-founded, would remain 
still, and would clamour for relief or revenge as formerly. 
For the storm-centres would continue to remain outside the 
purview of the Lok Sabha asnow. Thus the circus-value 
of a peripatetic parliament would give added edge to the 
very discontents which are neither examined nor tackled on 
merits. It would merely be a case of putting off till 
tomorrow what you are unable or unwilling to do today. 


But the more significant fact underlying the suggestion 
is the furtive nostalgia that Delhi is not good enough as the 
centre and that it should be displaced to move round the 
circle. J deal with this psychological attitude in the section 
entitled ‘Polarity’ to which you may turn. The urge is 
nothing else but a longiny in each one of us to be she centre 
of a circle of our own. But the peculiarity of circles, as long 
as they remain circles 1s that their diameter alone can be 
shortened or lengthened. When the centre is smashed, there 
is no circumference either. The reverse process then gathers 
momentum, and a new centre is found from which radij 
reach out in all directions to draw the circumference again. 
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As the centre is always but one mythical point while the 
circumference is an infinite uggregation of them, the conflict 
between them is seen to be eternal and ineluctable. That is 
why the universe itself is composed of circles within circles 
in an infinite series. The South can break away from the 
North, only to be broken in its turn, not only into further 
norths and souths but also into matching easts and wests, 
endlessly. But some masterful minds now and then appear 
on the scene and change gears or reverse them frequently. 
As Governor-General of India, Rajaji enthused over a 
magnificent whole; but as a relegated rishi, he commends to 
you an impossible truncation which he himself has neither 
practised nor believes in. For even you who clamour for 
something ‘down’ are, at the same time, eager to affiliate 
yourselves to something else in preference to it. 


The tragedy of our situation is that we are eager to 
break away even before we could come together. 


If, on the other hand, all the Pradesh Bhaskas are given 
free play, and a process of conferring more and more 
responsibility and initiative on the states is actively 
promoted, we may eventually evolve a ‘League of Indian 
Bhashas’ on the analogy of the League of Nations. In a 
historical view, India and Europe have much in 
common. Both owe their costinued individuality and 
vitality to the germinal ideas of a religion which, in all its 
modifications, claims the allegiance of the overwhelming 
majority of the people. Even those who have emancipated 
themselves from the ‘superstitions’ of religion set much 
store by and are committed to the preservation and extension 
of a common culture. Europe had to go through the 
agonies of a number of blood-baths under scarifying 
slogans, but the basic, underlying conflict was between 
holism and fragmentation. Even now, we see in Europe 
the trend towards the creation of a new ‘ European 
community’ transcending but not effacing, the national 
consciousness of individual groups. The threat of 
communism has given an added urgency and meaning to it 
‘Nato’ as it is called, has a government, a cabinet. a 
Secretariat and an Assembly which meets periodically ; 
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consider along with it the parallel move for the forging of 
a ‘European community’ as well, to reconcile conflicting 
economic and trade interests; and you see a world-trend at 
work. 


India is as big as Europe and much older and better 
provided with the incentives and initiatives for evolving 
a ‘ League of Indian Nations.’ It will provide a solvent to 
the separatist tendencies which are now worked Out through 
linguistic alarums, and new areas of agreement or friendly 
competition will come to the surface. Itis not generally 
recognised that the reactionaries, —(we are a// reactionaries 
in sOme matters, some in more ways than others)—, have 
been feverishly at work, in our midst, ever since the coming 
of freedom ;_ but they have been beaten to a stand-still in 
the political, economic and ideological spheres. They have 
at last found in this linguistic alibi an infallible bogey 
which by-passess reason, logic and the rude realities of our 
Situation. 


Such a league of Indian Bhashas—you may call it by any 
other name—will have the Central Cabinet as its Security 
Council without surrendering its Supreme sovereignty and 
final authority. It may well be a moving circus, as it will 
meet in the off-season when the state legislatures are not in 
session; and it may also serve to instil in the popular mind 
the idea of the essential unity of the country, the para- 
mountcy of its interests and the guarantee it offers to all the 
parts to grow and expand under its protective umbrella to 
the utmost extent of their potentialities. 


Meredith says somewhere that the last to be 
civilised by man would be woman! I am often tempted 
to vary that pessimistic observation and say: The last 
to be consolidated into a single well-knit nation will be the 
Hindus! 


Section 2 


Anti-Hindi Missiles 


1. Non-Hindi Areas 


The principle of dichotomy iS pervasive in all nature 
Since it is the basis of creation itself. But instead of 
accepting it as the obverse and reverse of one and the same 
coin, men have allowed it to bedevil their minds in. extra— 
ordinarily diverting and tragic ways. I have already dealt 
with the North-South conflict and shown you how it can be 
used to lead to a head-on collision as in the American 
Civil War or canalised or sublimated to constructive 
ends as in Great Britain, Germany and elsewhere. Let me 
now help you to see how this concept is being exploited by 
some people in our midst under Rajaji’s inspiring guidance. 
Aryan and Dravidian is too crude for a man of his finesse, 
but yet it is too precious as a scarecrow to be dispensed 
with. He has therefore been insinuating into the popular 
mind the notion of a fresh division of India on a linguis- 
tic basis. Nor is he so simple as to put it positively. Hence 
a new negation, floated in his mind, is slowly swimming 
into our ken. By the way, it is an extremely curious fact 
that all our catch-words, slogans, totems and taboos of the 
last three or four decades are negatives. Consider, for 
instance: Non-Cooperation, Non-Violence, non-Alignment, 
Non-nuclear powers, Non-Asiatics, and now Non-Hindi 
areas. All these are a clear-enough proof of our continuing 
Nonage, whether individually or as a nation! 


Madras or Bengal 1s prima facie non-Hindi; but does it 
or can it mean that Hindi is unknown, unheard of or 
unwanted in either state? There are millions even in Madras 
who understand Hindi, who are familiar with it and who 
have a natural feeling that it too is an Indian language. The 
same thing cannot be said of English either here or 
elsewhere in India, except for the Anglo-Indians who too 
are beginning to realise its foreignness in one way or 
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Overwhelmingly or even predominantly. I will show you in 
@ moment that there is and can be no concensus among them 
about an alternative to Hindi. West Bengal wants a further 
time-limit for the displacement of English by Hindi. Even 
their universities unlike yours, have resolved to switch over, 
to Bengali from English. They do not want English for 
¢ver and alone. The Madras Chief Minister wants 
bilingualism indefinitely, with a right of veto against drop- 
ping English to be vested in any single state of the Indian 
Union. Andhras dont know what they want, since 
presumably they have not yet begun to think either in 
Telugu or Hindi or English; but they have enough feeling 
to declare emphatically they do not want so many Tamilians 
in all-India services as now, and that their numbers should 
be cut down to a percentage of their population which is 
sanctioned by the laws of Arithmetic! This is but a variant 
expression of that fellow-feeling which has made them 
resolve to Iet the floods of the Krishna flow undiminished into 
the sea, rather than allow any part of it to be diverted to 
slake the thirst of Madras. Kerala isin the throes of an 
election which reduces this linguistic /eela to size as an 
irrelevant and cacophonous carillon. Mysore will sail with 
the wind, since it can neither sow it nor will it be able to 
Teap its aftermath. 


In Tamil Nad itself, The D. M. K. leader is flitting in 
the wings and has not yet decided to form a duet with 
Rajaji since a too conspicuous Saashtaanga namaskaram for 
English would dish his standing with the Sentamils, 
Tanittamils, We Tamils and other /nji groups (please note, 
my young friends, that English ginger is a corruption of 
Tamil /nji, thanks to the Arabs). They will never allow 
any Other language to demote their first and only love, 
Tamil. I salute them respectfully, although the day of their 
arrival is still far off. 


It is thusclear that the one hundred millions, whom 
Rajaji, parades so impressively as solidly anti-Hindi, are 
seen at closer quarters, to be no more formidable than a 
sack of potatoes unloosed. The break-away from the 
“north” which is now longed for, in obedience to what I 
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have illustrated as the principle of polarity, will be found to 
taste like the dead-sea fruit, and a reverse process will be 
set in motion making these very people long for 
holistic union. Both these trends you may see at 
work before your eyes in what our  newspupers 
call, with a sycophantic simper, the Arab World. 
Nasser is the eponymous and undisputed leader of it; but 
Syria or Iraq is too closely situated for an exhibition of 
self-immolating love, while Algeria or Tunis or Morocco is 
too far off to suffer from the aspiration for a unification or 
merger which may therefore be piously articulated. Greek 
Cypriots formed a party called Enosis, and swore to be 
united with Greece. The nationalist slant thus given to 
their movement led to the withdrawal of Britain from the 
island; but oddly enough Enosis has also evaporated 
synchronously ! We thus arrive at the conclusion that a 
common ground resides mostly in the air, and becomes a 
reality only when we follow our acquisitive instincts, and. 
find that, as we gain ground, we must also yield it. 


3. The Intelligentsia. 


Rajaji has claimed with pardonable pride that he has 
got the entire body of people known as the ‘ intelligent- 
sia’ on his side in this anti-Hindi fight. Now I find 
it economical to agree to all Rayjaji’s claims and asser- 
tions, as it enables me to proceed to an examination of 
them in the light of known facts. In the first place, what 
we call the ‘ intelligentsia” here in India is not the genuine 
article, found elsewhere. At any rate they are not the 
avante garde of the European countries who must be 
anathema to Rajaji for many reasons, chief of which is that 
they do not, asa rule, care for old men in their company. 
What we mean by the ‘intelligentsia’ here is that class of 
men who are not illiterate, and who can write or read or 
speak English of a sort. The majority of them are beasts 
of the bureaucratic burden, while the rest belong to the 
learned professions where their chief occupation scems to 
be the art of learning how to make money. In these gene- 
ralisations of mine, I wish it to be understood that there 
are so many exceptions that they cannot prove the 
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rule, unlike Rajaji who makes no provision for men like 
me who, unforiunately cannot deny our being in the group, 
but who are unhappy at being mixed up with them. 


They lead a parasitical exiStence in more senses than 
one. Their intellectual pabulum is made up of the auast- 
off ideas of French nihilists and communist theoreticians, 
largely Russian, as they are cautiously feeling their way 
back to the status quo of forty yearsago. They are all 
socialists, but with deviations which are entirely subjective 
and secret. These may adumbrate a sneaking fondness for 
democracy, but that in its turn is so hedged in or qualified 
as to convince you that they are living embodiments of 
non-alignment as a way of life! They are the backbone of 
the correspondence - columns of our newspapers where, like 
neon signs, they are on and off with an unregarded and 
gratuitous frequency. They are the pillars of ouc Univer- 
sities and pilgrims of fatuity dignificd variously as 
travelling fellows (not fellow—travellers), sitting and visiting 
professors, educationists, savants etc, etc. Their knowledge 
of their country is matched by their contact with the 
people, both of which are reduced to a minimum compati- ° 
ble with their own comfort—of body and mind. They 
speak akind of language which is adroli mixture of 
English and Tamil which can be put to effective use on 
the stage. They are assisting ina revival of religion which 
consists in staging Vedic exhibitions (with donations 
to handle), or patronising kalakshepams and_hari- 
kathas by fashionable raconteurs who are having a pretty 
good time, and also starting building programmes which do 
not suffer for lack of money. For some of the black 
money is ‘siphoned’ off into their well-laid foundations. 
The Matadipathies too are more in evidence than in the 
recent past, and enable these worthies to plant one foot in 
heaven and the other in the drawing-rooms of their cronies. 
They have aflair for art also, and are steeped in the 
nuances of music, dance, kathakkali and futurist painting. 
In the midst of these soulful activities, they do not forget 
the need to keep a sharp look-out for the main chance, and 
so are never caught napping. Thus they are always on the 
‘winning side. 
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They do not care for Hindi as itis naturally and under- 
standably a bother to pick it up in middle age, which 
nobody expects of them. Besides they are the patrons of 
convent schools and their ilk, and are already worried as 
to what would happen to their bright young things with the 
regional language first and Hindi completely wrecking all 
education. ‘ Fancy teaching or learning Geometry or 
Algebra in Tamil, sir!’ they exclaim ina tone of depre- 
cating disgust which cannot be countered at all. So they 
find refuge in social activities where they forget their 
disillusion with a hopeless government. 


But curiously enough they are all ardent Sanskritists, 
and may be found in inseparable possession of the Gita 
or the Upanishads or some classic of one of the Acharyas 
with a bowdlerised English translation or commentary to 
keep them incountenance. This has become the newest 
prestige-symbol and its auto-suggestive value must be great 
and consoling. All the intelligentsia and his wife are pun- 
ctual at concerts, nautches, plays and at the discourses 
On the epics and puranas which are so rendered by the reign- 
ing star as to begin and end in a rose-coloured and attar- 
sprinkled atmosphere of dripping and cloying optimism. 
‘‘Dharma reigns supreme, the bank-balance grows, God 
be praised, and us we have all surrendered to Him, we are 
all saved !”’ 


But this Hindi sticks in their throats all the same. 
Hardly any of them have ever stopped toconsider the 
gaucherie of "admiring Sanskrit and despising Hindi; for 
they do not seem to know that Hindi is the only vehicle in 
prevailing conditions through which ancient Sanskrit lore 
can ever hope to percolate into the consciousness of the 
present-day Hindu! For the rest, they echo whoever is the 
leading notability in politics. They swore by Nehru as long 
as he was alive, and they have now transferred their 
allegiance to Rajaji, as he seems to be getting the upper 
hand once again. The least that Rajaji could do is to 
take them under his protective wings! They are neither 
creative, nor critical, but assiduously agreeable—for 
they are ready to agree with any one who may count. 
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As for the influence which they possess, or which they 
can exert on the course of affairs, it may be compared to that 
of the fly on the wheel which hada firm conviction that it 
alone was responsible for keeping it in motion. Personally 
I do not envy Rajaji’s acquisition of their support for his 
cause. Democracy has ignored these people, communists 
have been contemptuous of them, while the government 
has been squeezing them with a certain gentle but relentless 
pressure. Being myself one of them in the main, have 
described them truthfully and, as I hope, sympathetically ! 


4. The Press 


Next to the ‘Intelligentsia” Rajaji’s doughtiest 
supporters come from the Press which, even after kingship 
has been discredited everywhere and royal prerogatives 
thrown on the scrap-heap, continues to enjoy the 
prescriptive rights and privileges of the ubiqu'tous, anony- 
mous, but Royal We! Some one called it the Fourth Estate 
a century ago, and ever since then it has been behaving as if 
it had superseded the other three, while it has actually 
become the fifth wheel to a log-rolling truck. ‘Great is 
Diana of the Ephesians!’ cried the Ephesians for, among 
Other reasons, the maintenance of a flourhsing trade in 
icons of their favourite deity. In like manner the power of the 
press is securely based on the power of the purse which is 
the one thing that changes in political fashions have not yet 
out-dated. What is called a newspaper is really a ‘ views- 
paper’; and the views of any two of them on current events 
are so different that they make you wonder how, if one of 
them were true, there could be people willing to believe in 
the other! This is part of the mystery of that nagging 
question: ‘What the public wants?’ A fair but tentative 
answer would be: * Anything but the truth!.’ That was why 
Pope said long ago. 

The people’s voice...it’s odd 
It is and it is not the voice of God! 


The next great myth or legend on which it flourishes is 
that it is free. The freedom of the press, as a phrase, isa 
fortuitous combination of two words which by constant. 
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reiteration have come to exhude a mystic bouquet which, 
like the prasaadams distributed in our temples, is held in the 
greatest veneration. If you want to ventilate something or 
other in ifs columns, you are free to write to it, and it is free 
to suppress it for reasons which it is free to keep to itself. 
Consequently its freedom stems from the destruction of 
your freedom. For this invaluable service it renders you, 
itexpects youto guardit from being taken over by some 
other group, atthe instance of the government, from the 
people who now own it! 


It cries itself hoarse at not being allotted as much 
Newsprint as it wants, to doits ‘duty’ by the public, but 
devotes the major part of its daily issues to advertisements 
which are of no earthly interest to any one —not even to the 
advertisers! For instance, a motor-car is advertised. but 
it is not available for sale except in a remote future. 
Ratiway engines, huge transformers, ships of tremendous 
tonnage and bridges, are also shown you; but have you 
ever stopped to count the number of individuals who are 
buying railway engines and transformers, and bridges say in 
the course of a month? Nil! Who advertises them? The 
Government for propaganda purposes, to console the tax- 
payers, that theimoney is not wholly going down the drain. 
Next to the government, big business which, in a sheltered 
market and under scarcity conditions, makes such unconscio- 
nable profits that, rather than pay taxes like honest folk 
to the state, or reduce prices like honest tradesmen, to 
the consumers, have hit upon bribing newspapers wholesale 
and on contract, to ensure that they say nothing against 
them. Arecent order by the Centre is reported to have bnee 
received with something of a shock by the trade on both 
sides. It is a drastic slashing of advertising expenses which 
are allowed for deduction under legitimate costs. It should 
be interesting to watch the effect of it on the ‘freedom of 
the press’ in the coming months. 


Rajaji says that a referendum of the English news- 
paper-readers would convince any impartial man that all 
of them want English to continue. A referendum among 
tax-payers would disclose the equally incontrovertible fact 
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that all of them do not like to pav taxes and would like to 
‘see them abolished. The opposition of the press to any 
change in language is two-fold. It is incompetent to switch 
Over to the regional languages,as a man called Babu 
Motilal Ghose did years ago when, almost over-night, he 
‘switched over from the vernacular to English to escape the 
fangs of the law. It has sunk crores in plant and machinery 
‘which would become a dead loss if the demand for English 
papers should decline as a result of the growing prestige of 
ithe language papers. 


But what is even more wonderful to record is the fact 
that most of the Indian-language papers are themselves 
frantic in opposing the change-over from English to the 
regional languages. Either they fear the loss of a mono- 
poly or of a subsidy which they must be enjoying now to 
account for this singular example of self-abasement and 
self-stultification. For { have seen some of them carrying 
advertisements in English amidst matter in an Indian 
language! The patrons of such papers must be bilingual 
ina unique manner; but why they could not have it the 
‘Other way round is a mystery to me. Frankly I give it up, the 
‘More sO as even papers with mammoth circulation (as claim- 
ed by themselves) suffer from this inferiority complex. 


Altogether we are never made to forget the mighty 
power of the press as faithfully reported by the —press. 
It has its good points however, chief of which is that it is 
faithful to its masters; only they are subject to change 
‘without notice! It denounced the old system of education 
:and pleaded passionately for making it ‘national;’ now it 
pleads as passionately to keep it as it was in the good old 
-days when it gave such an excellent account of itself! When 
‘Gandhi announced the need for linguistic provinces, it 
‘backed him to the last fount it possessed; but now it 
deplores them as the source of all our current woes. When 
Bharati sang about the unity of the country, it also danced 
‘for joy along with the singers. But now that Rajaji croaks 
doom if English should go, it also croaks with him in con- 
cordant cacophony. Most of us are persuaded that we 
‘cannot get on without it,any more than wecan without our 
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morning cup of coffee. But it alone knows what is even 
more true, that it cannot get on even for a day without us. 
A famous British Nobel Laureate said that the British 
press was incapable of reflecting public opinion; a British 
Prime Minister compared it to a harlot since it enjoyed her 
Prerogative through the ages,—which isthe exercise of 
power without responsibility. The last great feature of the 
Indian press is that one half of it—the English—does not 
know what the other half—the Language press—thinks or 
says. A murky curtain of printer’s ink separates the two 
from each other irreconcilably and for ever. 


‘Late News ’! 


Sometimes the press ‘ flashes ’ exciting items of news in 
acorner under the above heading. I copy the method to 
add apost-script to this section to inform you that the 
aforesaid order slashing advertisement expenditure has since 
been withdrawn by the Finance Ministry as a result of 
‘representations ‘ made by the affected interests. What it 
Means, my young friends, is that one blackmailer has come 
up against another and that, to avoid a show-down, they are 
prepared to find their mutual account in extending the area 
of their blackmail! Each will get a littl more by _ black- 
mailing a common victim which is you and me and every 
ene else! 


5. Sanskrit and Hindi 


The anti-Hindi-wallahs, as a class, will be found to shed 
erocodile tears over the decay of Sanskrit studies, but will 
not raise their little finger to give them a push forward. The 
traditional repositories of Sanskrit have now effloresced into 
the smart executives of foreign combines with an Indian 
alibi who are shaking the proverbial pagoda tree with an 
uninhibited gusto which combines the rapacity of the free- 
booter with the ruthlessness of the thug. The intelligentsia, 
already anatomised for your information, have no more use 
for the dead language than they have for their dead 
ancestors. The rabid communalist. are no less malevolent 
because of an emotional misjoinder which has yoked, in 
their minds, the disintegrating brahmin community with the 
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language of the ‘gods.” No minister, who values his 
chance of staying put for as long as possible, would 
throw so much as a crumb to Sanskrit; and an almost pre- 
ordained fatality has decreed that no Hindu should be the 
Minister of Education at the Centre. The so-called three- 
language formula has ensured that none of the three 
is mastered to any purpose, as I have already pointed out; 
but it has effectively insured the elimination of Sanskrit 
from the secondary course. When, therefore, nobody is 
found eager to study it, the proposal that it should have 
been made.our national language cannot but be dismissed as 
a piece of unseasonable levity. 


More than the above factors, such a proposal would 
have so upset our Muslim brethren as to have itself upset 
in its turn, the equanimity of our founding fathers, uncles 
and nephews. : 


But unless we revive and exploit Sanskrit for all our 
needs in the intellectual, cultural and scientific spheres, we 
must perish; this is a consummation which is devoutly wish- 
ed by our avante garde in competitive zeal with Christian, 
Muslim and intermediate brands of evangelism at work in 
our midst. When we are dead as a nation,it need not be suppos- 
ed that Sanskrit would die with us.Sanskrit has already found 
a hospitable and cherished home in foreign lands where it is 
studied with a diligence and reverence that must be approved 
by the goddess Saraswati herself. The scientific parts of our 
Vedas have already been studied to some purpose by the 
Germans, and I read a story many years ago, recounting how 
the idea of a rocket missile was derived by some German 
scientists as a result of their study of some parts of the 
Atharva Veda. But even I, with my compendious ignorance 
of Sanskrit, make bold to assert that the principles of 
fundamental physics are found stated in them with a 
crispness and precision which are marvellous. The possibi- 
_lities are therefore very bright for a new race of people to 
rediscover and reaffiliate themselves to the priceless truths 
hidden in the Vedas. 


After all, the best authorities on ancient Greek and 
Latin are to be found not in Athens and Rome, but in 
Heidelberg, Munich, Paris, Leyden, London and New York 
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or Harvard or Princeton or Yale. Perhaps we are fit only 
for manure: and as Milton spoke of those also as serving 
who stand and wait, manure too has its demonstrable uses! 


6. Forcing an Undeveloped Language 


Some languages are more developed than others in 
exact relation to the development of the people who speak 
them. French has certain felicities of phrase and thought 
whiich are unknown to English, even as English has a certain 
re tcence which is unknown to the American style of speech. 
But it is important to realise that none of the people 
concerned feel inconvenienced by their limitations which are 
part of their national character. But in the current 
controversy, the word ‘undeveloped’ is flung about to 
overwhelm Hindi much more than any other Indian language. 
If Tamil is better developed, how comes it that Sri Annadurat 
has been so indifferent to its being used as the vehicle of 
education and government? Or, for a change, why does he 
not press for its use bv the Oriyas or Assamese? A child is 
undeveloped, but we donot forthat reason ignore it or 
condemn it to remain undeveloped. On the other hand, 
we believe that it has potentialities which it is our duty to 
bring out by giving it proper education and training. 


But what is meant in the present case is that Hindi has 
not the words to convey the things or ideas for which we are 
now using English. Necessity is the mother of invention, 
and ifthe attempt is made, you can find the words, or failing, 
take over the words which you think would serve your 
purpose from wherever you may find them. Look at this 
Word ‘orange’. You think it an English word, don’t you ? 
But suppose you find it is after all derived from the Tamil 
word ‘nartangai’? | daresay you'd be surprised! The Arabs 
took the word, made it maramg and then it went further 
west-wards where it became an orange. At any rate it is 
not an English word. On that account, would you say that 
English is an undeveloped language? English had no word 
for orange because neither the tree nor the fruit grows in 
England. Or take our ‘ puliyan’, tree and fruit: The Arabs 
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called it tamarind onthe analogy of their own ‘ tamar” 
which is Arabic for the date-tree, and they added i-hind to 
denote that it is 9 native of India. Such instances are legion, 
and they show how the vocabulary of any language is 
derived from many strange sources. 


A language is said to be undeveloped when it lacks 
qualitative distinctions and verbal modes and moods. It is 
precisely these two features that are found in prodigal wealth 
in all the Indian languages, since they are derived almost 
wholly from Sanskrit. We lack scientific terms because we 
have done nothing in the field of science. No other language 
in the world has made such subtle distinctions as Sanskrit 
between atman, buddhi, chit, manas, thought, perception 
and soon. As we were led to discover the outside world in 
a state of moral and political subjection to England, that 
discovery came to us ina language which made us all wor- 
ship it witha kindof, whatI can only call, Jingualotry. 
Youcan argue aman out ofa false idea more easily than 
drive out of hima firmly-held superstition. That is your 
predicament today,—hanging on to English with a bemused 
desperation which is pitiable indeed ! 


The remedy for this is to use the language you have and 
find ways and means of enriching’ and expanding it. The 
Western languages have .shown an inexhaustible power of 
adding to their vocabulary because they are still tethered to 
ancient Greek and Latin for all their cultural needs. In 
like manner, we can make full use of Sanskrit for our needs 
as they arise. But you have turned your back on Sanskrit, 
and denounce Hindi because, among other reasons, it is 
attempting such borrowings and adaptations from Sanskrit. 
You go a-begging for English like some unfortunate but 
improvident house-wives who pester their neighbours for 
frequent loans of acup of ghee or sugar or coffee—powder 
to cope with unexpected guests. Like Mrs. Beau Tibbs, 
they want to make a show of their economic well-being and 
social standing on slender foundations, and are invariably 
found out, not only by their neighbours but, what is worse, 
by their visitors ! This sort of gentility is pitiful; but when 
we practise it on a national scale, it becomes ghastly ! 
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The fact is that there is a widespread awareness in the 
country of the need to displace English at least to redeem 
our souls. Those who tell you that there is no disgrace in 
such borrowing and permanent  hand-to-mouth living 
apparently have one kind of ethic for their conduct and a 
different one for their medium of speech, thought or writing! 
But they do not seem to realise that it involves a double 
loss— of initiative and growth at the same time. If Hindi is. 
deficient, well then, let us make good the deficiency. It is 
a national duty cast on us all, and the result of our labours 
would make it, more than now, national since we would all 
take a hand at it. If, on the other hand, you take the 
attitude that it 1s not your language, then you must turn to 
what you think is your language, and do for it what you 
refuse to do for Hindi. If you will do neither, then I am 
atraid there is no valid reason for you to exist or feel proud 
of yourself. Your backwardness will stare you in the face 
and make you squirm in better company. If you think it 
heroic to bring down the roof over your own heads and over 
those of others as Samson did, you must at least discover or 
invent a reason comparable to his! 


The fact that a ‘Centre ’—remote from you—is bestir- 
ring itself to forge anew medium ought to impel you to 
forestall it with one of your Own, at least to circumscribe 
its power for mischief. In that process you will find your- 
Selves giving and taking before you know where you are. 
English and any Indian language are like oil and water, and 
can never mix; but yeu can pour honey on milk and 
heighten the sweetness and nutritive value of both of them. 
There is a natural and intimate bond of kinship between all 
Indian languages which at least two thousand years of 
history have ratifed and sealed. Allow the same natural 
forces free play and you will find that, while serving your- 
selves, you will also be serving the country. 


If Hindi is at all forced, itis tothe same extent to 
which English is being forced. As well might you complain 
that ‘ dissection’ is forced on medical students asa condi- 
tion of their geiting a degree, or ‘mathematics’ on those who 
want to become engineers or the Indian Penal Code on law- 
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yers! The requiremets of all-india services are changing 
and if the attractions of them are real, the prescribed tests 
become worth while to every one of you who has the requi- 
site stamina to acquire the qualifications. I am convinced 
that, left to yourselves, you would have settted down to 
the new routine in a workman-like fashion, both in regard 
to vour regional language and Hindi. Even a militant sub- 
national sentiment, springing from your love of your lan- 
guage, would be welcome since it can never harm the idea, 
the ideal and the fact of a Jing, Indian national entity. If 
you don’t want to be an Indian, then the case is completely 
altered; for then you will be -Nothing! Thatis why this 
wretched language feud is a painful example of your kicking 
against the pricks. It is an exercise in Masochism, since 
a certain amount of grisly enjoyment is being derived from 
it by many unlikely groups of people. Unable to abolish 
stubborn facts, you have been tricked into a state of 
neurosis which, unless cured betumes, will leave you worse 
off at the end than you were atthe beginning. But then I 
am aware that nations are as much subject to the operation 
of the law of Karma as individuals. So whena head-on 
collision is deliberately willed, it is clearly a case of the 
old Greek proverb which says: ‘Whom the gods wish to 
destroy, they first enrage!’ 


7. A Conqueror’s Language! 


This is anelegant variation of ‘Hindi imperialism’ 
which. I have already analysed far your benefit. Just as 
there was a juggling with ‘ imperialists’ and ‘imperialism’ 
in that slogan, so there is here a pre-meditated attempt to 
inflame you by representing a language and its speakers as 
equally hateful. The cheek of it consists inthe fact that 
both charges are even more applicable to English as a_per- 
sisting incubus. 


That Hindi is being imposed as the language of con- 
querors is unbashed and blatant war-mongering. The 
British themselves did not try it in the palmy days of their 
power. Hitler set his foot on the neck of prostrate France, 
but did not order the imposition of German on Frenchmen. 


“—- 
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Stalin grabbed a lot of Germany, but left the language of 
the people severely alone. But what we see here today in 
India is a piece of brazen effrontery, by a fascist minority, 
trying to continue to exploit power when the source and 
main-spring of that power have disappeared from the 
country. The fact is that the vestigial survivals of the 
English language in the lands once under the sway of Britain, 
are being cherished by the continuing reversioners of a dis- 
solving imperial estate in tatters. These English ‘scare-crows’ 
have stepped into the breach caused by the withdrawal of 
the British, and think or hope to exploit that power without 
any responsibility, But, not endowed with any creative 
virtues of their own, they have not merely proved their 
incapacity to govern, but are now making an _ inglorious, 
last-ditch stand to thwart or delay the advance of the dis- 
possessed to their inheritance. 


The more 1 think of this invention that Hindiis a 
conqueror’s or conquering language,—further vitiated by 
the insolence and brutality of a Hitler and Stalin combined, 
—the more do I marvel at the way it has caught 
on among you, my friends! You must know that there is 
no example in all history of one language destroying 
another through conquest, peacefully or violently. That is 
why itis put to you as a future conungency after the manner 
of Alnaschar’s dream! Brutus was guilty of a similar lapse 
when he resolved to kill Caesar just to prevent his becoming 
a dictator. What English did not or could not achieve, 
Hindi is supposed capable of bringing about. If there is 
any likelihood of it, you are completely lost; because against 
Hindi, vour English would prove a broken reed; But put 
forward Tamil or the appropriate regional language to con- 
front the Hindi demon, and you will be saved. That is, if 
your aim is to save Tamil, or any other Indian language! 


But as a matter of fact, let me tell you that a language 
can conquer without your knowing anything about it tll 
long after the event! Years ago, Rajaji brought out an 
English edition of a part of Tiruvalluvar’s Kural which is 
an excellent introduction to Kural for you even now. He 
has enlivened it with notes and comments which testify, in 
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a pleasing manner, to his urbanity, taste and judgment. 
Coming across the word navam to indicate a boat, he has 
remarked, with anachronistic insouciance, that it must be 
the same as latin navum, and that the Latins must have bor- 
rowed the word from Tamil! What made him say so was 
the alleged great antiquity of the Tamil language for which 
many Tamil scholars claim priority over ancient Greek and 
latin! But the latin term ‘navum’ is also found in the Rig 
Veda where it is used in an extraordinarily interesting con- 
text. The concerned Seer says: 


Yopsu naavam pratishtithaam Veda, pratyeva tishtathi! 


In English it means: ‘ Know that this world floats like a 
a boat, but firmly, amidst the primal waters.” Thatis a 
fact of your modern science which was a commonplace to 
our ancients’ There are other recent discoveries of nuclear 
physics embedded in our Vedas which, in your ignorance, 
you will come to discover as a gift of the English language! 
But this is a digression, and so let me get back to navam. 
An ancient Sanskrit word has spread all over the globe, 
hardly changing its form, as one of numerous examples of a 
‘conquering language.” Youcan do nothing about them 
but accept them as if they are your own. In the word 
‘katamaran’ or ‘catamaran’, a Tamil word has made a 
similar ‘conquering entry” into English. ‘ Rice’ is Tamil 
arisiand is Tamil’s ‘gift to the world--though we are now 
going a-begging for it all over! 


In this sense, Hindi is indeed a conqueror’s language, 
and has been so ever since contacts began between the 
north and south of our hand, or between Aryans and 
Dravidians 1f youlike. This two-way traffic has been going 
on for at least two thousand ‘years, with Hindi or Urdu 
terms coming in a flood after the establishment of Muslim 
suzerainty. You have thus swallowed a camel, but are now 
trying heroically to strain at a needle! 


If even now you would but realise how you are being 
used as pawns in a game of chess played by champions, and 
resolve to slip off the board to assert your independent and 
manly spirit, all would be well with you. At the same 
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time, the game too would collapse! And may I offer you a 
guide-line for your future? Don’t have anything to do with 
men whose interest in you is as mere stage-property. Steer 
clear of them even as Ulysses and his mariners avoided the 
island of the Sirens ; for there, destruction lies in wait for 
you. My only desire is to save your minds before they are 
completely put out of action by the multiple concussion 
administered to them by your mentors and tormentors ! 


8. Hindi Versus Urdu 


In the desperation caused by having to accept Hindi as 
a link language in course of time, many unlikely people 
have found in Urdu a long-neglected stick with which to 
belabour it. Urdu is said to be a different language which 
is alleged to be discriminated against in the North, and 
which would suffer even more grievously if Hindi became 
the Union language. This love of Urdu is as bogus as the 
love of Sanskrit which almost all these people profess. The 
truth about Urdu is far different. It is as much a language 
of our country as any other. It was a dialect of Hindi 
which was preferred by the courtiers of the Mughal Darbar 
and which was cultivated with equal zeal by Hindus and 
Muslims alike. It enriched itself with a large influx of 
Persian words of ultimate Sanskrit origin and some from 
Arabic as well. The British continued to make use of it, 
but took care to call it by a new name, Hindustani, to 
ensure that neither the Muslims nor Hindus made it their 
own exclusively. As a further instrument of policy, the 
British government never recognised HINDI asa regional 
language at all till almost the end of their era! One effect 
of their policy was to force—FORCE!—a majority of Hindis 
of the Hindi area to learn Hindi through a non-hindi script. 
When freedom came, a remarkable thing happened. All 
Hindus who had to study disguised Urdu have naturally 
gone over to Hindi, and so it now languishes, Since the 
nagari script has come back into its own. Thisis anathema 
to the Muslims and they, like you, are now kicking vainly 
against the pricks. A further disincentive to the growth or 
spread of Urdu is that it is the ‘ national’ or ‘ official’ 
language of Pakistan. As Pakistan and India (that is 
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Bharat) are related as Roland and Oliver, Hindi and Urdu 
would remain estranged even as their patrons are, for as 
long as they choose to remain estranged ! 


The real truth of that running fight between Hindi and 
Urdu in the north may not be of any consequence io you 
here in Tamil Nad. Butas it represents an under-- ground 
politico-cultural struggle, and as it has its analogues in 
Tamil Nad as well, let me proceed to summarise it for your 
benefit. Urdu means the camp or barracks of the Mughal 
army and came to denote the language spoken there. Its 
writers have been Muslims, Hindus, Punjabis, Sindhis and so 
on. But what distinguishes one set of them from the others 
is that those with a strong Arabic background (derived from 
Islamic religion, history and theology) show a natural bias 
for coining new words on an Arabic base, while those with 
a correspondingly Hindu background (theVedas, Upanishads, 
Itihasas  etc.,) tend to revive old words from a _ richer 
Sanskrit store. Both borrowings are, broadiy speaking, 
unfamiliar to the ordinary masses. But the trends them- 
selves reflect the political, communal and cultural rift which 
continues to bea stubborn contemporary fact, reinforced 
by historical memories. 


¥ou may thus see from the above, how simplifying 
Hindi would amount to a determined attempt to arrest the 
affiliation of Modern Hindi to an ancient Sanskrit matrix, 
which is exactly what is going on in the so-called Hindi 
areas. The self-styled lovers of Sanskrit in our midst 
should bless this new attempt and welcome it for opening out 
new Vistas of ancient Sanskrit revived and rehabilitated ina 
modern context. The charge of an invading or conquering 
language so suddenly brought up against Hindi is thus seen 
to be true in a historical view, but without any odium 
attaching to the fact. The long and ‘short of it is that those 
who would welcome Sanskrit or swear by it as the a/ma 
mater of our national soul sheuld be the last people to object 
to Hindi; and that whoever does so, convicts himself out of 
his own mouth for an unworthy child of the one and an 
ungrateful or unregenerate antagonist of the other. 


I2> 


Further still, you must know, my friends, that words or 
money cannot be borrowed at will because another language 
is rich or because your creditors are flush of spare cash. 
Your need for words is directly and mathematically related 
to your need of thought. The more circumscribed your 
thought is, the less will be your need for words. When you 
get what is called new thoughts, they come invariably 
clothed in their own words! This is the mystery of creation, 
whether by Brahma or Burns or Bharati. You may study 
how the latter use their words to make them look new, and 
you will also see how they pick them up from the most 
unlikely places, and give them a new start ona fresh course. 
Like Dharma, language glorifies you when you glorify it, 
and destroys you when you neglectit. For it is language that 
differentiates us fromthe entire animate creation to our 
advantage. When you begin with your own, you will find 
that you do not end with it alone, but enrich it with wealth 
from all the quarters of the globe. Every language is thus 
a conqueror and also the victim of conquest. For the life 
we give itis that of our own precious life-blood, which 
really flows from it! 


9. Servility to English 


Addison tells us that Sir Roger’s qualification for the 
membership of the Bench Magistrate’s court was that he had 
read Littleton on Coke. [t had the same prestige and 
authority that Sankara’s Mahabhashva on Brahma Sutras 
has for pious Hindus. In like manner, our Assemblies and 
Lok Sabha are often at the mercy of English Parliamentary 
usage, and rush for help to May’s Parliament or some such 
compilation of all the eccentricities and idiosyncracies of 
generations of British M. P’s, as and when they unluckily 
trod on one another’s toes! There is something 
inexpressibly droll in the earnest attempts of our M. L. A’s 
and M. P’s to .imitate their alien, remote, dead and for- 
gotten exemplars to vindicate their devotion to parliamen- 
tary conventions and etiquette. Imitation has become so 
Servile that our representatives’ powers of thinking and 
deciding for themselves on the merits of any problem of 
Punctilio or procedure have been completely eroded. A 
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diverting example of this was furnished recently during the 
proceedings of our State Assembly. 


‘Rowdy ’ 


One of the members used the word ‘rowdy’ to describe 
the conduct of hooligans who did such extensive damage in 
the course of the recent ‘agitation.” The question was 
immediately raised whether the word was parliamentary. 
It led to a scramble for English dictionaries without however 
any reward. The Speaker took the safe course of ruling it 
out of order, thus maintaining the status quo! Now as an 
Ordinary citizen of the Indian Union, it passes my 
comprehension why an assemblage of the leading lights of 
my Own countrymen could not pool their unaided, intellectual 
resources and dispose of the matter without recourse to an 
external and, as it proved, unhelpful authority. They dared 
not do so as they naturally thought they were using a foreign 
word, the full scope of whose meaming they could not claim 
to know. This is a telling instance of how. in spite of 
freedom having come to us, we find ourselves incapacitated 
from using or enjoying it without an artificial and unnatural 
inhibition enslaving us. To the evangels of English as our 
official language, this unenviable predicament should serve 
as an eye-opener. But that presupposes that their eyes had 
been closed till now, which 1s notthe case! They have their 
eyes Open enough, but how could they read a book which is 
foreign to them? 


The above is not a digression, my friends, but exatremely 
relevant to our purpose. Take this word ‘rowdy.’ The 
Oxford Dictionary throws no light on it, partly because it is 
not of European origin. You may look up the word and 
satisfy yourselves that it says that the etymology of the 
word is ‘dubious.’ [t means, my friends, that the lexicograph- 
ers did not know the origin, provenance and development 
of the word beyond the fact that it got into the English 
language somewhere in the second half of the eighteenth 
century. You would be perfectly right to infer from it that 
the English-speaking world had got on without that word 
till the eighteenth century. But they knew what it stood for 
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in some other roundabout manner, for a disorderly, bad 
character is found at all timesin all societies. And then 
something happened at some time when some one found a 
single word for him and used it. It caught on and has fixed 
itself in the language ever since. 


I am not an authority and I dont want you to swallow 
what I say, Bnt my own explanation of this word is so 
simple that you may be tempted to call it childish. Do so 
if you like, but think it over first. The word ‘rowdy’ isa 
corruption of the word ‘looti’ which is Hindi; its cognate 
‘loot’ has also got into English, and the same Oxford 
Dictionary tells you that it means to ravage, lay waste, 
plunder etc., In common parlance among our own Tamils, 
you may often hear it said that so and so ‘rooti adikkiran’ 
or ‘rooti pannran,? You know the meaning perfectly well, 
but have you stopped to ask yourself how you came to find 
and use the word ‘rooti?’ Do you know that, inthe 18th 
century, our country was subjected to extensive and 
continuous ‘rooti’ by freebooters of all sorts from many 
nations and from different parts of our own country? The 
miserable people could do nothing against them, precisely as 
we found that we could do nothing against the ‘unsocial 
elements’ to whom you have forwarded, without address, all 
the recent disorders intact! When M. L. A’s, Ministers 
and the Speaker himself knew nothing of all this, what else 
could they do but give it up as beyond them, even as the 
rest of us gave ourselves up to the tender mercies of the 
* rooti-wallahs,’ as beyond us ? 


There is one further point which remains to be cleared 
up here. It is to establish the equation between rowdy and 
Jooti. For this purpose, I must bring to your kind notice 
two grammatical or phonetic laws which effect the smooth 
transition of the second word into the first. The first of 
them is summed up in the Sanskrit rule: La-Ra na bhedhaha. 
That is, it is permissible to exchange | and r, indifferently 
and impartially. The second rule is that an intervocalic 
dental stop becomes a voiced sound wherefore looti 
becoming roody or roady or rowdy according to English 
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phonetic laws Is seen to be as natural, inevitable and 
amazing as a gorgeous butter-fly issuing out of a chrysalis. 
The humorous part of this Assembly interlude is that our 
representatives came across one of their own old, well-known 
and well-understood words, but finding it somewhat 
disguised, fought shy of it with an instinctive unanimity 
which proves that their hearts are as debilitated as their 
heads. We are in the position of the shepherd who looked 
everywhere for a missing lamb, when all the while he was 
carrying it on his own shoulders! 


My dear young friends, ignorance is inevitable as New- 
ton confessed at the height of his fame. For what we know 
is but an infinitesimally small part of what remains to be 
known. But that you should insist on remaining ignorant 
on your own conditions ts an unrelieved tragedy, since it has 
not the power to chasten or purify you, or even make you 
its admired herocs! 


10. English and Unity 


This is one of the most nauseating claims made for 
English because it is grotesquely untrue. First of all let 
me show you what the logical consequences are of supposing 
itto be true. It means that two or three million people, 
knowing English, are keeping in order about 450 million 
people ignorant of English, and binding them all together 
in a mystic English union. That means that these smaller 
numbers are imposing some sort of an iron rule onthe 
great majority which the latter is either unable to under— 
stand or unable to resist, For you must admit that they 
are completely ignorant of English, yet they obey its cal} 
for unity! Now, it is perfectly possible of course; but you 
must also admit that the power which you wield is either 
that of brute-force or a sort of psychological fraud. It may 
be a pious fraud on your side and a piously entertained 
superstition on the other. The meeting of two such frauds 
cannot produce anything but a third and more dreadful 
fraud. This is nothing else but this very Unity of your ima- 
gination or wishful thinking or delusion. For how can you 
call that unity when the reality or substance of it is un- 
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known to the great majority of the people who are supposed 
to enjoy and benefit by it? 


All of us understand how a disciplined, well-equipped 
and mobile army can keep great numbers down. Such was 
the British army which held us down in the last resort, and 
with quiet efficiency. But the British took care to tell us, in 
and out of season, that they had come here (with their army) 
entirely for our benefit, and that we were also given ideal 
opportunities for our progress and self-advancement because 
of their protective benevolence. Our people believed it in 
good faith for quite some time, and then began to look into 
it with a more critical eye. The momet this process began, 
the British house of cards in India began to collapse one by 
one. 


You have mesmerised yourselves, and are trying to 
mesmerise as many others as possible with this gift of unity 
which you so magnanimously claim to have conferred on 
your countrymen. They too have begun to wake up and are 
asking inconvenient questions which you are trying to evade 
answering. I invite you to turn to the section dealing with 
the topic which I have posed as: ‘What about Tamil?’ 
Is it necessary and laudable for the cause of unity and prog- 
ress among the Tamils to ignore or negletct or deny the 
rightful place of Tamilin the life of the Tamils? Don’t 
mind me, my young friends, but do please devise a convin- 
cing, why even a plausible, answer to such questions, if not 
for the unity of the country, at least for your own comfort 
and security ! 


It follows from the above that what you mean by unity 
is something essentially negative and uncomplimentary to 
yourselves and the rest. For it amounts to saying that the 
450 millions have not risen in revolt against you at your 
continuing and exclusive exploitation of English, and that 
their inaction is tantamount to their soulful adoration of it 
as the powe: which keeps them inorder! But your recent 
outburst proves that the very English which you want to 
perpetuate has been powerless to prevent it. By vour own 
admission, unsocial elements took advantage of your right- 
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eous indignation, and staged a variety entertainment of 
unrighteous acts. Obviously therefore, your English is power- 
less to maintain law and order without which there can be 
neither peace nor unity springing from that peace. Do you 
ugree or isthere any flaw in my argument? I assure you 
] am willing to be corrected and only wish that you were a 
little more eager to learn and know before you resolve to 
act. 


I shall go one step further and remind you that the 
unity which you speak of does not depend upon language 
alone; for people speaking the same language are known to 
have killed one another with amazing gusto. The Maha- 
bharata, which we enact daily in our lives in one bit or other, 
is the supreme exemplar of language being a futility in terms 
of unity. May ] further tell you my friends, that both unity 
and disunity or lack of unity are relative terms, and ‘are 
neither good nor bad in themselves? You and your neigh- 
bour may have lived for long without coming together at 
all; but if there is a marriage, you goto him or he comes 
to you, and your meeting is affable and short. If onthe 
other hand, a fire breaks out in his house, you rush out 
even before he does, and offer your help unconditionally. 
You know, in such a case, it is both your self-interest and 
compassion for the other that impel you to quick action. 
In iike manner, nations are composed of families which 
live for the most part, minding their own affairs, peaceably; 
but when a common threat impends, they all rush out to- 
gether in a Common effort. Even we gave such an exhibition 
when we first heard of the Chinese crossing our borders. 
The English language did not stop them in their advance 
nor, for the matter of that, has Bengali bullied them back 
into withdrawal! When next you hear this unity business 
trotted out, will you please remember these few points? 


I shall now proceed to prove to you that this much- 
prized English has caused the greatest havoc to the unity of 
even you, English-educated people. Go to the Delhi 
Secretariat or evena state-secretariat and survey the hierar- 
chy at work there. Every top officer has one or more below 
him who hunger and thirst for his removal by natural or 
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unnatural causes and feverish plans are worked out by each 
to outwit the rest. A Punjabi or Bengali civilian tries to 
plant another Punjabi or Bengali and so on down the entire 
ladder. The Madrasi first and the Bengali next are the prize- 
winners in the race for hatred, jealousy and contempt. 
Not because of their sub-nationality but because their com- 
peting potential for too few jobs with too many aspirants 
trying to get in. 


You dont believe me? Perhaps you are calling me 
names for saying so. But shall I put it to you in another 
way ? How do you explain the principle of communal rota- 
tion in recruiting to the services in Madras from a fourth 
grade officer to the first grade ? Should there not be unity at 
least among the English-educated unity-pedlars of the 
country? Why, my dear chaps. you had to wangle your 
admission to the Medical or Engineering or some other 
technological college by fabricating a series of fibs about 
your birth-place, domicile, the physical features of your 
district and the alarming backwardness of your parents 
during the last two or three hundred years and so on! All 
that is a grievous-I should say, ghastly gift of your non— 
parcil English Phoenix, to you. 


What is true of you is even more true of the professions, 
~whether in government employment or in the private sector. 
‘Doctors hunt in packs, while lawyers are, for the most part, 
Jone wolves. But to give the learned professions their due, 
while they may fight like cats and dogs among themselves, 
they present a united front to the rest of the world. It is 
‘clearly a case of heart-felt unity there. Same as you must 
have experienced in third-class compartments while travel- 
fing. All those inside yell with one voice: ‘ N» room!’ as 
you struggle to get in. If you succeed at last, you join the 
chorus with the rest from the next station onwards! 


Take another facet of thts urity which vou contemplate 
with rapture and praise with uiction: This English fails 
you miserably, ignominiously, whe. you travel bevond the 
confines of your state. You naturally speak English and 
expect to be understood in Mysore or Andhra or Kerala or 


132 


Hyderabad. But what do you actually experience? An 
uncomprehending or uncomplimentary stare that goes 
through you like a gimlet ! Even English-knowing people in 
North India don’t speak it as uninterruptedly as we do; they 
lapse into their mother-tongue, insensibly and automatically, 
Reason? Mere habit. Sri Annadurai complained at his 
recent press-conference that the Hindi-wallahs obstinately 
speak Hindi even when they know English. I don’t think 
it was Intentional or meant to snub him. I have experienced 
the same thing myself and wondered like Annadurai If it 
was Meant to put me out. From further enquiries, I was 
disabused of this notion, when a friend of mine explained 
to me that they were not accustomed to speak English as 
we have been. This is further supported by the usually falter- 
ing manner in which they actually speak English. So we 
may soon arrive at a point when it would be quite accurate 
to describe Indians as belonging to one race but separated 
by the English language! 


11. Rajaji’s Pamphlet 


Let me, before concluding this section, turn to Rajaji’s 
pamphlet on this theme recently published. It may be 
taken as an‘abstract and brief’ epitome of all that can be 
said against Hindi, most of Which I have already dealt with 
in one way or another. In effect he says that he likes certain 
things and dislikes some other things. This is equally true 
of all of us in regard to many other matters of greater or 
less import. When, for instance, he says that we have been 
getting on well enough with English, it need not follow that 
we could not get on better with something else! Likewise with 
almost all his other ‘arguments’ which are no arguments at 


all. 


He wants some part of the Constitution to be thrown in- 
to the sea, presumably to re-enact the Boston Tea-party! But 
the final sanction for it is neither in law, nor in parliament 
but in men’s minds; it must be generated in ancient ways and 
is known as the ultima ratio. The reason why I say it is that 
for every one of Rajaji’s wishes, there is a group opposed 
to him and entertaining the strongest aversion for them! It 
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is a direct, head-on collision which Rajaji provokes or 
would provoke if he does not beat the other side to abject and 
unconditional surrender. Asin the mixed-up issues of the 
American Civil war or in the second World-War. He may not. 
consider English a proof of our parasitism, but others do. 
The essence of democratic government isto reach out toa 
compromise where each side forgoes something to ensure 
the rest. Only the highwayman says: ‘ Your money or your 
life!’ Sometimes the money is given up, sometmes both money 
and life; but eventually the highwayman gets it in the neck! 
Perhaps it isa crude way of putting it; but it is both Dharma 
and history. If an Indian can come to an emotional pass 
where he thinks his own countrymen and their language are 
more aliento him than a foreign medium, it is futile 
to talk to him. Burke says, somewhere towards the close of 
his life, that if all men’s minds tend toa particular idea at 
any time, however wrong-headed and noxious it may be, then 
they must go through the consequences of their folly. If a 
sufficient number of Indians should come to think with 
Rajaji, the consequence would be, not that English would be 
triumphantly enthroned at Delhi, but that English in India 
will be drowned in a sea of blood! These are not times for the 
status quo asa declared philosophy, although I admit the 
possibility of our reaching it the longest way round, with 
some other foreign substitute for English enthroned at 
Delhi! | 


Another significant feature of his pamphlet is worthy 
of attention. He condemns the ‘emotional attitude’ of the 
Hindi-wallahs and tells them in his best bed-side manner to 
get over it. But his own technique is, from first to last, to 
rouse the same unregenerateé emotion (or worse) in his 
followers by painting the Hindi-wallas as fiends in human 
shape He next refers to a psychological deterrent to the 
re-opening of the question, once he gains'victory for his view. 
This is not scientific psychology, but fairy-tale psycho[ogy. 
Every defeat rouses the spirit of revenge which will breed 
further strife. Compare Germany today and as she was in 
1945! What he can achieve is a disruption of the Union, 
but that would only be temporary. If he thinks that English 
would remain undisturbed at Delhi for ever because of the 
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threat of the English caucus, he is much more naive than 
can be reconciled with his endowments and experience. 


He assumes that English would be thrown out the 
moment it ceases to be the official Union language. If this. 
should happen, it would prove conclusively that it is now 
being unwillingly learnt and unprofitably used; for in the 
last resort, the people and their leaders must be presumed 
to know what is to their interest, and what is not. But what 
prevents the Universities and all centres of advanced study 
and research from continuing to use it as a tool, as 
it is now alleged, is being done in the interest-of our progst 
ress? What about the ‘window’ to which Nehur compared it 
to the grattfication of these very people? 


On one other point I have anticipated him, and it is in 
connection with the relation between an ‘official and a 
national language.” Starting with the identical proposition 
that an offiicial language need not be national, he tries to 
smuggle English in, where as I have tried to show how Hindi 
might be treated as official by the states while claiming 
their own languages as national, onthe analogy of the 
Scotch vis a vis the English. The advantage of my suggestion 
is that while, for English as official language, we can make 
no independent contribution, that privilege is fully open to 
us in shaping Hindi ona nation-wide co-operative basis. The 
present ignominy that attends us of having to rush 
to England for determining differences arising from the 
use of a foreign language would automatically disappear, 
My proposal has therefore the supreme merit of evolving 
an official language for all-India with numerous nuances 
enriching it from the national states representing the reg- 
ional languages. It would also be in accordance with nature 
and minister to our pride as an independent and sovereign 
nation. 


The man who thinks that an outsider alone should 
permanently mediate between us and/or our languages is, 
in my humble view, unfit for the opportunities and ardours 
of freedom in a free country. He may be fit for the role of a 
gauletier under an imperium of the fascist brand here or 
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elsewhere. Above all, if regional languages could reach 
full status, at = state-levels with English at the centre 
(a claim falsified by experience) the coming of Hindi in like 
manner cannot destroy them. On the other hand, the study 
of English by smaller numbers, but more intensively and 
fruitfully, will bring us better dividends in the long run. The 
transition from other-rule to self-rule was known to be 
hazardous in advance. So will it be in regard to languages 
also. A relapse in any sphere will be the signal for a gener- 
al relapse which the time-spirit will prevent in its own 
inscrutable ways. On no other basis can we account 
forthe miraculous arrest of the Chinese avalanche that bore 
down on us so suddenly more than two years ago. When 
linguistic states were decided upon, we asked for all these 
troubles. Rajaji was silent when Gandhi first adumbrated 
his scheme. Either he did not see far enough, or he had his 
own reasons for keeping his counsel, Would that he had 
kept it still! 


The pamphlet asa whole is a fearful example of the 
havoc which English can work in the minds of our people. 
But fortunately its appeal is made to the English-educated 
or English-perverted alone. Not one of these worthies has 
appealed directly to the people and asked them to vote for 
English in preference to their mother-tongue; they dare 
not, with safety to themselves. Itis a pincer-novement, as I 
have tried to show in other sections af this book—one to 
rope in the English-knowing, and the other aimed at mass 
upsurge. To the latter end, it is put across that Tamilians 
will be forced to learn Hindi at the cost of their mother- 
tongue, just to inflame them; while at the same time Eng- 
lish 1s Commended on the score that :t will be used only by 
a hand-picked bureaucracy whose efficiency can be ensur- 
ed only by their continued use of English. Ic is in this 
pamphlet that Rajaji has written himself down unneces- 
sarily! 

Rajaji has been too modest or too?remiss to claim 
for English two ofits greatest gifts to us through his inspir- 
ed medium. These are ‘Hindi Imperialism’ and non-Hind!- 
areas, symbolising the cohesive and unity- fabricating powers 
of Engllsb ! For thousands of years, our forbears had lived 
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steeped in ignorance and superstition, Knowing nothing 
of 1wo such mighty truths. English had to come and wait 
for another one hundred and fifty years and more, before 
they could be discovered by Rajaji, as Columbus discovered 
America. The claim for English as the only begetter of our 
unity is thus placed beyond all cavil. Nothing else 
remains for us but to pray as Arjuna prayed to Krishna, 


dazed by the Viswaroopa: ** Enough O Lord, spare me: I 
Cannot endure the vision !*’ 


12. War on the Educated Classes 


Goldsmith said of Johnson’s controversial technique 
that, if his pistol missed fire, then he would knock his enemy 
down with the butt-end of it. But Rajaji’s methods are 
more versatile, and each of them is effective for the time 
being. If any two or three of his assertions or accusations 
are taken together and considered, then it will be found 
that they cancel one another out. But the victims are swayed 
by one of them at a time and move round a circle in a state 
of continuous collapse. War on the educated classes, if 
truc, must be in progress as much in the North as in the 
south of India. But none from the north has raised the 
tocsin of alarm as Rajaji has done here. If the educated in 
the north have made up their minds to be butchered, 
Rajaji's tree gift of life-belts or other gadgets for their 
salvation becomes a futile proceeding. 


But this supposition contradicts the other war-cry that 
Hindi-imperialists are marching south-wards to make a 
holocaust of the Tamils. Should we consider Hindi-wallahs 
educated or uneducated? Let us however pass on to 
point to another snag about the proposition. A war on 
the educated classes can only be organised and waged by those 
who are uneducated We know however that the great bulk 
of the people bothin the north and south are equally un- 
educated and equally passive. If they rise in revolt, then 
the reason for their belligerencv must be a general aversion 
for all educated classes without reference to their education 
in Tamil or English or Hindi or any other language. For 
instance, the war against capitalists which is the crusade of 


Ly 


our century as promoted by our communists, is definitely 
and exclusively aimed against the capitalists. It is evident 
that capitalists are not going to wage war on capitalists, 
but only against the poor as a preventive measure, and vice 
versa. It follows from it that all capitalists must come 
together to fight unitedly against the poor, dispossessed and 
down-trodden. Then it becomes a matter of deep concern 
not only to the English-educated but also to all educated in 
all the other languages including Hindi! If another Jack 
Cade came up on top, he ts unlikely to be discriminating or 
invidious, but would declare literacy itself high treason and 
order it to be dealt with accordingly! 


Buta real war is being waged against a// the educated 
classes without exception—relentlessly, openly and covertly 
—by the communists, as Rajaji knows but too well Their 
trump-card is the massive ignorance of the masses. They 
sway these unfortunate people with all sorts of cock-and- 
bull stories which sharpen their frustrations or rouse their 
rage. Rajaji too wants to keep them fascinated by inter- 
posing the ‘ intelligentsia’ between them and their abiding 
interests. This may also be inferred from the absence of 
the communist party as such from the ragged host of his 
irreconcilable followers. I deal in a later section with 
Rajaji’s explanation for this minor crux. They have not 
come out openly for Hindi or against it forthe simple 
reason that, if the Centre could be smashed on such a 
trumpery issue, they and not Rajaji would be the sole 
beneficiaries and reversioners of such acollapse. A_ pro- 
Hindi stance would help the Centre, but why should they 
perpetuate an interregnum which they are committed to 
shorten as much as possible? Why should they prevent a 
ripe fruit falling of its own accord into their laps? So it 
is that their role in the recent flare-up has been ambiguous 
above the surface, but deadly under-neath. 


When the First Reform Bill was passed by the British 
Parliament, one of its most indefatigable and eloquent 
advocates said: ‘ Now let us educate our masters.” In one 
generation or nearly so, they spread education with such 
zeal that a confirmed tory had to extend the franchise in 
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a manner extremely distasteful to his own party bosses. 
England knew that an illiterate democracy or a democracy 
which is kept ignorant as a principle of policy is the dead- 
liest foe of democracy itself. They meant democracy when 
they spoke of it, and so have become in acentury, one of 
the most balanced and mature peoples in the modern world. 
What you, or rather, your leaders seem determined upon is 
to keep your masters ignorant and helpless so that you may 
exploit them with an alien medium. Nothing but disgrace 
for you, and disaster for the people can come of it. 


Rajaji’s prophecies have been like Cassandra’s, but 
with a difference. Both his hopes and fears have come 
true, but with contrary effects. He pleaded for Pakistan, 
but it has become acurse. He denounces Hindi. but it is 
unlikely to wilt or wither away. If a Western alliance 
comes as he wants it, it would be too late, since it would 
be the signal for India becoming another Viet Nam. He 
longs for a ‘Free Economy’; our political Thyagis have 
gone shares over it with our industrial tycoons, and both 
are having the time of their lives with it. He is an 
apostle of Free enterprise ; it flourishes luxuriantly, if not 
rankly, through inter-locked and proliferating brokerage 
and commission high-soundingly called the Managing- 
Agency system ! 


13. A Damocles’ Sword ! 


With the thickening of the anti-Hindi fight, Rajaji’s 
epithets have tended to become blood-curdling or are calculat- 
ed to send a shudder down our spines. Hindi is, it appears, a 
Damocles’ sword poised above thirty million unsuspecting 
heads ready to sever them when they are asleep or absent- 
minded. That a language — any language — could be 
traduced in such an intemperate manner by one who is 
habitually phlegmatic without being dull is something of 
a psychological curiosity. The aim is quite obviously to 
whip up a state of frenzied feeling in which thought can 
be safely clubbed to death or reduced to a condition of 
prolonged stupefaction. 


This Damocles’ sword has not killed off even one non- 
Hindi innocent who trekked northwards all these many 
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decades; all have not merely survived, but also thriven ;. 
more, they seem to have mastered it well enough to excel the 
matives in using it. It is besides quite fascinating to 
contemplate the transformation of the Damocles’ sword 
into a sort of roving and invisible dagger, multiplied 
million-fold, to point the way for the murder of innocent 
Tamils. It is this similitude which, I am _ personally 


convinced, must have driven some distracted Tamil simple- 
tons to commit suicide in desperation! 


If an alien language could thus threaten to kill, how 
comes it that, after two hundred years of English, there are 
still about thirty millions of Tamils very much alive? If it 
is claimed that English left Tamil alone, and that it was 
used only for official purposes which did not directly 
concern the masses, why should-it not apply to Hindi as 
well? Would the picking up or mastery of another language 
by our intelligentsia automatically destroy their own? 
And anyway what are they doing now to protect and cherish 
it? In amanner of speaking, such an untoward result has 
overtaken the unblest English-wallahs amidst us. But when 
the Constitution has specifically enjoined on you the duty to. 
cultivate your mother-tongue, why did you not take 
advantage of it to insure yourself against the sequestrating 
effects of Hindi? If anything, there is a case for tabooing 
both Hindi and English at one stroke if you mean what you 
say. Why do you clamour for a tertium quid notorious for 
the havoc it has already wrought ? 


And then look at the other assertion that Hindi is alien: 
to the south, even more than English. This is a whopping 
untruth. Most of our revenue and judicia) terms in use are 
from Hindi or Urdu and they have become naturalised 
Tamilians. The British themselves did not proscribe them,. 
but gave added vogue to them by taking them over almost 
_wholesale. Three to four millions at least of our Tamil 
people speak Hindi or Urdu as their mother-tongue, and 
their language passes current with at least as many more 
millions with whom they have social, economic and other 
dealings. All our holy cities and centres of pilgrimage— 
we havea sizeable number of them which exercise an abiding 
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fascination for pilgrims from the north who come pouring 
in a steady flood all the year round—have a professional 
population of considerable numbers who have mastered 
Hindi or Urdu asa useful tool of their trades and cal- 
lings. Almost all our trade-centres and shopping areas are 
bilingual with Hindi an invariabe constant. Tamil itself 
is widely interspersed with Sanskrit words in surprising 
variety which is unsuspected because they all look quite like 
natives. These are commonplaces of even the man in the 
street, and vet he has beentold that Hindiis alien to him 
and should be resisted. : 


But the same Rajaji has gone on record as saying. that 
he would welcome Hindi as Praja Basha if English were 
accepted as the bureaucrat’s Basha. A kind of linguistic 
horse-trading! The same language 1s welcome on one 
condition and unwelcom2 on another condition! He wants 
us to use languages as we use our wardrobe—some clothes 
for some occasions and others for other oceasions. Theoreti- 
cally this is possible, as with our hieratic formularies; but 
why on earth should we do so in secular affairs? Suppos- 
sing vou tried, you will find the words and phrases 
tumbling out of their own accord before you know that 
you have used them. For the taboo you would erect will 
have no effective sanctions behind it,—since the one thing 
we cannot doisto put a part of a language into cold storage. 
You can do so by remaining obstinately ignorant of it. Even 
then it will be very much in use with others; only you will 
‘go denuded to that extent. 


That Hindi isexploited by politicians is possible, 
though in which region I cannot imagine. If in Hindi- 
areas, carrying coals to Newcastle cannot be considered a 
DO example of inspired sales-promotion. But it is 
obvious to us that anti-Hindi is being exploited for no high- 
minded purpose by—others nearer home. For  anti- 
Hindi is being tried out to dislodge the party in power,—-a 
desirable end but through the wrongest means inaginable! 
But when such anew ministry takes over, it will be as 
powerless to destroy this demon as it would be to cutair in 
two ; or if it had any suck trick up its sleeve, it could work it 
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even now with so much favourable psychosis generated by: 
the anti-Hindi brigade. 


If the fourteen Indian state-languages feel derogated by 
the choice of Hindi as the official language of the Union, 
the way out is not to ask for an entirely alien language to 
disgrace them and all of us, but to demand parity of status 
for all of them without invidious distinction. Why do you 
not set the pace for it by making Tamil your official 
medium, as it is entirely in your hands to do so? Not 
because it would be unworkable, but because it would work 
but too well, and render inevitable the demotion of English 
as an irresistible corollary. A hatchet out of which many 
great things are hoped for ina contingent future would 
have to be buried, and Iagos would run to seed! 


14. Hindi versus Hinduism 


Not the least of the astounding obiter dicta flung 
at large by Rajajiin the course of his anti-Hindi crusade- 
was his assertion that the South has been enabled to preserve 
and cultivate a purer form of Hinduism than the North, and 
that the onset of Hindi southwards would destroy it root and’ 
branch. I devote this section to an analysis of the farrago-. 
of pseudo-history and bogus religion out of which the main 
proposition has been compounded. On the face of it, it 
suggests a covert innuendo against Islam as the great 
corrupter and destroyer of pristine Hinduism, which cannot 
be flattering to Muslims who are conspicuous by their total’ 
and remarkable absence from the whole anti-Hindi cam- 
paign! Rajaji has not however stopped, in his understand- 
able hurry, to indicate the elements of pure Hinduism which 
were lost in the north and which have come to be _ preserved 
in the South. But his technique is to use it as a gambit to 
reach his target on the principle that a multiplicity of 
missiles aimed at it eliminates the need for accuracy in the aim 
itself. This is a doctrine of war which amplifies Clausewitz’s 
formulation of it and which is illustrated in the tactical role of 
‘brickbats’ in our current progress. The same truth is. 
enshrined in a Tamil proverb which says that if you have a 
sackful of brickbats and a tope in front, and if you fling the 
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stones by handfuls at it, you are bound to bring down al least 
a sackful of fruit. And this works out correctly in accordance 
with the laws of probability ! 


As a matter of fact however he is very wide of the mark. 
Almost all Tamilians are identified by or identify themselves 
with some other entity than religion as such. To most of 
them Tamil is itself a religion including, as side-shows, 
literature, the arts, philosophy and metaphysics. They 
call themselves Saivites or Saiva Siddhantists or Vaishnavites 
with the further distinction of treating Sivaas a pristine 
Tamil God or deity filched away by the ancient Aryans. 
They have acomplete and well-organised canon of texts, 
rituals, practices, disciplines and systems of secular know- 
dedge in Medicine, Astrology, Mathematics and ALCHEMY. 
They have remained unaffected through all the changes and 
chances of the last one or two thousand years. 


The Muslim and Christian minorities m our midst are 
bound to welcome Hindi if what Rajaji says is likely to be 
true—for both find Hinduism, pure or adulterated, a provok- 
nig obstacle in their way. Remains the Brahmin community 
-of the population which forms three per cent or so of the 
whole and which is anything but the bastion of Hinduism. 
Therefore the cry of Hinduism in danger from Hindi is a 
piece of crude bungling which is so uncharacteristic of 
Rajaji that I am led to dismiss the faux pas as an 
unpremeditated contretemps,—a Homeric nod ! 


In a historical view, the Hinduism of the south is buta 
‘branch of Hinduism in the north or vice versa: for almost 
all writers trace the trinity of Hindu Gods to the Vedic texts. 
In contrast, the ‘ancient’ Tamil religion was conceptually 
at least naturalistic. But both have so run into each other 
that all shades have been evolved by both the systems. The 
Hindu calendar is so largely the same that it cannot be 
‘be said that impurities flowed from the observance of 
religious feasts and festivals of the Hindi-wallahs. Christ- 
mas on the other hand furnishes an interesting example of 
a festival being secularised and, to that extent, debased by 
dts unthinking adoption by a miscellaneous cross-section of 
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the world’s population. No language in particular was 
responsible for this unintended result, but rather the 
practice of a single religion by all European nations which 
came to be copied by their victims along with their diet, 
modes of dress and their native vices in supersession of 
indigenous equivalents of them! Per contra, the Aoli 
festival of the North which ushers in democratic socialism 
fora day, when all are soused in coloured water, is consi- 
dered rather vulgar in the South where it is observed as the 
Kaaman Pandigai-the death and birth or Love—which has 
very aneient roots in Sanskrit and primitive and classical 
literatures. At any rate it isa favourite with our vulgus 
Still. But those who take part init are true-blue-black Tamils 
who are wholly innocent of a single Hindi vocable. Having 
established Hindias the villain of the piece on much more 
formidable grounds, as an engine of a unique imperialism, 
Rajaji might have spared himself the trouble to add sucha 
flimsy frill as this one. 


There is however one point about Hindi where the 
impurity of it is self-evident. It is animpure form of 
Sanskrit. The South still keeps in dwindling pockets and 
in waning trust, Vedic Sanskritin its primary, native rhythms 
and intonations as nowhere else in India. But it is not to 
preserve its purity that Rajaji has taken uv the cudgels 
against Hindi! 


15. Communists are anti-English. 


Rajaji says that communists are against English and 
‘would drive it out of the country even more ruthlessly than 
the Hindi-wallahs are now accused of. It appears that their 
sole motive in ordering this intangible but wholesale 
expulsion of the English language is to cut off India from 
the West, isolate it and then swallow it at leisure to be 
digested with nutritious additives of the communist tonic 
specially imported from Russia. For my part I think it 
superfluous to paint the devil darker than he is; he is dark 
enough for my distaste, and I am content. 


But there are one or two considerations which render 
this hypothesis not merely fanciful but rather absurd. 
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If Russians have made all their wonderful progress, it 

must have been either with or without the help of your 
much-lauded English. If without its help, your infatuation 
for it stands self-exposed and self-condemned. The irresis- 
tible conclusion then would be that we cannot make any 
progress so long as this English incubus sits tight upon us! 
If however they have profited by English, it proves that they 
are not themselves guilty of the crime attributed te them by 
Rajaji. hat Russia is not allergic to English is proved by 
the fact that our city’s pavements are flooded with books in 
English of Russian origin ona variety of science subjects 
which are both authoritative and incredibly cheap. There is 
active interchange of thought between England and China in 
spite of the fact that they are politically poles apart. There 
is, in London, a school of Chinese studies as you will not 
find a school of Indian language studies anywhere else in the 
world—for the matter of that, not even in India! So you 
can see what measure of truth there is in such a wholesale 
accusation. 


If anything, they may go about the business here more 
scientifically and thoroughly, seeing that we are among the 
most naturally conditioned for mastering tongues. That is, 
in a Selective, tried—out cadre. This more gifted minority 
is snowed under in the present system of an insensate, 
omnibus imposition. The release of energy consequent on 
the restoration of the mother-tongue as the medium of 
government, education and businesS, would step-up 
national genius to goin for more creative endeavours of 
lasting benefit to the nation and the individual as well. As 
these new men will be the natural leaders of the people, a 
closer liaison would be established between the masses and 
the classes than has been possible till now. And the regional 
literatures are so rich that they would strive for com- 
petitive co-existence in a culturally liberated world. 


Far from being cut off from the western world, we will 
be enabled to meet it on terms of equality as never till now. 
We have been infelicitously apt to copy the evils of the 
West—its venalities, corruption and cynicism, while allowing 
the good in them to slip through our fingers. Who knows 
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but we might not, chastened by the shake-up, copy the 
virtues of the East where we after all belong, and ignore its 
defects? For my part, after seeing how Christs and anti- 
Christs among us change places with the utmost non- 
chalance, I think a change of the kind which Rajaji dreads 
is worth trying for, if indeed, it does not overtake us amidst 
our miserable squabbles. 


The French are supposed to exclaim: ‘cherchez la 
femme ’, whenever they are in trouble. Modern communism 
has displaced the ‘woman’ from her bad eminence, and now 
hag-rides the minds of men everywhere. If communists 
want to isolate us from the West, it can only be to our 
advantage, since both Russia and China have made giant 
strides in all fields because of their own isolation from the 
West! We have borrowed extensively from Russia goods, cash 
and credit, while we borrowed a box on our ears from China. 
If isolation has helped Russia to develop into the leading 
nation of the world, to race to other planets ahead of any 
one else, and govern itself all these forty years well enough, 
all I can say is that there is more in isolation than is seen 
with the naked eye. Their triumphs have been so varied and 
superb aS to cause consternafion to that very West which 
these new idolaters worship so abjectly. They convict them- 
selves out of their own mouths, and prove conclusively that 
our salvation too can come only after our emancipation 
from the West. As an anti-communist myself, I never felt 
so powerfully drawn to communism as after studying 
Rajaji’s repertory of anti-Hindi anathemas! 


In the beginning there was no English; in the end there 
may be no Fnglish either. But all the time the Word, 
Pranava, endures and takes a myriad dazzling shapes and 
lovely names which our seers called mama and rupa, and 
through which the Universe itself presents to us a mighty 
pageant. The departure or flight or expulsion of English 
may still be the means of opening our Jong-blinded eyes to 
our own unconsidered heritage of the ages. 


16. Deus Ex Maehina 


Of all the anti-Hindi missiles devised and _ perfected 
exclusively by Rajaji with a capacity for taking infinite 
10 
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pains which isa mark of genius, the subtlest and most 
‘sophisticated’ to be used ina subliminal fashion was an 
accidental god-send from a source which was as invaluable 
as it was unexpected. A gentleman named Sri. G. S. Pathak 
has unearthed a circumstantial story—with the main circums- 
tances oddly enough left out of it-to the effect that Gandhiji 
had himself expressed many years ago his personal appre- 
hension that Rajaji might, one day, oppose Hindi as the 
Union official language, — (not thank God, that he would 
demand English for ever!) Rajaji has pounced upon it as a 
veritable ben trovato and after giving it a few deft touches, 
has sent it whizzing along with the rest. As the launching site 
for this, he has used his Dear Reader column where he has 
added to it a comment of his own which is at once adroitly 
non-committal and triumphantly suggestive. 


I never heard of this Mr. G.S. Pathak till now any 
more than you have heard of me—till now. But I hold 
that an individual’s obscurity should be no bar to a 
consideration of what he has to say; itis in that hope that 
I have myself ventured on this appeal to you. But the 
story which he has retailed mentions an ‘important’ indivi- 
dual who 1s not only unnamed but of whom we are not told 
whether he is alive or dead. But he is said to have been the 
man to whom Gandhi is alleged to have made the confes- 
sion which has been kept suchaclose secret for perhaps 
twenty or thirty years. Whatever the reasons for blanketing 
that person’s name, they do not make the story itself more 
credible for that omission. Rajaji himself has confessed 
that he does not remember the context, though he is said to 
have been present atthe time of the conversation. It is 
Curious, if not extraordinary, that an identical absent- 
mindedness should have been evinced by different people on 
one detail of a seemingly important episode. But undeterred 
by i: all, Rajaji has drawn a moral from it in the following 
wo-ds: ‘‘It shows how correctly and how much better than 
other people Gandhiji knew my mind, perhaps even better 
than I myself knew it” (!) 


Nobody doubts that Rajajiis against Hindi as official 
language now ; and so we need no ghost from the grave or 
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ghost-voice from the living to corroborate it. That Rajaji 
does not know his own mind, now and again, is not to be 
wondered at; most of us are in the same awkward predi- 
cament at least as often. If weare sufficiently candid and 
courageous, we kick ourselves so to speak, and mutter 
sotto voce: ‘what blithering idiots we were!’ His pamphlet 
entitled ‘ My Inconsistencies,’ was therefore an exercise in 
supererogatton, though to students of psychology it is likely 
to be of documentary value. But it is remarkable that 
Gandhi with his superior prescience should have kept the 
contingent evolution of Rajaji so unaccountably to himseif. 
What must sound even more odd to us is his firm declara- 
tion that Rajaji would do all that was needful to spread the 
cause of Hindi. He seems in fact to have handed over the 
‘cause of Hindi’ to Rajaji after him, as he handed over the 
‘cause of the country ’ to Nehru after him. In the actual 
sequel, it is somewhat difficult for al// of us to determine 
which is in worse shape, —the Country or Hindi! 


But the question for our present determination is: what 
Gandhiji could have meant when he handed over Hindi in 
trust to Rajaji? Obviosly to ensure that it was popularised 
among those who did not knowit. Spreading a language 
is not acause in itself unless it wasto be used more 
universally in preference to some other language. Gandhi 
strove to popularise-if not universalise-the use of khaddar 
since he wished to eliminate the use (and hence the 
manufacture) of mill-made cloth. He insisted on congress- 
men using khaddar without exception, and it still clings to 
them amidst much else that has gone totatters. Rajaji 
himtelf wears it with a certain rigid consistency which is 
somewhat singular in aman, who has declared and often 
acted on the principle, that consistency is a hob-goblin of 
little minds, Quite obviously then, Gandhi must have 
meant that Rajaji would help in the eventual emergence of 
Hindi as the Union official or National language. Seeing 
that Gandhi has written extensively on the evils of English 
and declared himself wholly committed to its elimination, 
it is impossible to suppose, even for a moment, that he 
would have commissioned the task of spreading Hindi to 
one whose devotion toit (in terms of his own hopes for it) 
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was either dubious or non-existent. We don’t entrust the 
keys of our safe to a burglar inthe full assurance that he 
would guard it well ! 


From another point of view, the belated (or is it timely?) 
disclosure of his sub-conscious opposition to Hindi has no 
bearing at all on the merits of the issue itself, then or now. 
Or if there is any, it is a warning to us to guard ourselves 
against accepting any conclusion of Rajaji on any problem, 
as valid or dependable, for all practical purposes! We 
should not be elated if it should chime in with our own 
view or feel depressed if it should conflict with it. But not 
all people are capable of unaided or objective thinking to 
that extent. More often than not, they are a willing prey 
to the argumentum ad hominem. Arnold once exclaimed 
wearily: ‘Would that men went beyond the Rabbi and 
examined what he has to say—on merits!’ To Rayaji’s 
followers, such advice would sound impious, for it is their 
pre-ordained lot to—follow! To others of somewhat 
sterner stuff, it might prove intimidating to the extent of 
forcing them to suspend their own judgment in deference 
to Rajaji's eminence. I cannot hope to save them either, 
for they are like the moths which cannot resist a brilliant 
light which they however vainly strive to avoid, and in the 
scorchinz heat of which they at last find their nirvana. But 
for the rest of you, if any, I address these considerations in 
a forlorn hope of saving you. 


My own explanation of this crux is rather simple. At 
the time of the alleged conversation between Gandhi, 
Rajaji and an unnamed person, English could never have 
entered the mind of Rajaji or Gandhi himself as a Union 
Official language. Positive proof if it may be found 
in almost any remark of the Mahatma on the subject of 
English. He is on record as saying that he would much 
rather prefer a period of chaos following the withdrawal of 
English, and before an Indian substitute took its place, than 
permit the continuance of English in Free India as it did in 
unfree India. For further proof, let me remind you that 
Gandhi’s scheme of Swaraj recognised only two entities,— 
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an all-India language and the regional languages. He 
further set great store by Panchayat Raj—rural republics— 
in groups or singly, achieving complete self-sufficiency so 
as to attenuate the power of a Centre to an irreducible, 
almost exiguous, minimum. Don’t go off at a tangent to 
ask me if it would have worked. That is not the issue here 
and now. The one incontrovertible corollary of Gandhi’s 
vision or ideal was that the regional languages would be in 
‘full force at the regional levels. 


At about the same time, Rajaji stood forth asa 
militant advocate of Tamil into which he had rendered the 
Meditations of Marcus Aurelius and an account of the life 
and death of Socrates. He also essayed shorter attempts 
to prove that our educational medium could be switched 
‘over to Tamil for a// purposes up to the highest levels of 
graduate and post-graduate attainments. Rajaji was a 
prominent member of a Tamil salon which he did much to 
make distingue ; and its leading light was the late ‘ T.K.C.’ 
as he was known, and as he is still cherished in some Tamil 
‘circles. He shot up to fame in middle-age through a 
fortuity of circumstances; but he was an urbane product 
-of English education who developed into an uncompromising 
advocate of Tamil as even superior to English. He had 
many small jokes against English which he let off judiciously 
and effectively. He enthused an aspirant to Tamil fame 
by assuring him that no scholarship in Tamil was needed 
to write Tamil, and that any Tamilian could write as 
facilely as fish live and breathe in water. In view of 
all these collateral facts and considerations, it must be 
Odvious to any impartial person that English could not be 
imported into the episode except on the principle of /ucus 
e non lucendo! They further suggest the probability 
{amounting to certainty) of Rajaji’s espousing the cause of 
Tamil in preference to English or Hindi. That would be in 
line with the play of an active, wide-ranging mind with a 
love of contradiction or of paradox which may be seen 
manifested when great minds clash, 


Even then, the crux about Rajaji spreading the cause 
of Hindi would remain a—crux. Subject to the above 
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limitations, Rajaji’s willingness to spread the cause off 
Hindi can only be described as Pickwickian. Therefore 
his implied acceptance of the apostolic mission to spread 
Hindi finds a lame and impotent conclusion. But you,. 
my young friends, if you can keep your eyes off Rajajiand/ 
or English, or Hindi and concentrate on Tamil, then I assure 
you, you will see your path lighted up brilliantly. 


this tit-bit is that it makes out Rajaji as far superior t 


The final and supreme merit of my interpretation ~ 
the man he now wants to be taken for! 


Au Revoir! 
My young Friends, 


I began this appeal to you under the stress of passing 
events, and certainly more spontaneously than you in 
planning your ‘action.” You would have found that I have 
had to deal with Rajaji’s arguments most of the time, 
because I have come to realise how docilely and completely 
you have been overcome by them. Within the limitations 
of an insignificant, unaided individual, I have been trying 
to meet as many of you as possible to ascertain for myself 
if you had thought of the arguments on the other side at 
least, as in existence at all; I must confess myself 
disappointed as a result of my researches. I had planned 
to include a synoptic survey of the origin, development and 
impact of this Anti-Hindi movement on our state politics and. 
personalities, chiefly to bring home to you the rather 
curious fact that ithasno more todo with Hindi than 
with Guindy near-by or Rawalpindi far-off! I had hoped to 
guide you through the muddied and slimy shallows ofa 
political puddle of about fifty years’ standing in our state. 
But this essay has already exceeced the limits of a pamphle 
such as I had first thought of. Being also handicapped in 
other material ways, I have had to defer the second part of 
my exercise sine die. 


I hope that you realise by now that any negative slogan 
like ‘ Anti-Hindi ’, unsupported by a positive, home-fel 
aspiration, will only help vou lose existing friends and mak 
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mew enemies. You must restore your primary loyalty where 
it must belong—to your mother-tongue. That alone will 
give you the power to exist in your own right, and 
strengthen your claim to a rightful place in the Indian Sun. 
A sheltered market, whether in industry or education or 
culture is a sickly affair, stagnating in isolation and 
collapsing when it 1s attacked from the outside. Do not 
wait for the enemy of ignorance or prejudice or vanity to 
besiege you; go forth to fight and overthrow them in the 
open. If the past history of the Tamils is any guide, you 
have in plenty the spirit of adventure, of colomisation and 
peaceful conquest. The Moghul emperors could not do 
without Hindu Finance ministers. Since the coming of 
our Independence, they have been, with the exception of 
Mr. Desai, Madrasis; and Mr. Desai has demonstrated 
the inferiority of the North ta the South in this vital 
matter! If Hindi isever to take a southern orientation, it 
can only be through your exertions and on your initiative, 
Such a chance of shaping an Indian language does not come 
every day. If you think it would amount to stooping, 
remember that it is only to conquer. 


St. Paul rates the ‘gift of tongues’ high among the virtues 
ofa manof culture. The T:mils are facile princeps in this 
field. As descendants of those who enriched Sanskrit itself 
at one time, it would be a sad day indeed when you should 
resolve to go a-begging for English which isa _ collateral 
‘descendant of that Sanskrit by many removes. May your 
eyes be opened to the friendly and fraternal relations 
that exist between languages in general, and all Indian 
languages in particular; end may you master as many 
of them as possible in the interests of an emerging, en- 
dightened and progressive Indian nation. 


I'm afraid I have been repeating myself exasperat— 
ingly in the course of these pages. You would be quite 
tight if you should feel that I ‘ bore-adikkiren!’ My excuse 
is two-fold. Once a teacher always a teacher, and you 
should know how we are condemned to repeat ourselves 
year-in, year-out, to your present Vexation and future profit. 
Secondly, life itself is a bore when you come to think of 
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it with some detachment—it is so eternally repetitive ; even 
if you are committed, it is more so, as you may find from 
Hamlet’s remarks on the subject. But if your movement 
has at all any intelligent or intellectual basis, here is a 
challenge to that intelligence or intellect which I want you 
to accept for the credit of youth; please examine my essay 
and judge it on merits. 


The disparity between Rajaji and me iscrushing; but 
if you can see that it is not J that set myself up against him, 
but rather my arguments against his, you will then have 
taken the firstand most important step in your development 
as free, thoughtful and patriotic citizens of a no mean 
country. What has handicapped me in my attempt isthe 
irony that has impelled a nobody like me to commed to you 
the principles of Gandhism while thc titular, living custo- 
dian of of it—I mean Rajaji—has discarded them with 
such unceremonious indifference, all the while invoking the 
name of Gandhi as a kind of embroidery. I do not say that 
Gandhi is the Jast word in wisdom or human conduct. But 
he taught us to compose our quarrels with some revard for 
truth, civility and humanity. We have plenty to quarrel 
about interminably, but should we not play the game, 
even of a quarrel, according to some rules? My young 
friends, 1 ask you: can you play cricket with a football on 
a billiard-table? Try it out, my friends, for it is know- 
ledge that makes us free. 


Kennedy who died so unexpectedly and unnecessarily 
once said to his country-men: ‘Think of what you can do 
for America, not of what it must do for you.‘ In our 
parlous condition (of which you do not seem to have even 
the fa.ntest glimmer of a notion) the exhortation applies to 
you a thousand-fold. May the spirit which embodied itself 
in Vivekananda, Aurobindo, Bharati, Bose and Gandhi 


GUARD AND GUIDE YOU! 
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About this Book..... 


The recent flare-up of the anti-Hindi agitation which 
took everybody by surprise, and which led toa 
condition of near collapse of civil authority in the 
State of Madras is happily behind us, but will linger 
as an unhappy memory for quite some time to come. 
In this volume, the author deals with it in its broad 
implications, near and remote, examines the causes 
of the agitation and the suggested cures for the 
prevailing malaise in the student-world. Although 
tte political overtones of the movement could not 
be ignored, the chief aim of the author is to spot- 
light the educational and cultural issues Involved in 
the struggle ; he points to the need for evolving an 
entirely radica re-orientation of ~*~ educa- 
tional values, means and objectives which alone will 
hasten the re-emergence of Tamil Nad as a leader 
of the New India to be. He believes that by a shift 
of emphasis from English to Tamil for all our educa- 
tional and cultural needs, without at the same time 
belittling the value of English, a peaceful but potent 
revolution can be brought about in Tamil Nad which 
the rest of India cannot afford to ignore, and from 
which it can also profit greatly. 


This book is a blend of some history with some 
‘philosophy and morality, designed to stimulate the 
Idealism of youth to dynamic and constructive 
endeavour In a patriotic assignment. 


